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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Most o£tl|e reasons which induced the wise and pious 
Gounseltprs of King Edward the Sixth and Queen 
Elizabeth to advise those sovereigns to issue the Homi- 
lies, apply with equal force to their re-publication at 
the present time. 

The Honiilics set forth the doctrine, that the Word 
of God u the only food of the soul^ and that most eir- 
oeUent light that we must walk hy^ in this our most 
dangerous ^pilgrimage; from which men must learn 
their duty towards Ood^ their princcy and their neighs 
hours; by which all co9*mpty vicious^ and tmgodly 
Jiving^ as oho erroneous and poisoned doctrinesy tending 
to superstition and idolatry^ are to be repelled and 
driven away; and through which we may be led into 
all godliness and virtue. 

The Homilies faithfully and clearly expound the 
principal points of Christian Heligion ; and are there- 
fore well adapted to warn men against the manifold 
enormities which by false doctrine have crept into the 
Church of Oody and to move men*to honour and wor* 
skip Almighty Oody and diligently to serve Himy every 
one according to their degree, state, and vocation,* 

The Sermons in this volume are reprinted, without 
abridgement (excepting in the case of Homily XXYJIL, 
of which part ^ is omitted), from the complete edition 
recently published^ ^ thd ’l^lrayei^book and Homily 
Society. 


• See the Prefece of 1562. 
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A FRUITFUL EXHORTATION TO 
READING AND KNOWLEDGE OF 
HOLY SCRIPTURE, 


Unto a Christian man there can be no- Tbepn^wvi 
thing either more necessary or profitable than s»ctipttt»e. 
the knowledge of Holy Scripture : forasmuch as in it 
is contained God*s true word, setting forth his glory, and 
also man’s duty. And there is no truth nor doctrine 
necessary for our justification, and everlasting TheperMw 
salvation, but that is (or may be) drawn out ®®***’’ 
of that fountain and well of truth. There- The kQo«todg* 
fore as many as be desirous to enter into the turellfiSEr 
right and perfect way unto God, must apply 
their minds to know Holy Scripture ; without the which 
they can neither 8u:fficiently know God and his will, 
neither their office and duty. And as drink ^owhomtu 
is pleasant to them that be dry, and meat to kaowMse of 
them that be hungry ; so is the reading, £ 
hearing, searching, and studying of Holy !>*«»»»** 
Scripture, to them that be desirous to know God, or 
themselves, and to do his wilL And their whobaenemiM 
stomaciis only do loathe and abhor the hea- Htjy s«rip. 
venly knowledge and food of God's word, 
that be so drowned in worldly vanities, that they neither 
savour God, nor any godlin^: for that is the cause why 
they desire such vanities, rafner than the true knowledge 
of God. As they that aie of an ague, 
whatsoever they eat and driek, Uiough it be tud«, 
never so pleasant, yet it is as bitter to them 
as wormwood ; not for the bitterness of the 
meat, but for the corrupt and' bitter humour that is in 
their own tongue and mouth : even so is thp sweetness of 
God’s word bitter, not of itself, but only unto them^dlat 
have their minds corrupted with long custom of andl 
love of this world. Therefore forsaking l^e 
corrupt judgment of fleshly pien, which ciEMfp 
not but for thCir carcase, let us reverend^ hear 
and read Holy Sertp^ures, which b the 
of the solil (Matt^ it. 4). * Let us • 
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An Exhortation to the Reading of Holy Scripture. 

search for the well of life [John iv. 14.] in the books of the 
Old and New Testament, and not run to the stinking 
puddles of men's traditions (devised by man’s iinagiiia- 
tion) for our justification and salvation. For, 
is a in Holy Scripture is fully contained what we 
tK,fiI?our outfit to do, and what to eschew, w hat to 
saltation. bclieve, wbat to love, and what to look for 
at God^s hands at length. In those books wc shall find 
the Father from whom, the Son by whom, and the Holy 
What things Ghost in whom, all things have their being 
the*i?Jiy Scri*^ keeping up ; and these three Persons to be 
ttire. but one God, and one substance. In these 

books we may learn to know ourselves, how vile and 
miserable wc be, and also to know God, how good lie is 
of himself, and how he maketh us and all creatures par- 
takers of his goodness. We may learn also in these books 
to know God’s will and pleasure, as much as, for this 
present time, is convenient for us to know. And, as the 
great clerk and godly preacher, St. John Chrysostom, 
eaith, Whatsoc< er is required to salvation of iiian, is fully 
contained in the Scriptui-e of God. He that is ignoraih 
may there learn and have knowledge. He that is hard- 
hearted, and an obstinate sinner, shall there find ever- 
lasting torments, prepared of God’s justice, to make him 
afraid, and to mollify or soften liim. He that is oppressed 
with misery in this world shall there? fitjd relief in the 
promises of everlasting life, to b’« great consolation and 
comfort. He that is wounded by the Devil unto death 
shall find there medicine, whereby he may be restored again 
unto health. If it shall bf rteqiiisite to teach any truth, 
or reprove false doctrine, to rebuke any vice, to commend 
any virtue, to give good counsel, to comfort, to exhort, 
or to do any other thing requisite for our salvation ; all 
those things,” saith St. Chrysostom," we may learn plen- 
tifully of the Scripture.” "There is,” saith Fulgentius, 
** abundantly enough, both for men to eat, and diildren 
Holy Scripture to There is whatsoever is meet for all 

mtnintereth suf- {^res, and foF all dcgi'ees and sorts of men.” 

These books therefore ought to be much in 
and ages. bands, in our eyes, in our eai's, in our 

tnonths, but most of all in our hearts. For the Scripture 
cowmo- of God is the heavenly meat of our souls 
(Matt. iv. 4.) ; the hearing and keeping of it 
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An Exhortation to the Reading of Holy Scripture, 

maketb us blessed (Luke xi. 28)^ sauctifieth or iioTy stiHp- 
us (John xvii. 17), and maketh us holy; it tare bnugetii. 
turncth our souls ; it is a light lantern to our feet [Ps, 
cxix. loib; it is a sure, stedfast, and everlasting instru* 
ment of salvation; it giveth wisdom to the humble and 
lowly hearts ; it comforteth, maketh glad, cheereth, and 
chcrishcth our conscience ; it is a more excellent jewel or 
treasure than any gold or precious stone ; it is more 
sweet than honey or honey-comb (Ps. xix, 7 — 11); it is 
called the best partywhich Mary did choose, for it hath in 
it everlasting comfort (Luke x. 42)* The words of Holy 
Scripture be called words of everlnsthtg life ; for they be 
God's instrument, ordained for the same purpose (John 
vi* 47, 63, 68). They have power to turn through God's 
promise, and they be effectual through God's assistance, 
and (being received in a faithful heai't) they have ever 
an heavenly spiritual working in them : they are lively, 
quick, and mighty in operation, and sharper than any 
two-edged swordy and enter throughy even unto the di^ 
viding asunder of the soul and the spirit y of the joints 
and the marrow (Hob. iv. 12). Christ calieth him a wise 
building that buildeth upon his word, upon his sure and 
substantial foundation (Matt. vii. 24). By this word of 
God we shall be judged : for the word that I speak y saith 
Christ, is it that shall judge in the lost day (John xii. 48). 
He that keepeth the word of Christ, is promised the love 
and favour of God, and that he shall be the dwelling- 
place or temjjle of the blessed Trinity (John xiv. 23). 
This word whqsoever is diligent to read, and in his heart 
to print that he rcadeth, tlie great affection to the trans- 
itory things of this world si all be ininished in him, and 
the great desire of heavenly things (that be therein pro- 
iiiisfid of God) shall inoreapc in him. And there is notliing 
that so much streagtheneth our faith and trust in God, 
that so much keepeth up innocency and pureness of the 
heart, and also of outward godly life and conversation, 
as continual reading and recording of God's word. For 
that thing, which (by continual use of reading of Holy 
Scripture, and diligent searching of the sftne) is deeply 
printed andjgraven in the heart, at length turneth almost 
into nature. And moreover, the cfiect and virtue of 
God’s word is to illuminate the ignomnt, and to give 
more light unto them that faithfully and diligently read 
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An Exhortation to the Reading of Holy Scripture^ 

it, to comfort their hearrs, and to encourage them to per. 
form that which of God is commanded. It teacheth 
patience iiiall adversity, in prosperity humbleness; what 
lionour is diie. unto God, what mercy and chai4ly to our 
reighboi-ir- It giveth good counsel in all doubtful things. 
It sheweth of whom we shall look for aid and help in all 
^)erils, and that God is the only giver of victory in all 
battles and temptations of our enemies, bodily and ghostly 
(1 Sam. xiv. 6, 12 ; 2 Chron. xx. 15 ; 1 Cor. xv. 57 ; 

Who profit 1 John v. 4). And in the reading of God's 
iJwUH rcaamg word, liG most profitcth not always that is 
most ready in turning of the book, or tn saying 
of it without the book; but he that is most turned into it, 
that is most inspired with the Holy Ghost, most in his 
heart and life altered and changed into that thing which 
lie readelh ; he that is daily less and less proud, less wrath- 
fid, less covetous, and less desirous of worldly and vain 
^ileasures ; he that daily (forsaking his old vicious life) in- 
Cf^aseth in virtur more and more. And to be short, there 
is nothing that more maintaineth godliness of tlie mind, 
and driv<3di away ungodliness, than doth the continual 
reading or hearing of God’s word, if it be joined with a 
godly mind, and a good affect ion to know and follow 
God's will. For without a single eye, pure 
moditien the {|r* intent, and good mind, nothing is allowed 
wl^bringe^* for good before God. And on the other side, 
nothing more darkeiu th Christ and the glory 
of God, nor bringoth in more blindness and all kinds of 
vices, than doth the ignorance of God’s word (Is. v. 24; 
Matt. xxii. 29 ; 1 Cur. xiv. 37). 


THE SECOND PART OF THE SERMON OF THE KNOWLEDGE 
OF HOLY SCRIPTtlRE- 

In the lirst part of this sermon, wdiich exhorteth to the 
knowledge oi lloly Scripture, was declared wherefore the 
knowledgf* of tl>e same is necessary and profitable to all 
men , atuCthal by the true knowledge and understanding 
of Scripture, tiki most necessary points ©four duty tow'ards 
God and our neighbours are also known, ^ow as con- 
cerning the same matter you shall hear w'hat followeth. 

If we profess Cln ist, wliy be w'e not ashamed to be 
ignorant in his doctrine? Seeing that every man is 
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Jn Exhortation to ike ^Reading of Holy Scripture* 

ashamed to be ignorant in that learning which he pro* 
fesseth. That man is ashamed to be called a philosopher 
which readeth not the books of philosophy^ end to be 
called a lawyer, an astronomer, or a physicidw, that is 
Ignorant in the books of law, astronomy, and physic. 
How can any man then say that he professeth Christ and 
his religion, if he will not apply himself (as far forth as 
he can or may conveniently) to read and hear, and so 
to know the books of Christas gospel and doctrine? 
Although other sciences be good, and to be 
learnerl, yet no man can deny but this is the au 

chief, and passeth all other incomparably. ®®***“‘^*^ 
What excuse shall we therefore make, at the last day 
before Christ, that delight to read or hear men’s fancies 
and inventions, more than his most holy gospel ? and will 
find no time to do that, which chiefly, above all things, 
wc should do ; and will rather read other things than that, 
for the w'hich we ought rather to leave reading of all 
other things? Let us therefore apply ourselves, as far 
forth as we can have time and leisure, to know God’s 
word, by diligent hearing and reading thereof, as many as 
profess God, and have faith and trust in him. But they 
that have no good alfection to God’s word (to vain fxpus^s 
colbur this their fault) allege commonly tw^o 
vain and feigned excuses. Some go about to of Ot/U's word, 
excuse them by their own frailness and fear- 
fulness, feigning rhat they dare not read Holy Scripture, lest 
through their ignorance they should fall into any error. 
Other ))retend that the difficulty to under- second, 
stand it, ami the hardness thereof is so great, 
that it is meet to be read on<y of clerks and learned men. 

As touching the first : ignorance of God’s word is the 
cause of all error, as Christ himself affirmed to the Sad- 
ducces, saying, that they erred because they kneuo not the 
Scripture ( M aft, xxii- 29). How should they then eschew 
error, that will be siill ignorant? And how should they 
come out of ignorance, that will not read nor hear that 
thing which should give them knowledge? lie that now 
hath most knowledge, was at the first ignorant ; yet he 
forbare not to read, for fear be should fall into error : but 
he diligently read, lest he should remain in ignorance, 
and through ignorance in error. And if you will not know 
the truth of God (a thing most necessary for you) lest 
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Jin Exhortation to the Reading of Holy Scripture. 

you fall into error ; by the t^ame reason you may then 
lie still, and never go lest (if you go) you fall into the 
mire j nor eat any good meat, lest you take a surfeit j nor 
sow your corn, nor labour in your occupation, nor use 
your merchandise, for fear you lose your seed, your labour, 
your stock ; and so by that reason it should be best for 
you to live idly, and never to ‘take in hand to do any 
manner of good thing, lest peradventure some evil thing 
How most com- chaiice thereof. And if you be afraid to 

mydiousiy, ami fall ill to ciTor by reading of Holy Scripture, 
I shull sbcw you liow yoti may read it with- 
tureistoie Qiit danger of error. Head it humbly with a 
meek and lowly heart, to the intent you may 
glorify God, and not yourself, with the knowledge of it : 
and read it not without daily praying to God, that he 
would direct your reading to good effect ; and take upon 
you to expound it no further than you can plainly under- 
stand it. For, as St. Augustine saith, ^thc knowledge of 
Holy Scripture i a great, large, and a high place ; but the 
door is very low, so that the high and arrogant man cannot 
run in 5 but he mubt stoop low, anej humble himself, that 
shall enter into it.’ Presumption and arrogancy is the 
mother of all error j and humility needeth to fear no error. 
For humility will only search to know the truth : it jrill 
search, and will bring together one place with another ; 
and where it cannot find out the meaning, it will pray, 
it will ask of others that* know, and will not presump- 
tuously and rashly define any thing which it knoweth not. 
Therefore the humble njan may search any truth boldly 
in the Scripture, without any danger of error. And if he 
be ignorant, he ought the more to i-ead and to search 
Holy Scripture, to bring liim out of ignorance. I say 
not nay, but a man may prosper with only hearing ; but 
he may much more profit with both hearing and reading. 
This liave I said as touching the fear to read, through 
ignorance of the person. 

Scripture m concerning the hardness of Scripture; 

some piaers. is he that is so weak that he is not able to brook 
*!Jmevi!^eshard strong meat, yet he may suck the sweet and 
tctidor milk, and defer the rest until he wax 
stronger, and come to mort? knowledge. For 
God receiveth tlie learned and unlearned, and easteth 
away none, but is indifferent unt\i all. And the Scrijiture 
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An Exhortation to the Reading of Holy Scripture^ 

is full, as well of low valleys, plain ways, and easy for 
every man to use and to walk in ; as also of high hills and 
mountains, which few* men can climb unto. Godieavethua 
^ And whosoever giveth his mind to Holy mai> unUught, 
Scriptures with diligent study und burning gyoVwIn To 
desire, it cannot be (saith St- John Chrysos- 
tom) tliat he should be loft without help. For either God 
Almighty will send liim some godl}^ doctor to teach him, 
as Ijc did to instruct the eunuch, a nobleman of Ethiopia, 
and treasurer unto queen Candace, who having a great 
affection to read the Scripture (although he undci’stood it 
not) yet for the desire that he had unto God’s word, God 
sent his apostle Philip to declare unto him the true sense 
of the Scripture tliat he read [Acts yiii.]; or else, if we 
la<;k a learned man to instruct and teacli us, yet God 
liimself from above will give light unto our minds, and 
tt»ach us those tilings which are necessary for us, and 
W' herein we be ignorant/ And in another now the know- 
place Chrysostom saith, that ^ man’s human 
and worldly wisdom or science needeth not to attained unto, 
the understanding of Scripture, but the revelation of the 
Holy Ghost, who inspireih the true meaning unto them that 
with humility and diligence do search therefor/ He that 
asketh shall hare, and he that sceketh shall and he 
that Imocketh shall have the door open (Matt. vii. 7, 8). 
‘ If wc read once, twice, or thrice, and understand not, 
let us not cease so, but still continue read- a pood rule 
mg, praying, asking of other; and so by still 
knocking, at the last the door shall be opened/ Scripture. 
a<» St. Augustine saith Although many things in the 
Scripture be spoken m obscure inysteries, yet tliere is 
nothing spoken under dark mysteries in one place, but 
the self-same thing in other places is spoken more fami- 
liarly and plainly, to the capacity both of learned and 
unlearned. And those things in the Scripture that he 
plain to understand, and necessary for salva- Nomui is<x- 
tion, every man’s duty is t»i learn them, to print 
them in memory, and effectually to exercise wi?!!"* 
them. And as for the dark mysteries, to be contented to 
be ignorant in them, until such time as it shall please God 
to open those things, unto him- In the mean season, if he 
lack either aptness or opportunity, God will not impute 
it to his folly : but yet it behoveth not that such as be apt 
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Exhortation to the Reading of Holy Script ure^ 

fllioiiltl set aside reading, because some other be unapt to 
read : nevertheless, lor the hardness of such places, the 
reading of the \^hole ought not to be set apart. And 
briefly to conclude; as St. Augustine saith,“ By the Scrip- 
ture all men be amended, weak men be strengthened, and 
What pmons strong men be comforted. So that surely 
w.juid tiav6 ig- iiotie enemies to the reading of God’s word, 
tiuuc. but such as either be so ignorant, that they 

know not how -wholesome a thing it is ; or else be so sick, 
that they hate the most comfortable medicine that should 
heal them or so ungodly, that they would wish the 
people still to continue in blindness and ignorance of God. 

Thus we have briefly touched some part of the coinmo- 
ThcHoiy * ditics of God’s holy word, wliich is one of 
beriptJjTft is God’s cliicf and principal benefits, given and 
chief buueiits. declared to mankind here m earth. Bet us 
thank God heartily for this his great and special gift, 
beneficial favour, and fatherly proviflence. Let us be 
glad to revive tl is precious gift of our heavenly Father, 
The tight road- read, and know these holy rules, 

tng, use, and injunctions, and statutes of our Christian 
fitg hlVoiy'^' religion, and upon that ^ve have made pro- 
t^'riptare. fcssion lo God at our baptism. Let us with 
fear and reverence lay up, in the chest of our hearts, these 
necessary and fruitl'ul lessons ; let us night and day muse, 
and have meditation and contemplation in them (Ps. i.2). 
Let us ruminate, and, as it were, chew the cud, that we 
may have the sweet juice, spiritual effect, marrow, honey, 
kernel, taste, comfort, and consolation of them. Let us 
stay, quiet, and certify our consciences, with the most in- 
fallible certainty, truth, and perpetual assurance of thein. 
Lct us pray to God (the only Author of these heavenly 
studies) that we may speak, think, believe, live, and 
depart hence, according to the wholesome doctrine and 
verities of them. And by that means, in this world we 
shall have God’s defence, favour, and grace, with the 
unspeakable solace of peace, and quietness of conscience ; 
and after this miserable life, we shall enjoy the endless 
bliss and glory of heaven: which he grant us all, that 
died for us all, Jesus Christ: to whom, with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, both now 
and everlastingly. Atnen, 
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A SERMON OF THE MISERY OF ALL MAN- 
KIND, AND OF HJS CONDEMNATION 
TO DEATH EVEULASTING, 

BY HIS OWN SIN. 

Thk Holy Ghost, in writing the Holy Scripture, is in 
nothing more diligent than to pull down mans vain- 
glory and pride; which of all vices is most universally 
grafted in all mankind, even from the first iiil'ection of 
our first fiitlier Adam. And therefore we read in many 
places of Scripture, many notable lessons against tliis old 
rooted vice, to teach us the most commendable viitue of 
humility, how to know ourselves, and to renienibor what 
we be of ourselves. In the book of Genesis, Almighty 
God givetli us all a title and name in our great grand- 
father Adam, which ought to warn us all to consider 
what w’e be, whereof we be, from whence we came, and 
whither we shall [go], saying thus. In the siveat of thy 
face shah thou cat thy hread^ till thou be turned again 
into the grou7iJ ; for out of it wast ihoutaften; inasmuch 
as thou art dusty into dust shalt thou he tutmed again 
(Gen. iii. 19). Here (as it were in a glass) we may learn 
to know ourselves to be but ground, earth, and ashes, and 
that to earth and ashes we shall return. 

Also, the holy patnarch Abraham did well remember 
this name and title, dust, earth, and ashes, appointed and 
assigned by God to all mankind : and therefore he calieth 
himself by that name, when he maketh his earnest prayer 
for Sodom and Gomorrah. And we read that Judith 
(iv. and ix.), Esther [iv. 3J, Job (xlii. 6), Jeremiah 
(vi. 2G ; XXV, 34), with othe ' holy men and women in the 
Old Testament, did use sackcloth, and to cast dust and 
ashes upon their heads, when they bewailed their sinful 
living. They called and cried to God for help and mercy, 
with such a ceremony of sackcloth, dust, and ashes, that 
thereby they might tleclare to the whole world what an 
humble and lowly estimation they had of themselves, and 
how well they remembered tbeir name and title aforesaid, 
their vile corrupt frail nature, dust, earth, and ashes. 
The book of Wisdom (vii.) also, willing to pull down 
our proud stomachs, moveth us diligently to remember 
our tnortal and earthly generation, which we have ail of 
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A Sermon of ike Misery of Man. 

liijtn that \vas firet made : and that all men, as well kings 
as subjects, come into this world, and go out of tJie 
same, in like sort : that is, as of ourselves, full niisci'able, 
as we may daily see. And Almighty God commanded 
his j>ro})hct Isaiah to make a proclamation, and cry to 
the whole world : and Isaiah asking What .shall 1 cry ? 
the Lord answered, Cry^ that all Jiesh is yrass, and that 
all the glory thereof is hut as the flower of ike field : when 
the grass is withered^ the flower falleth away, when the 
wind of the hard h/oweth ?ipon it. The people surely is 
grass, the which drieth up, and the flower fadeih away 
(Isaiah \\. G — 8). And the iioly man Job, having in 
himself great experience of the miserable and sint'ul estate 
of man, doth open the same to the world in those words, 
Man, saifh he, that is horn of a woman, living but a short 
time, is full of manifold miseries : he springeth up like a 
flower, a7id fadeth again ; vanisheth away as it were a 
shadow, and never confinueth in 07W state. A nd dost thou 
judge it meet, () Lord, to open thaw eyes xtpon such a 
one, and to bring him to judgment with thee ? Who can 
make him clean, that is conceived of an unclean seed? 
(Job xiv. 1 — 4), And all men of their evilness and 

natural proneness be so universally given to sin, that (as 
the Scripture saith) Qod repented that ♦ cer he made man 
(Gen. vi. 5—7). And hy sin his indignation was so 
much provoked against the world, that be drowned all 
the world with Noah's flood, except Noah liimself and his 
little Jiousehold (Gen. vii, 23). It is not without great 
cause that the Scripture of God doth so many times call 
all men hei e in this world by this word, earth : O thou 
earth, earth, earth, saith Jeremiah, hear the word of the 
Lord (Jer. xxii. 29). This our right name, calling, and 
title, earth, earth, earth, pronounced by the prophet, 
sheweth what we be indeed, by whatsoever other style, 
title, or dignity men do call us. Thus He plainly named 
us, who knowx‘th best, both what we be, and what we 
ought of right to be called. And thus ho seiteth us 
forth, speaking by his’ faithful apostle St. Paul, All men, 
Jews and Gentiles, are under sin : th&f e is none righteous, 
no not one. There is none that understandeth, there is 
none that seeheth after God : they are all gone out of the 
way, tiusy are all unprofitahle ; there is none that dgeth 
g0Od, no not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre, with 
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^ Sej'mon of the Misery of Man, 

their tovgms they have used craft and deceit ^ the poison 
of serpents is uyider their lips; thmr 'mA)Uth is fall of 
cursiny and- bitterness, their feet are swift to shed blood, 
destruction and wretchedness are iu their ivays, and the 
way of peace haee they not known : there is no fear of 
God before their eyes (Rom. iii, 9 — 18), And in another 
place St. Paul wriielh thus, God hath wrajyped all na- 
tions in unhelUf, that he might have mercy on all (Ronu 
xi. 32). The J^eripture shiiUeih np alt under *?«, that 
the promise by the faith of Jesus Ch?dst should he 
given unto them that believe (Gal. iii. 22). St. Paul in 
many places ])aiiiteth us out in our colours, calling us 
the children of the wrath of God^ when we he born (Ephes. 
ii. 3) : saying also, that we cannot think a good thought 
of ourselves, much less can wc say well, or do well of our- 
selves [2 Cor. iii. 5]. And the wise man saith iu the 
})Ook of Proverbs, The just ma?i falleth seven times a day 
(Prov. xxiv. 10). The most tried alid approved man Job 
feared all his wojks. St. .John the Baj^tist being sancti- 
Jied in his motkefs womb, and praised before lie was 
born, being called an angel, and great before the Lord, 
Jilled even from lei's birth with the Jloly Ghost, the pre- 
parer of the way for our Saviour Christ, and commended 
of our Saviour Christ to he more than a prophet, and 
the greatest that ever was born of a ivomart (Luke i. 15; 
fvii. 24 — 28 ; Mai. iii. 1]) : yet he plainly granteth that he 
had need to he washed of Christ : he worthily extolleth 
and glorifietli his Lord and Master Christ, and hiimhletl^ 
himself as unworthy to unbuckle his shoes, and givelh all 
honour >sind glory to God (Matt, iii, 11, 14 ; [Mark i. 7]), 
So doili St. Paul both oft and evidently confess him- 
self, what he was of hinisr If, ever giving (as a most 
faithful servant) all praise to Ids Master and Saviour 
[c. g. 1 Cor. XV. 10 ; 1 Tim. i. 15]. So doth blessed St. 
Jolin tlu3 evangelist, in the name of himself, and of. all 
other holy men (be they never so just) make tliis open 
confession : If we say we have no sin, ice deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is fiot in us : if we acknowledge our sins, 
God faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have 
not sinned, we make him a Itar, and his word is not in 
(IJohni. 8 — 10), Wherefore the wise man, in the 
book called Ecclesiastes, maketh this true and general 
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confeesion, There is not one just man upon the earthy that 
dt)eth goody and sinneth not (Eccles. vii. 20), And David 
is ashamed of his sin, but not to confess his sin (Psalm 
li. 3, 4). How off, how earnestly, and lamentably doth 
he desire God’s great mercy for his great offences, and 
that God should not enter into judgment with him ! (Psalm 
cxliii. 2), And again, how well weigheth this holy man 
his sins, when he confesseth that they be so many in 
numheVy and so hidy and hard to understand, that it is in 
a manner impossible to know, utter y or number them / 
Wherefore, he having a true, earnest, and deep contem- 
plation and consideration of his sins, and yet not coming 
to the bottom of them, he maketh supplication to God to 
forgive him his prvcyy secret y hid sins ; to the knowledge 
of which he cannot attain (Psalm xix, 12; [xl. 12]). He 
weigheth rightly his sins from the original root and 
spring-head ; perceiving inclinations, provocations, stir- 
rings, stingings, buds, branches, dregs, infections, tastes, 
feelings, and sclents of them to continne in him still. 
Wherefore he saith, Mark and beholdy I was conceived in 
sms (Psalm li. 5 ) ; he saith not shiy but in the plural 
number, sins; forasmuch as out of one, as a fountain, 
spring all the rest. Our Saviour Christ saith, There is 
none good but God ; and that. We can do nothing that is 
good without himy and No math can come to the Father 
hut by him (Mark x. 18 ; Luke xviii. 19 ; J ohn xv. 5 ; 
[John xiv. 6]). He commandeth us also to say, that we 
u7iproJitable servantSy when we have done all that we 
can do (Luke xvii. 10). He preferreth the penitent 
publican before the proud, holy, and glorious Pharisee 
(Luke xviii. 14). He calleth himself a Pkysiciany but 
not to them that he whole, but to them* that he stch, and 
have need of his salve for their sore (Matt. ix. 12). He 
teacheth n» in our prayers to acknowledge ourselves 
sinners, and to ask righteousness and deliverance from 
all evils, at our heavemy Father’s hand. He declareth 
that the sins of our own hearts do defile our own selves. 
He teacheth that an evil word or thought deservetn con- 
demnation, affirming, that toe shall give account for every 
idle word (Matt. xii. 36). He saith, lie came not to save 
but the sheep that were utterly lost and cast away (Matt. 
xVi 24). Therefore few of the proud, just, learnt, wise, 
petjfect, and holy Pharisees were sav^ by him, b^anse 
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they justified themselves by their counterfeit holiness be- 
fore men. Wherefore, good people, let us beware of 
such hypocrisy, vairi-glory, and justifying of ourselves. 


TUB SECOND PART OP THE SERMON OF THE MISERY 
OF MAN. 

Forasmuch as the true knowledge of ourselveB is very 
necessary to come to the right knowledge of God; ye 
have heard in the last reading, how humbly all godJv 
men always have thought of themselves ; and so to thinK 
and judge of themselves, are taught of God their Creator, 
by his holy word. For of oui*»erve8 we be crab-trees, that 
can bring forth no apples. We be of ourselves of such 
earth, as can bring forth but weeds, nettles, brambles, briers, 
cockle, and darnel. Our fruits be declared in the fifth 
chapter to the Galatians. We have neither faitli, charity, 
hope, patience, chastity, nor any thing else that good is, 
but of God ; and therefore these virtues be called there 
the fruits of the Holy Ohostf and not the fruits of man 
(Gal. V. 19 — 2*3), Lot us therefore acknowledge our- 
selves before God (as we be indeed) miseraUe and 
wretched sinners. And let us earnestly re^ient, and hum- 
ble ourselves heartily, and cry to God for mercy. ’ Let 
us all confess with mouth and heart, that we be full of 
imperfections. Let us know our own works, of what 
inaperfection they be, and then we shall not stand foolishly 
and arrogantly in our own conceits, nor challenge any 
part of justification by our merits or works. For truly 
there be imperfections i» our best works : we do not love 
God so much as we are bound to do, with all our heart, 
mind, and power : we do nut fear God so much ite we 
ought to do : we do not pray to God, but with great and 
many imperfections : we give, forgive, believe, litre, and 
hope imperfectly : wc speak, think, and do imperfectly : 
we fight against the devil, the world, and the flesh im- 
perfectly. Let us therefore not be ^ashamed to confess 
plainly our state of imperfection: yea, let us not be 
ashamed to confess imperfection, even in all our best 
works. Let none of us be ashamed to say with holy 
St. Peter, I am a sinful man (Luke v. 8). Let us ali 
say with the holy prophet David, We have sinned with 

w 



A Vernon of the Misery of Man, 

OUT fathers ; we have done amissj and dealt wichedly 
(Psalm cvi, 6). Let us all make open confession with the 
prodigal son to our Father, and say with him, We have 
sinned against heaven^ and before thee, O Father : we 
are not worthy to be called thy sons (Luke xv. 18, 19). 
Let us all say with holy Baruch, O Lord our God, to 
us is worthily ascribed shame and confusion, and to thee 
righteousness : we have sinned, we have done wickedly, 
we have behaved ourselves ungodly in all thy righteous- 
ness” (Baruch ii.). Let us all say with the holy pro- 
phet Daniel, O Lardy righteousness belongeth to theSy unto 
«s belongeth confusion. We have sinned, we have been 
naughty, we have offended, we have fled from thee, we 
have gone hack from all thy precepts a7id judgments 
(Dan. ix. 5 — 8). So we learn of all good men in Holy 
Scriptures, to humble ourselves, and to exalt, extol, 
praise, magnify, and glorify God. 

Thus we have heard how evil wc be of ourselves : bow 
of ourselves, ai)d by ourselves, we have no goodness, 
help, nor salvation ; but contrariwise, sin, damnation, and 
death eveilasting: which if we deeply weigh and consider, 
we shall the better understand the great mercy of God, 
and how our salvation cometh only by Christ. For in 
ourselves (as of ourselves^ we find nothing whereby we 
may be delivered from this miserable captivity, into the 
which we were cast, through the envy of the devil, by 
breaking of God’s commandment, in our first parent 
Adam (2 Cor. iii. 5). We are all become unclean ; bht 
we all are not able to cleanse ourselves, nor to make one 
another of us clean (Psalm xlix. 7). We are by nature 
the children of God^s wrath (Ephes. ii. 3) ; but we are 
not able to make ourselves the children and inheritors of 
God#glory. We are sheep that run astray (1 Pet ii. 
25) ; but we cannot of our own power come again to the 
sheepfold, so great is our imperfection and weakness. In 
ourselves therefore may we not glory, which (of ourselves) 
are nothing but sinful : neither may we rejoice in any 
works that we do, which all be so imperfect and impure, 
that they are not able to stand before the righteous Judg> 
meiit-seat df God; as the holy prophet David saith, Mnter 
not into judgment with thy servant, O Lord; for no man 
that Uveth shall be found righteous in thy sight (Psalm 
cxHit« 2). To God therefore must we flee, or else shall 
16 
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we never find peace, rest, and quietness of conscience, in 
our hearts. For he is the Fa^er of vierciesj and Ood of 
all consolation (2 Cor. i. 3).^ He is the Lord, with whom 
is 'plenteous redemption : he is the God, which of his own 
mercy saveth usy and setteth out his charity and exceeding 
love towards us, in that of his own voluntary goodness, 
when we were perished, he saved us, and provided an 
everlasting kingdom for us (Psalm cxxx. 7; [Titus iii.5; 
Horn V. 8]), And all these heavenly treasures are given 
us, not for our own deserts, merits, or good deeds (which 
of ourselves we have none) but of his mere- mercy freely. 
And for whose sake ? Truly for Jesus Christ’s sake, that 
pure and undcfilcd Lamb of God. He is that dearly 
beloved Son, for whose sake God is fully pacified, satis- 
fied^ and set at one with man. He is the ttamb of Ood, 
which taheth away the sins of the world : of whom only 
it may be truly spoken, that he did all things well, and in 
his mouth was found no craft nor suhtilty (John i. 29, 
[Mark vii. 37], 1 Pet. ii. 22). None but he alone may 
say, The prince of the world came, and in me he hath 
nothing [John xiv. 30]. And he alone may also sajr, 
Which of you shall reprove me of any fault 1 (John viii* 
46). He is the high and everlasting Priest, which hath 
offered himself once for all upon the altar of the cross, and 
with that one oblation hath made perfect for evermore 
them thaUare sanctified (Heb. vii. 27 j [x. 14]), He is 
the aloTie Mediator between ^od and man, which paid 
our ransom to God with his own blood, and with that 
hath he cleansed us from all sin [1 Tim. ii. 5, G ; 1 J ohn 
). 7]. He is the Physician, which healeth all our dis- 
eases. He is that Saviour, which saveth his people from 
all their sins (Matt, i, 21). To be short, he is that flow- 
ing and most plenteous fountain, of whoseffulness %ll we 
have received. For in him alone are all the treasures of 
the wisdom and knowledge (f Qod hidden (John i. 16; 
Col. ii. 3]. And in him, and by him, have we from God 
the Father all good things, pertaining either to the body 
or to the soul. O bow much are we bound to this our 
heavenly Father for his great mercies, which he hath so 
plenteously declared unto us iu Christ Jesus our Lord 
and Saviour ! What thanks worthy and sufficient can 
we give to him ? Let us all with one accord burst out 
with joyful voice, ever praising and magnifying this Lord 
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of mercy, for hid tender kmdness shewed unto us in his 
dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord* 

Hitherto have we heard ^hat we are of ourselves: 
very sinful, wretched, and damnable. Again, we have 
heaitl how that of ourselves and by ourselves, we are 
not able either to think a good thought, or work a good 
deed, so that we can find in ourselves no hope of sal- 
vation, but rather whatsoever maketh unto our destruc- 
tion. Again, we have heard the tender-kindnei^s and 
great mercy of God the Fatlier towards us, and how 
beneficial he is to us for Christ’s sake, without our merits 
or deserts, even of his own mere mercy and tender good- 
ness. Now, how these exceeding great mercies of God, 
set abroad in Christ Jesus for us, be obtained, and how 
we be delivered from the captivity of sin, death, and hell, 
it shall more at large (with God’s help) be declared iu 
the next sermon, tn the mean season, yea, and at all 
times, let us learn to know ourselves, our frailty and 
weakness, without any cracking or boasting of our own 
good deeds and merits. Let us also acknowledge the 
exceeding mercy of God towards us, and confess, that as 
of ourselves cometh all evil and damnation, so likewise 
of him cometh all goodness and salvation, as God himself 
saith by the prophet Hosea, O Israel^ thy destruction 
cometh of thyself hut in me only is thy help and comfort 
(Hosea xiii. 9). If we thus humbly submit odrselves in 
the sight of God, we may4»e sure that in the time of his 
visitation, he will lift us up unto the kingdom of his 
dearly beloved Son Christ Jesus our Lord: to whom, 
with the Father, and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and 
glory for ever. Amen. 



A SERMON OF THE SALVATION OF MAN- 
KIND, BY ONLY CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR, 
FROM SIN AND DEATH EVERLASTING. 


Bbcauss all men be sinnei^ and offenders against God, 
and breakers of his law and commandments, therefore 
can no man by his own acts, works, and deeds (seem they 
never so good) be justihed, and made righteous before 
God : but every man of necessity is constrained to seek 
for another righteousness or justification, to be received 
at God’s own hands, that is to say, the forgiveness of his 
sins and trespasses, in such things as he hath offended. 
And this justification or righteousness, which we so re- 
ceive of God's mercy and Christ’s merits, embraced by 
faith, is taken, accepted, and allowed of God, for our 
perfect and full justification. For the more full under- 
standing hereof, it is our parts and duties ever to remem- 
ber the great mercy of God, how that (all the world being 
wrapped in sin by breaking of the law) God sent his only 
Son our Saviour Christ into tliis world, to fulfil the law 
for us, and by shedding of his most precious blood, to 
make a sacrifice and satisfaction, or (as it may be called^ 
amends to his Father for our lins, to assuage his w^rath 
and indignation conceived against us for the same. 

Insomuch t)|at infants, being baptized and dying in 
their infancy, are by this sacrifice washed from of 

their sins, brought to God's favour, and chnsvs pa$Xn 
made bis children, and inheritors of his «Wation. 
kingdom of heaven. And they, which in act or deed do 
sin after their baptism, when they turn again to God 
unfeignedly, they are likewise washed by this sacrifice 
from their sins, in such sort, that thete remaineth not 
any spot of sin, that shall be imputed to their damnation. 
This is that justification or righteousness which St. Paul 
speaketh of, when he saith. No man U justified hy tho 
works of the law, hut freely hy faith in Jesus ChrUL 
And again he saith, We believe in Jesus Christy that we 
he justified freely hy the faith of Christj and not by the 
works of the law^ because that no man shall he justified by 
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the works of the law (Gal. ii. 16). And although this 
justification be free unto us, yet it cometh not so freely 
unto us, that there is no ransom ftaid therefor at all. 
But here may man’s reason be astonied, reasoning after 
this fashion. If a ransom be paid for our 
Objection, redemption, then is it not given us freely. 
For a prisoner that payeth his ransom is not let go freely; 
for if he go freely, then he goeth without ransom : for 
what is it else to go freely, than to be set at liberty with- 
out payment of ransom ? This reason is satisfied by the 
Aiwwor wisdom of Ciod in this mystery of our 

redemption, who hath so tempered his justice 
and mercy together, that he would neither by his justice 
condemn us unto the everlasting captivity of the devil, 
and his pnson of hell, remediless for ever without mercy, 
aor by his mercy deliver us clearly, without justice, or 
payment of a just ransom : but with his endless mercy he 
joined his most upright and equal justice. His great 
mercy he shewed unto us in delivering us from our former 
captivity, without requiring of any ransom to be paid, or 
amends to be made upon our parts, which thing by us 
had been impossible to be done. And whereas it lay not 
in us that to do, he provided a ransom for us, that was, 
the most precious body and blood of his own most dear and 
best beloved Son Jesus Christ, who, besides this ransom, 
fulfilled the law for us perfectly And so the justice of 
God and his mercy did embrace together, and fulfilled the 
mystery of our redemption [Ps. Ixxxv. 10]. And of this 
justice and mercy of God knit together, speaketh St. 
Paul in the third chapter to the Romaifb [rw. 23 - 25], 
All have offended, and have need of the glory of God ; 
tut are jukified freely by his grace, by vedewplion which 
is in Jesm Chi'ist, whom God haih set forth, to us for a 
reconciler and j^eace-maher, through faith in his blood, to 
shew his 7*ighteousne8S, And in the tenth chapter [i?. 4], 
Christ is the end of the law unto 7'ighteousmss, to e very 
man that believetk. And in the eighth chapter \vv* 3,4], 
That which was impossible by the lawfinasmuch as it was 
weak by ih6 flesh, God sending his own Son in the simir 
Utude of sinful flesh, by sin condemned sin in the flesh, 
that the righteousness of the law might he fulflUed in us, 
which walk not after ike flesh, but after the Spirit, 

In these foresaid places, the apostle toucheta specially 
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tliree things, which must go together in our Three thfs«* 
justification. Upon God^s part, his 
mercy and grace : upon Chnst’s part, justice, tton. 
that is, the satisfaction of God’s justice, or the price of oar 
redemption, by the offering of his body, and shedding of 
his blood, with fulfilling of the law perfectly and throughly ; 
and upon our part, true and lively faith in the merits of 
Jesus Christ, which yet is not ours,, but by God’s work- 
ing in us : so that in our justification, is not only God’s 
mercy and grace, but also his justice, which the apostle 
calleth the justice of God, and it consisteth in paying our 
ransom and fulfilling of the law: and so the grace of God 
doth not shut out the justice of God in our justification, 
but only shutteth out the justice of man, that is to say, 
the justice of our works, as to be merits of deserving our 
justification. And therefore St. Paul declareth here no- 
thing upon the behalf of man, concerning his justification, 
but only a true and lively faith, which nevertheless is the 
gift of Qody and not man’s only work, without God 
[Eph. ii. 8]. And yet that faith doth not shut hov it i* to Ae 
out repentance, hope, love, dread, and the SSih 
fear of God, to be joined with faith in every without work*, 
man that is justified ; but it shutteth them out from the 
office of justifying. So that although they be all present 
together in him that is justified, yet they justify not alto- 
gether. Neither doth faith shut out the justice of our 
good works, necessarily to be done afterwards, of duty 
towards God, (for we are most hounden to serve God, in 
doing good deeds, commanded by him in bis Holy Scrip- 
ture, all the days of our life) but it excludeth tmm, so 
that we may not do them tc this intent, to be made just 
by doing of them. For all the good works that we can 
do be imperfect, and therefore not able to deserve our 
justification : hut our justification doth come freely by the 
mere mercy of God, and of so great an<l free mercy, that, 
whereas all the world was not able of themselves to pay 
any part towards their ransom, it pleased our heavenly 
Father of his infinite mei’cy, without any our desert or 
deserving, to prepare for us the most precious jewels of 
Christ’s body and blood, whereby our ransom might he 
fully paid, the law fulfilled, and his justice fully satisfied. 
So that Christ is now the righteousness of all them that 
truly do believe in him. He for them paid their ransom 
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by his death. He for them fulfilled the law in his life* 
So that now in him, and by him, every true Christian 
man may be called a fulfiller of tne law, forasmuch as 
that which their infirmity lacked, Christ’s justice hath 
supplied. 


THE SECOND PANT OF THE SERMON OF SALVATION. 

Ye have heard, of whom all men ought to seek their jus- 
tification and righteousness, and how also this rii^hteous- 
ness cometh unto men by Christ’s death and merits. Ye 
heard also, how that three things are required to the 
obtaining of our righteousness, that is, God’s mercy, 
Christ’s justice, apd a true and a lively faith, out of the 
which faith springeth good works. Also before was 
declared at large, that no man can l>e justified by his 
own good works, because that no man fulfilleth the law, 
according to the strict rigour of the law. 

And St. Paul in his epistle to the Galatians proveth 
the same, saying thus. If there had been any law given, 
which could havejmtified, verily righteousness should have 
been by the law (Gal. hi. 21). And a^ain he saith, If 
riqkteousness be by the law, then Christ died in vain 
[6al. ii. 21]. And again he saith, You that are justified 
by the law are fallen away from grace [Gal. v. 4], And 
furthermore he writeth to the Ephesians on this wise, Hy 
grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of your^ 
selves, for it is the gift of Qod, and not of works, lest any 
man should glory ^phes. ii. 8, 9). And to be short, the 
sum oihall Paul’s aisputation is this; that if justice come 
of works, then it cometh not of grace ; and if it come of 
grace, then it cometh not of works [Rom. xi. 6]. And to 
this end tend all the prophets, as St. Peter saitli in the 
tenth of the Acts (u. 43), Of Christ all the Prophets 
(saith St* Peter) do witness, that through his name, all 
they that believe in him sMl receive the remisdon of sins* 
And after this wise, to be justified only bv this true and 
<Faitiioxiiy lively faith in Christ, speak all the old and 
SStSSS*of ow* ancient authors, both Greeks and ^tins. Of 
whom I will specially rehearse three, Hilary, 
Basil, and Ambrose, St. Hilary saith these words plainly 
in the ninth oanpn upon Matthew, “ Faith only justifieth, ’ 
And St. Basil, a Greek author, writeth thus, This is a 
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perfect and whole rejoicing in God, when a man ad- 
vanceth not himself for Ills own righteousness, bl|^ 
acknowledgeth himself to lack true justice and righteous- 
ness, and to be justified by the onlyiaith in Chrisu And 
Paul (saith he; doth glory in the contempt of bis own 
i^hteousness, and that ne looketh for the righteousness of 
Crod by faith ” (Philip, iii. 8, 9)* These be the very words 
of St. Basil. And St. Ambrose, a Latin author, saith 
these words, This is the oi'dinance of God, that they 
which believe in Christ, should be saved without works, 
by faith only, freely receiving remission of their sins.’’ 
Consider diligently these wor<M, ‘ without works, by faith 
only, freely’ we receive remission of our sins. What oan 
be spoken more plainly, than to say, that freely, without 
works, by faith only, we obtain remission of our sins ? 
These and other like sentences, that we be justified by 
faith only, freely, and without works, we do read ofitimes 
in the best and ancient writers. As beside Hilary, Basil, 
and St. Ambrose, before rehearsed, we read the same in 
Origen, St. Chrysostom, St. Cyprian, St. Augustine, Pro- 
sper, CEcumenius, Phocius, Bernard us, Anselm, and 
many other authors, Greek and Latin. Nevertheless, 
this sentence, that we be Justified by faith only, is not so 
meant of them, that the said justifying faith is alone in man, 
without true repentance, hope, charity, dread, and the fear 
of God, at any time and season. And when 
they say, thaf^e be justified freely, they mean ^^J.***!^*** 
not that we should or might afterward be idle, ” 
and that nothing should be required on our parts after- 
ward : neither mean they that we are so to be justified 
without good works, that we should do no good works 
at all, like as shall be more i xpressed at large hereafter. 
But this saying, that^we be justified by faith only, freely 
and without works, is spoken for to take away clearly all 
merit of our works, as being unable to deserve our justi- 
fication at God’s hands, and thereby most plain^ to 
express the weakness of man, and the g^oodness of God; 
the great infirmity of ourselves, and the might and power 
of God ; the imperfectness of our own works, and the 
most abundant ^ace of our Saviour Christ ; and there- 
fore wholly to ascribe the merit and deserving of our 
justification unto Christ only, and his most precious blood- 
shedding* This faith the Holy Scripture teaehetb ns; 
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The profit of this IS the Strong rock and foundation of 
juL Christian religion ; this doctrine all old and 
tifieth/ ancient authors of Christ's church do approve ; 
this doctrine advanceth and setteth forth the true gloiy 
of Christ, and beateth down the vain glory of man ; this 
■Whet they be whosoever denicth, is not to be accounted for 
doctrino’*‘feiS^ ^ Christian man, nor for a setter-fbrth 8f 
onSjuSifl^.’ Christ's ^lory ; but for an adversary to Christ 
and his gospel, and for a settcr-forth of men’s vain-glory. 
And although this doctrine be never so true (as it is most 
true indeed) that we be justified freely, without all merit 
of our own good works (as St, Paul doth express it), and 
freely, by this lively and perfect faith in Christ only (as 
the ancient authors use to speak it) yet this true doctrine 
must be also truly understood, and most plainly declared, 
lest carnal men should take unjustly occasion thereby to 
live carnally, after the appetite and will of the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. And because no man should err by 
A declaration mistaking of this doctrine, 1 will plainly and 
declare the right understanding of 
vorksju«tiaeth.' the same, that no man shall justly think that 
he may thereby take any occasion of carnal liberty, to 
follow the desires of the flesh, or that thereby any kind of 
sin shall be committed, or any ungodly living the more 
used. 

First, you shall understand, that in our justification by 
Christ, it is not all one thing, tht office of drod unto man, 
and the office of man unto God. Justification is not the 
office of man, but of God ; for man cannot make himsell 
righteous by his own works, neither in part, nor in the 
whole ; for that were the greatest arrogancy and jpre- 
sumption of man, that antichrist could set up against 
God, to affirm that a man might by, his own works take 
away and purge his own sins, and so justify himself. But 
jantmcation is office of God only, and is 

the office of God not a thing which we render unto himi but 
®*‘ which we receive of him ; not which we give 

to him, but which we take of him, by his free mercy, and 
by the only merits of his most dearly beloved Son, oiir 
only Redeemer, Saviour, and Justifier, Jesus Christ. *So 
that the true understanding of this doctrine, ‘We be 
justified freely by faith without works,' or that we be 
justified by &ith in Christ only,' is not, that this our own 
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act to believe in Christ, or this our faith in Christ, which 
IS within us, doth justify us, and deserve our justification 
unto us, (for that were to count ourselves to be justified 
by some act or virtue that is within ourselves) but the • 
true understanding and meaning thereof is, that although 
we hear God's word, and believe it ; although we have 
faith, hope, charity, repentance, dread, and fear of God 
within us, and do never so many works thereunto } yet we 
must renounce the merit of all our said virtues, of faith, 
hope, charity, and all other virtues and good deeds, which 
wo either have done, shall do, or can do, as things thdt be 
far too weak and insufficient, and imperfect, to desei-ve re- 
mission of our sins, and our justification ; and therefore 
we must trust only in God's mercy, and that sacrifice 
which our High Priest and Saviour Christ Jesus, the Son 
of God, once ofiered for us upon the cross, to obtain 
thereby God’s grace, and remission, as well of our original 
sin in l>aptism, as of all actual sin committed by us after 
our baptism, if we truly repent, and turn unfei^edly to 
him again. So that, as St. John Baptist, although he 
were never so virtuous and ^odly a man, yet in this 
matter of forgiving of sin, he did put the people from him, 
and appointed them unto Christ, saying thus unto them, 
Beholdj yonder is the Lamb of Ood^ which taketk away 
the svis of the world (John i. 29) : even so, as great and 
as godly a vp^tue as the lively faith is, yet it putteth us 
from itself, and remittetli or appointeth us unto Christ, 
for to have only by him remission of our sins, or justifica- 
tion. So that our faith in Christ (as it were) saith unto 
us thus. It is not I that take away your sins, but it is 
Christ only; and to him only I send you for that purpose, 
forsaking therein all your good virtues, words, thoughts, 
and works, and only putting your trust in Christ. 


THE THIRD PART OF THE SERBf ON OF SALVATION. 

It hath been manifestly declared unto you, that no man 
can fulfil the law of God, and therefore by the law all 
men are condemned: whereupon it followeth necessarily, 
that some other thing should be required for our salvation 
than the law; and that is, a frne and a lively faitb in 
Christy bringing forth good worliS; and a life according tb 
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God^s conimandmonts. And also you heard the ancient 
authors’ minds of this saying, * Faith in Christ only justi- 
fieth man/ so plainly declared, that you see, that die very 
•true meaning of this proposition or saying, ^ We be justi- 
fied by faith in Christ only,' (according to the meaning 
of the old ancient authors) is this ; We put our faith in 
Christ, that we be justified by him only, that we be jus- 
tified by God’s free mercy, and the merits of our Saviour 
Christ only, and by no virtue or good w'orks of our own^ 
that is in us, or that we can be able to have, or to do, for 
to deserve the same ; Christ himself only being the cause 
meritorious thereof. 

Here you perceive many words to be used, to avoid 
contention in words with them that delight to brawl about 
words, and also to shew the true meaning, to avoid evil 
taking and misunderstanding; and yet peradventure all 
will not serve with them that be contentious ; but con- 
tenders will ever for^e matters of contention, even when 
they have none (occasion thereto. Notwithstanding, such 
be the less to be passed upon, so that the rest may profit, 
which will be more desirous to know the truth, than (when 
it is plain enough) to contend about it, and with con- 
tentious and captious cavillation, to obscure and darken it. 
Truth it is, that our own works do not justify us, to speak 
properly of our justification ; that is to say, our works do 
not merit or deserve remission of our sins, and make us, 
of unjust, just before God: but God of his mere mercy, 
through the only merits and deservings of his Son Jesus 
Christ, doth justify us. Nevertheless, because faith doth 
directly send us to Christ for remission of our sins ; and 
that by faith given us of God, we embrace the promise of 
God’s mercy, and of tlie remission of our sins, (which 
thing none other of our virtues or works properly doth,) 
therefore the Scripture useth to say, that faith without 
works dothjustify. And forasmuch as it is all one seh- 
tence in ef^ct, to say, ^ faith without works, ^ and * only 
faith/ doth justify us ; therefore the old ancient fathers of 
the church, from time to time, have uttered our justifica- 
tion with this speech, ^ Only faith justifietfa us : ' meaning 
none other thing than St. Paul meant, when he said, 
JP'aith mithtmt works juetijieih la (Gal. ii. 16]. And be- 
cause all this is brought t^ pass through the only merits 
and; deservings of our Saviour Christ, and not throuirh 
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our merits, or through the merit of any virtue that we 
have within us, or of any work that comoth from us 5 
therefore, in that respect of merit and deserving, we for- 
sake, as it were, altogether again, faith, works, and all 
other virtues- For our own imperfection is so great, 
through the corruption of original sin, that all is imperfect 
that is within us, faith, charity, hope, dread, thoughts, 
words, and works, and therefore not apt to merit and 
deserve any part of our justification for us. And this 
form of speaking use wd, in the humbling of ourselvc^s 
to God, and to give all the glory to our Saviour Christ, 
who is best worthy to have it 

Hero you have heard the office of G od in our justifica- 
tion, and how we receive it of him freely, by his mercy, 
without our deserts, through true and lively faith. Now 
you shall hear the office and duty of a Christian man unto 
God, what we ought on our part to render unto God 
again, for his great mercy and goodness. Our 
office is, not to pass the time of this present preach * faith 
life unfruitfully and idly, after that we are So 
baptized or justified, not caring how few good 
works we do, to the glory of God, and profit Soufddono 
of our neighbours : much less is it our office, 
after that we be once made Christ's membere, to live con- 
ti*ary to the same; making ourselves members of the devil, 
walking after his enticements, and after the suggestions of 
the world and the flesh, whereby we know that we do 
serve the world and the devil, and not Gk>d» For that 
faith which bringeih forth (without repentance) either evil 
works, or no good works^ is not a right, pure, and lively 
faith, but a dead^ devilish, counterfeit, and feigned faiths as 
St Paul and St. J ames call it [1 Cor. xiii. 2 ; James ii. 17]* 
For even the devils know and believe that Thedevu* 
•Christ was born of a virgin j that he fasted 
forty days and forty nights without meat and (uth. 
drink; that he* wrought all kind of miracles, declaring 
himself very God. They believe also, that Christ for our 
sakes suffered most painful death, to redeem us from 
everlasting death, and that he rose again from death, the 
third day ; they believe that be ascended into heaven and 
tliat he sitteth on the right hand of the Father, and at the 
last end of this world shall come a^ain, and jud^ both 
the quick and the dead. These articles of our faith the 
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devils believe, and so they believe all things that he written 
in the New and Old Testament to be true: and yet for 
all this faith they be but devils, reniainii^ still in their 
damnable estate, lacking the very true Christian faith. 
For the right and true Chrislian faith is, not whatisthe 
only to believe that Holy Scripture, and all true and jusuiy- 
tbe forcsaid articles of our faith are true, but 
also to have a sure trust and confidence in God’s merciful 
promises, to be saved from everlasting damnation by 
Christ : whereof doth follow a loving heart to obey his 
eommandments. And this true Christian faith neittier 
any devil hath, nor yet any man, which in the outward 
profession of his mouth, and in his outward receiving of 
the sacraments, in coming to the church, and in all other 
outward appearances, seemeth to be a Christian man, and 
yet in his living and deeds sheweth the contrary. For 
how can a man nave this true faith, this sure They that con- 
trust and confidence in God, that 

livta *hate not 

merits of Christ his sins he forgiven, and he trnelifSu® 
reconciled to the favour of God, and to be partaker of 
the kingdom of heaven by Christ, when ho liveth un- 
godly, and denieth Christ in his deeds? Surely no such 
ungodly man can have this faith and trust in God. For 
as they know Christ to be the only Saviour of the world, 
so they know also that wicked men shall not enjoy the 
kingdom of God. They know that Ood kateth unrighte- 
ousness; that he will destroy all those that speak untruly 
f Psalm V. 4 — 6) ; that those which have done good works 
(which cannot be done without a lively faith in Christ) 
shall come forth into the resurrection of life, and those 
that have done evil shall come unto the resurrection of 
judgment. Very well they know also, that to them that 
he contentious^ and to them that will not he obedient unto 
the truth, but will obey unrighteousness, shall come indig^ 
nation, wrath, and eviction, Ac. [Rom. ii. 8, Thete- * 
fore to conclude, considering the infinite benefits of God, 
shewed and given unto us mercifully without our deserts, 
who hath not onl^ created us of nothing, and from a piece 
of vile day, of his infinite goodness, hath exalted us (as 
touching our soul) unto his own similitude and likeness ; 
hut dsb, whereas we were condemned to hell and death 
civeriasting, hath given his own natural Son, being God 
Carnal, immortal, and equal unto himself in power and 
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glory, to be incarnated, and to take our mortal nature 
upon him, with the infirmities of the same, and in the 
same nature to suffer most shameful and painful death for 
our offences, to the intent to justify us, and to restore us 
to life everlasting : so making us also his dear children, 
brethren unto his only Son our Saviour Christ, and inhe- 
ritors for ever with him of his eternal kingdom of heaven. 

These great and merciful benefits of God, if they be 
■well considered, do neither minister unto us occasion to be 
idle, and to live without doing any good works, neither 
yet stir us up by any means to do evil things : but con- 
tiariwise, if we be not d^perate persons, and our hearts 
harder than stones, they move us to render ourselves unto 
God wholly, with all our will, hearts, might, and power, 
to serve him in all good deeds, obeying his command- 
ments during our lives ; to seek in all things his glory 
and honour, not our sensual pleasures and vain-glory; 
evermore dreading willingly to offend Such a merciful 
God and loving Kedeemer, in word, thought, or deed. 
And the said benefits of God, deeply considered, move us 
for his sake also to be ever ready to give ourselves to our 
neighbours, and as much as lieth in us, to study with all 
our endeavour to do good to every man. These be the 
fruits of true faith ; to do good as much as lieth in us to 
every man, and above all things, and in all things, to 
advance the gloiy of God, of whom only we have our 
sanctification, justification, salvation, and redemption. 
To whom be all glory, praise, /ind honour, world 
without end. Amen, 



A SHORT DECLARATION OF THE TRUE, 
LIVELY, AND CHRISTIAN FAITH. 


The first coming unto God, good Christian 
people, is through faith, fwhereby as it is 
declared in the last sermon) we be justified before God. 
And lest any man should be deceived, for lack of right 
understanding thereof, it is diligently to be noted, that 
faith is taken in the Scripture two manner of ways. 
There is one faith, which in Scripture is called , . . 
a dead faith, which bringeth forth no good * 
works, but is idle, barren, and unfruitful. And this faith, 
by the holy apostle 8t. James, is compared to the faith 
of devils, which believe God to be true and just, and tremble 
JOT fear, yet they do nothing well, but all evil ( J ames ii. 19). 
And sucii a manner of faith have the wicked and naughty 
Christian people, which confess God, as St, Paul saith, in 
their mouth, hut demy him in Hieir deeds, being ahomU 
noble, and without the right faith, and to all good works 
reprovahle (Titus i. 16). And this faith is a persuasion 
and belief in man’s heart, whereby he know^eth that there 
is a God, and agreetli unto all truth of God’s most holy 
word, contained in Holy Scripture. So tliat it conslsteth 
only in believing the word of God, that it is true. And 
this is not properly called faith. But as be that readeth 
Csesar’s Commentaries, believing the same to be true, 
hath thereby a knowledge of Caesar’s life and notable acts, 
because he believeth* the history of Caesar ; yet it is not 
properly said, that he believeth in Caesar, of whom he 
Jooketh for no help nor benefit. Even so, he that be- 
lieveth that all that is spoken of God in the Bible is true, 
and yet iiveth so ungodly, that he cannot look to enjoy 
the promises and benefits of God ; although it may be 
said, that such a man hath a faith and belief to the wprds 
of God ; yet it is not properly said that he believeth m 
God, or hath such a faith and trust in God, whereby he 
may surely look for grace, mercy, and everlasting life at 
God’s hand, but rather for indignation and punishment, 
accordiijg to the merits of his wicked life. For as it is 
written in a book, intituled to beof Didymus Alexandrinus, 
Forasmuch bs faith without works is dead, it is not now 
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faiths as a dead man is not a man/’ This dead faith there- 
fore is not the sure and. substantial faith, which saveth 
k r .w fa»h sinners. Another faith there is in Scripture, 
^ ’ which is not (as the foresaid faith) idle, un- 

fruitful, and dead, but loorketh hy charity (as St. Paul 
declareth, Gal. v. 6) j which as the other vain faith is 
called a dead faith, so may this be called a quick or 
lively faith. And this is not only the common belief of 
the articles of our faith, but it is also a true trust and con- 
fidence of the mercy of God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and a stedfast hope of all good things to be 
receiv^ at God’s hand : and that although we, tlirough 
infirmity, or temptation of our ghostly enemy, do fall 
from him by sin, yet if we return again unto him by true 
repentance, that he will forgive and forget our offences 
for his Son’s sake, our Saviour Jesus Christ, and will 
make us inheritors with him of his everlasting kingdom ; 
and that in the mean time, until that kingdom come, he 
will be our protector and defender in all perils and dan- 

f ers, whatsoever do chance : and that though sometime 
e doth send us sharp adversity, yet that evermore he 
will be a loving Father unto us, correcting us tor our sin, 
but not withdrawing his mercy finally from us, if we trust 
in him, and commit ourselves wholly unto him, hang only 
upon him, and call upon him, ready to obey and serve 
him. This is the true, lively, and unfeigned Christian 
faith, and is not in the mouth and outward profession only, 
but it liveth, and stirreth inwardly in the heart. And this 
faith is not Without hope and trust in God, nor without 
the love of God and of our neighbours, nor without the 
fear of God, nor without tli i desire* to hear God’s word, 
and to follow the same in eschewing evil, and doing gladly 
all good works. 

faith (as St. Paul describeth it) is the sure ground 
and foundation of the benefits which we ought to look for ^ 
and trust to receive of God^ a certificate and sure looking 
for tkemy although they yet sensibly appear not unto us 
(Heb. xi. 1). And after he saith, J£e that cometh to God 
must believcy both that he w, an4 that he is a merciful re* 
warder of welldoers [Heb. xi. 6]. And nothing com- 
mendeth good men unto God so much as this assured 
faith and trust in him. Of this faith three things are 
specially to be noted. 31 
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Firsts that this faith doth not lie dead in the heart, but 
» lively and fruitful in bringing forth good Threethtog, 
works. Secondly, that without it can no good are to be noted 
works be done, that shall be acceptable and 
pleasant to God. Thirdly, what manner of good works 
they be that this faith doth bring forth. 

For the first : as the light cannot be hid, but will shew 
forth itself at one place or other; so a true faith 
cannot be kept secret, but when occasion is good works, 
offered, it will break out, and shew itself by good works. 
And as the living body of a man ever exerciseth such 
things as belong to a natural and living, body, for nourish* 
ment and preservation of the same, as it hath need, oppor- 
tunity, and occasion ; even so the soul that hath a lively 
faith* in it will be doing alway some good work, which 
shall declare that it is living, and will not be unoccupied. 
Therefore when men hear in the Scriptures so high com- 
mendations of faith, that it maketh us to please God, to 
live with God, and to bo the children of God; if then 
they fancy that they be set at liberty from doing all good 
works, and may live as they list, they trifle with God, and 
deceive tliemselves. And it is a manifest token that they 
be far from having the true and lively faith, and also far 
from knowledge what true faith meaneth. For the very 
sure and lively Christian faith is, not only to believe all 
things of God which are contabied in Holy Scripture, but 
also to have an earnest trust and Confidence in God, that 
he doth regard us, and that he is careful over us, as the 
father is over the child whom he doth love, and that he 
will be merciful unto us for his only Son’s sake, and that 
we have our Saviour ^Christ our perpetual Advocate, and 
Priest, in whose only merits, oblation, and suffering, we 
do trust that our offences be continually washed and 
purged, whensoever we, repenting truly, do return to him 
with our whole heart, stedfastly determining with our- 
selves, through his grace, to obey and serve him in keep- 
ing his commandments, and never to turn back again to 
sin. Such is the true faith that the Scripture doth so 
much commend, the which, when it seetb and considereth * 
w^t God hath done for us, is also moved, through con- 
tinual assistance of the Spirit of God, to serve and please 
him, to keep his favour, to fear his displeasure, to continue 
his oh^ient children shewing thankfulness again by ob- 
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serving and keeping his commandments, and that freely, 
for true love chiefly, and not for dread of punishment, or 
love of temporal rewai*d, considering how clearly, without 
deservings, we have received his mercy and pardon freely. 

This true faith will shew forth itself, and cannot long 
be idle : for as it is written, The just man doth live hy his 
faith (Habak. ii. 4). He neither sleepeth, nor is idle, 
when he should wake and be well occupied. And God 
by his prophet Jeremiah saith, that he is a happy and 
blessed many which hath faith and confidence in Qod. 
For he is like a tree set hy the water^sidcy that spreadeth 
his 7'oots abroad ti^ard the meisturey and feareth not heat 
when it cometh ; his leef will be green, and will not cease 
to bring forth his fruit (Jer. xvii. 7, 8; [Psal. i. 3]) : even 
so, faithful men, putting away all fear of adversity, will 
shew forth the fruit of their good works, as occasion is 
offered to do them. 


THE SECOND PAKT OF THE SERMON OF. FAITH 

Ye have heard in the first part of this sermon, that there 
be two kinds of faith, a dead and an unfruitful faith, and 
a faith lively, that worketh by charity : the first to be 
unprofitable j the second necessary for the obtaining of our 
salvation : the which faith hath chanty always joined 
unto it, and is fruitful, bringing forth all good works. 
Now as concerning the same matter, you shall hear what 
followelh. The wise man saith, ‘‘ He that believeth in 
God will hearken , unto his commandments" (tilcclus. 
xxxii.). For if we do notrfaew ourselves faithful in our 
conversation, the faith which we pretend to have is but a 
feigned faith : because the true Christian faith is manifestly 
shewed by good living, and not by words only, as St. 
Augustine saith, Good living cannot be separated from 
true faith, which worketh by love." And St. Chrysostom 
saith, ^ Faith of itself is full of good works ; as soon as 
a man doth believe, he shall be garnished with them.’ 
How plentiful this faith is of good works, and how it 
maketh the work of one man more acceptable to God 
than of another, St. Paul teacheth at large in the eleventh 
chapter to the Hebrews, saying, that faith made the obla* 
tion of Abel better than the oblation of Cain (Heb. xi. 4 j 
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Gen. iv. 4, 5). This made Noah to build the ark (Gen. 
vi. 14, 22; [Heb. xi. 7]). This made Abraham to for^ 
mke his country, and all his friends, and to go into a far 
country, there to dwell among strangers (Gen. xi. 31 ; 
[xii. 1 & seq.] ; Ecclus. xliv.). So did also Isaac and 
Jacob, dependinj^ or hanging only of the help and trust 
that they had in God. And when they came to the 
country tvhich God promised them, they would build no 
cities, towns, nor houses ; but lived like strangers in tents, 
that might every day be removed. Their trust was so 
much in G od, tliat they set but little by any worldly thing ; 
for that God had prepared for them better dvrelling- 
placcs in heaven, of his own foundsdton and building 
[Heb. xi. 8 — 10, 13 — IG]. This faith made Abraham 
ready at God’s commandment to offer his own son and 
heir Isaac, whom he loved so well, and by whom he was 
promised to have innumerable issue ; among the which, 
One should bo born, in whom all nations should he blessed, 
trusthig so much in God, that though he were slain, yet 
that God able by his omnipotent power to raise him 
from death, and perform his promise (Gen. xxii. 2 — 10, 
15 — 18; [Heb. xi. 17 — 19]). Ho mistrusted not the 

promise of God, although unto his reason every thing 
seemed contrary. lie believed verily that God would 
not forsake him in dearth and. famine that was in the 
country. And in all other dangers that he was brought 
unto, he trusted ever that God would be his God, and his 
protector and defender, whatsoever he saw to the contrary. 
This &ith wrought so in the heart of Moses, that he re^ 
fused to be taken for king Pharaoh^ s fkmgkter's son, and 
tc have great infieritance in Egypt, thinking it better 
with the people of God to have affliction and sorrow, than 
with naughty mm in sin to live pleasantly for a time. 
By faith he cared not for the threatening of king Pha^ 
raok : for his trust was so in God, that he passed not of 
the felicity of this world, but looked for the reward to 
come in heaven ; setting his heart upon the invisible God, 
as if ke had seen him ever present before his eyes (Exod. 
ii. 11, 15 ; [Heb. xi. 24 — 27]). By faith the children of 
Israel passed through the Red Sea (Exod. xiv. 22,29; 
[Heb, xi. 29]). By faith the walls of Jericho fell down 
without stroke i and many other wonderful miracles have 
l>een wrought (Josh, vl* 15W ; [Heb, xi. 30]). In all good 
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men that heretofore have been, faith bath brought forth 
their good works, and obtained the promises of God. 
Faith hath stopped the lions* mouths (Dan. vi. 22, 23) : 
faith hath quenched the force of fire (Dxmm, 16 — 25, 28)', 
faith hath escaped the sworiVs edges: faith hath given 
weak men strength^ victory in battle, overthrown the 
armies of infid^y raised th£ dead to life: faith hath 
made good men to take adversity in good part; some 
have been mocked and whipped, hound and cast in 
prison ; some have lost all their goods, and lived in great 
poverty; some have wandered in Tnountains, hilts, and 
wilderness ; sovne have been racked, some slain, some 
stoned, some sawn, some rent in pieces, some beheaded, 
some burnt without mercy, and would not he delivered, 
because they looked to rise again to a better state (Heb. 
xi. 33 — 38). 

All these fathers, martyrs, and other holy men (whom 
St, Paul spake of) had their faith surely fixed in 
God, when all the world was against them. They did 
not only know God to be the Lord, Maker, and Governor 
of all men in the world ; but also they had a special con- 
fidence and trust that he was and would be their God, 
their comforter, aider, helper, maintainer, and defender. 
This is the Christian faith, which these holy men had, 
and we also ought to have. And although they were 
not named Christian men, yet was it a Christian faith that 
they had ; for they looked for all benefits of God the 
Father, through the merits of his Son Jesus Christ, as we 
now do. This difference is between them and us, that 
they looked when Christ should come, and we be in the 
time when he is come. Therefore saith St. Augustine, 

the time is altered and changed, but not tlie faith.’* 
For we have both one feith in one Christ. The same 
Holy Ohost also that we have, had they, saith St. Paul 
(2 Cor. iv. 13). For as the Holy Ghost doth teach us to 
trust in God, and to call upgn him as our Father ; so did 
he teach them to say, as It is written, Thou Lord art our 
Father and Medeemer, and thy Name is without begins- 
ning, and everlasting (Isai. bdii. 16). God gave them 
then grace to be his children, as he doth us now. But 
now, by the coming of our Saviour Christ, we have re- 
ceived more abundantly the Spirit of God in our hearts ; 
whereby we may conceive a greater faith, and a surer 
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trust, than many of them had. But in effect they and 
we be all one : we have the same faith that they had in 
God, a d they the same that we have. And St, Paul so 
Tuuch extolleth their faith, because we should no less, but 
rather more, give ourselves wholly unto Christ, both in 
profession and living, now when Christ is come, than the 
old fathei's did before his coming. And by all the decla- 
ration of St. Paul, it is evident, that the true, lively, and 
Christian faith is no dead, vain, or unfruitful thing, but a 
thing of perfect virtue, of wonderful operation or working, 
and strength, bringing forth all good motions and good 
w’orks. 

All Holy Scripture agreeably beareth witness, that a 
true lively faith in Christ doth bring forth good works ; 
and therefore every man must examine and try himself 
diligently, to know whether he have the same true lively 
faith in his heart unfeignedly, or not; which he shall 
know by the fruits thereof. Many that professed the 
faith of Christ were in this error, that they thought they 
knew God, and believed in him, when in their life they 
declared the contrary : which error St. John in his first 
‘epistle confuting, writeth in this wise. Merely we are 
certified that we know Ood^ if we observe his commands 
ments. He that saith he knoweth Ood^ and observetk 
not his commandments^ is a liar^ and the truth is not in 
him ( I J ohn ii. 3, 4). And again he saith. Whosoever 
sinneth doth not see Godj nor know him. Let no man 
deceive you^ well-beloved children (1 John hi. 6, 7). And 
moreover he saith. Hereby we know that we be of the 
truthf and so we shall persuade our hearts before him. 
For if our own hearts reprove us, Ood is above our 
JtsartSf and kmweth all things. Well beloved, if our 
hearts reprove us not, then have we confidence in Ood, 
and shall have of him wltatsoever we ask, because we keep 
his cominandments, and do those things that please him 
(1 John hi. 19 — 22), And ^et further he saith, Every 
man that helievetk that Jesus is Christ, is bom of Ood ; 
and we know that whosoever is born of God doth not sin : 
hut he that is begotten of Ood jmrgeth himself, and the 
devil doth not touch him (1 John v. 1, 18). And finally 
he concludeth, and sheweth the cause why he wrote this 
epistle, saying, For this cause have I thus written unto 
you, that you may know that you have everlasting 
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lifc^ which do believe in the Son of God (1 John v. 13), 
And in his third epistle he eonhrrneth the whole 
matter of faith and works in few words, saying, lie 
that doth well is of Qody and he that doth evil 
hn&weth not God (3 John 11). And as St. John 
saith, that the lively knowledge and faith of God 
bringeth forth good works ; so saith he likewise of hope 
and charity, that they cannot stand w'ith evil livings Ot 
hope he writeth thus, We know that when God shall 
appear y we shall he like unto hiniy for we shall see him 
even as he is : and whosoever hath this hope in him doth 
purify himself lihe as God is pure (1 J ohn iii. 2, 3). 
And of charity he saith these words. Me tluLt doth keep 
God's word and commandimnty in him is truly the per- 
feet love of God (1 John ii. 5). And again he saith, 
This is the love cf Gody that we should keep his com- 
mandments (1 John V. 3). And St. John wrote not this 
as a subtile saying, devised of his own fancy, but as a 
most certain and necessary truth, taught unto him by 
Christ himself, the eternal and ‘infallible Verity, who^in 
many places doth most clearly affirm, that faith, hope, and 
charity, cannot consist or stand without good and godly 
works. Of faith he saith, Jle that believeth in the Son 
hath everlasting life ; but he that believeth not in the Son 
shall not see that life, but the wrath of God remaineth 
upon him (John iii. 36). And the same he confiiTneth with 
a double oath, saying, Verily, verily, I say unto you. Me 
that believeth in me hath everlasting life (John vi. 47). 
Now forasmuch as he that believeth in Christ hath ever- 
lasting life, it must needs consequently follow, that he 
that hath this faith must h: ve also good works, and be 
studious to observe God's commandments obedientljr. 
For to them that have evil works, and lead their life in 
disobedience and transgression, or breaking of God's 
commandments, without repentance, pertaineth not ever- 
lasting life, but everlasting death, as Christ himself saith, 
They that do well shall go into life eternal; hut they that 
do evil shall go into everlasting fire (Matt. xxv. 46). And 
again he saith, X am the first letter and the last, the be- 
ginnina and the ending : to him that is athirst, I will 
give of the well of the water of life freely : he that hath 
the victory shall have all things, and I wiU he his God, 
and he shall be my son ; but they that be fearful, mis* 
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trusting God, and lacking faith, they that he cursed 
people, and murderers, fornicators, a'tid sorcerers, 
and idolaters, and all Imrs, shall have their portion in 
the lake that hurneih with fire and brimstone, which is 
the second death ("Rev. xxi. 6 — 8). And as Christ un- 
doubtedly afHrmeth, that true faith bringetli forth good 
works, so doth he say likewise of charity, bring- 
Whosoever ha th my commandments and eth forth good 
keepeth them, that is he that lovetk me. And 
after he saith, He that loveth me will keep my word, and 
he that loveth me not keepeth not my toords ( J ohn xiv, 
21, 23, 24). And as the love of God is tried by good 
works, so is the fear of God also, as the wise man saith, 
The dread of God putteth away sin** (Eccliis i.). And 
also he saith, “ He that feareth God will do good works 
(Ecclus. XV.) 


THE THIKI> PART OF THE SERMON OF FAITH. 

You have heard in the second part of this sermon, that 
no man should think that he hath that lively faith which 
Scripture commandeth, when he liveth not obediently to 
God’s laws ; for all good works spring out of that faith. 
And also it hath been declared unto you by examples, 
that faith maketh men stedfast, quiet, and patient in all 
affliction. Now as concerning the same matter, you shall 
hear what followeth. 

A man may soon deceive himself, and think in his own 
fancy that he by faith knoweth God, loveth him, feareth 
him, and beloi^eth to him, when in very deed he doth 
nothing less. For the trial of all these things is a very 
godly and Christian life. He that feeleth his heart set to 
seek God’s honour, and studieth to know the will and 
commandments of God, and to frame himself thereunto, 
and leadeth not his life after the desire of his own flesh, 
to serve the devil by sin, hut setteth his mind to serve 
God for His own sake, and for his sake also to love aQ 
his neighbours, whether they be friends or adversaries, 
doing good to every man, as opportunity serveth, and 
willingly hurting no man ; such a man may well rejoice 
in God, perceiving by the •trade of his life, that he un- 
feignedly hath the right knowledge of God, a lively faith, 
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a sledfast hope, a true and unfeigned love andfear ofGod* 
But he that castetli away the yoke of God’s command- 
ments from his neck, and giveth himself to live without 
true repentance, after his own sensual mind and pleasure, 
not regarding to know God’s word, and much less to live 
according thereunto ; such a man clearly deceiveth him- 
self, and seeth not his own heart, if he thinketh that he 
either knoweth God, loveth him, feareth liim, or trusteth 
in him. Some peradventure fancy in themselves that 
they belong to God, although they live in sin, and so they 
come to tlie church, and shew themselves as God’s dear 
children. But St. John saith plainly. If we say that we 
have any company with Qod^ and walk in darkness^ we 
do lie (1 John i. 6). Other do vainly, think that they 
know and love God, although they pass not of his com- 
mandments. But St. John saith clearly. He that salth^ 
I know God, and hcepeth not his comrnandnients, he is a 
liar John ii. 4). Some falsely persuade themselves, 
that tney love God, when they hate their neighbours. 
But St. John saith manitbstly. If any 7nan say, I loce 
God, and yet hateth his brother, he is na liar (1 John iv. 
20). He that saith that he is in the liyht, and hatetfi his 
brother, he is still in darkness. He that loveth his bro^ 
ther dwelleth in the light ; but he that hateth his brother 
is in darkness, and walheth in darkness, and knoweth not 
whither he goeth : for daf'kness hath blinded his eyes 
(1 John ii. 9 — 11). And moreover he saith, Hereby we 
vianifestly know the children of God from the children of 
the He that doeth not righteously is not the child 

of God, nor he that hateth his brother (1 John iii. 10). 

Deceive not yourselves thepfore, thiuking that you 
liave faith in God, or that you love God, or do trust in 
him, or do fear him, when you live in sin : for then your 
ungodly and sinful life declareth the contrary, whatsoever 
you say or think.* It pertaineth to a Christian man to 
have this true Christian faith, and to try himself whether 
he hath it or no, and to know what belongeth to it, and 
how it doth work in him. It is not the world that we 
can trust to ; the world, and all that is therein, is but 
vanity. It is God that must be our defence and protec* 
tion against all temptation of wickedness and sin, errors, 
superstition, idolatry^ £tnd all eyiL If all the world were 
on our side, and God against us, what could the world 

Ovl S' 3y 



A Sermon of Faitlu 

aval) us ? Therefore let us set our whole faith and trust 
in God, and neither the world, the devil, nor all the 
power of them, shall prevail against us. Let us therefor^ 
good Christian people, try and examine our faith, what it 
is : let us not flatter ourselves, but look upon our works, 
and so judge of our faith what it is. Christ himself 
speaketh of this matter, and saith, The tree is known by 
the fruit (Luke vi. 44). Therefore let us do good works, 
and thereby declare our faith to be the lively Christian 
faith. Let us, by such virtues as ought to spring out of 
faith, shew our election to be sure and stable, as St. Peter 
teacheth, Endeavour yourselves to make your calling and 
election certain by good works (2 Peter i. 10). And also 
he saith. Minister or declare in your faith virtue^ in 
virtue knowledge^ in knowledge temperance^ in temperance 
patienccy in patience godliness f in godliness brothetdy 
charity^ in brotherly charity love [2 Peter i. 5 — 7] : so 
shall we shew indeed that we have the very lively Chris- 
tian faith, and may so both certify our conscience the 
better that we be in the right faith, and also by these 
means conflrm othfer men. If these fruits do not follow, 
we do but mock with God, deceive ourselves, and also 
other men. Well may we bear the name of Christian 
men, but we do lack the true faith that doth belong there- 
unto: for true faith doth ever bring forth good works, 
as St. James saith, Shew me thy faith by thy ^eds (James 
ii. 18). Thy deeds and wor^ must be an open testi- 
monial of thy faith: otherwise thy faith, being without 
good works, is but the devils’ faith, the faith of the 
wicked, a fantasy of faith, and not a true Christian faith. 
And like as the devils and evil people be nothing the 
better for their counterfeit faith, but it is unto them the 
more cause of damnation: so they that be christened 
and have received knowledge of God and of Christ’s 
merits, and yet* of a set purpose do live idly, without 
good works, thinking the name of a naked faith to be 
either suflicient for them, or else setting their minds upon 
vain pleasures of this world, do live in sin without re- 
pentance, not uttering the fruits that do belong to such an 
nigh profession ; upon such presumptuous persons, and 
wilful sinners, must needs remmn the great vengeance of 
God, and eternal punishment in hell, prepared for the 
unjust and wicked livers. Therefore as you profess the 
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name of Christy good Christian people^ let no such fantasy 
and imagination of faith at any time beguile you ; but be 
sure of your faith, try it by your living, look upon the 
fruits that come of it, mark the increase of love and charity 
by it towards God and your neighbour, and so shall you 
perceive it to be a true lively faith. If you feel and per- 
ceive such a faith in you, rejoice in it ; and be diligent to 
maintain it, and keep it still in you ; let it bo daily in- 
creasing, and more and more be well working, and so 
shall you be sure that you shall please God by this faith; 
and at the length, as other faithful men have done before, 
so shall you, when his will is, come to him, and receive 
the end and final reward of your faithy as St. Peter 
nameth it, the salvation of your sot^s (i Pet. i. 9) : the 
which God grant us, that hath promised the same unto 
his faithful : to whom be all honour and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 



A. SERMON HOW DANGEROUS A THING 
IT IS TO FALL FROM GOD- 


Op our going from God, the wise man saith that 
pride was the first beginning : for by it man's heart was 
turned from God his Maker. * For pride (saith he) is the 
fountain of all sin : he that hath it shall be full of cursings, 
and at the end it shall overthrow him' (Ecclus. x). And 
as by pride and sin we go from God, so shall God and all 

f oodness with him go from us. And the prophet Hosea 
oth plainly affirm, that they which go away still from 
God by vicious living, and yet would go about to pacify 
him otherwise by sacrifice, and entertain him thereby, 
they labour in vain. For, notwithstanding all their sacri- 
fice, yet he goctli still away from them. Fomomuckf saith 
the prophet, ike^ do not apply their minds to return 
to ixody although they go about with whole flocks and 
herds to seek the Lord, yet they shall not find him : for he 
is gone away from them (Hosea v. 4 — 6. [vi- 6]). But as 
touching our turning to God, or from God, you shall 
understand that it may be done divers ways. Sometimes 
directly by idolatry, as Israel and J uduh then did : some- 
times men go from God by lack of faith, and mistrusting 
of God ; whereof Isaiah speaketh on this w^isc, Woe to 
them that go down into Egypt to seek for helpy trusting in 
horses, and having confidence in the number of chariots, and 
puissance or power of horsemen. They have no confidence 
in the holy God of Israel, nor seek for the Lord. But what 
followeth ? The Lord shall let his hand fall upon them, and 
down shall come both the helper and he that is holpen ; they 
shall be destroyed all together (Isaiah xxxi. 1, 3). Some- 
time men go from God by the neglecting of his command- 
ments concerning their neighbours, which command them 
to express hearty love towards every man, as Zechariah said 
unto the people in God's behalf. Give true judgment, shew 
mercy and compassion every one to his brother, imagine no 
deceit towards undows, or children fatherless and mother- 
less, toward strangers, or the poor ; let no man forge evil 
in his heart against his brother (Zech. vii. 9, lO). But 
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these things they passed not of, they turned their backs, 
and went their way, they stopped their eare that they 
might not hear, they hardened their hearts as an adamant 
stone, that they might not listen to the law, and the words 
that the Lord had sent through his Holy Spirit, by his 
ancient prophets. Wherefore the Lord shewed his great 
indignation upon them. It came to pass, saith the pro- 
phet, even as I told them : as they would not hear, so when 
they criedy they were not heardy hut were scattered into 
all kingdoms which they never ^newy and their land was 
made desolate (Zech. vii. 13, 14). And to be short, all 
they that may not abide the word of God, but following 
the persuasions and stubbornness of their own hearts, go 
backward and not' forward, as it is said in Jeremiah, TAev 
go and turn away from Qod f Jer. vii. 24). Insomuch 
that Origen saith, He that witn mind, with study, with 
deeds, with thought and care, applieth and giveth himself 
to God’s word, and thinketh upon his laws day and night, 
giveth himself wholly to God, and in his precepts and 
commandments is exercised j this is he that is turned to 
God.” And on the other part he saith, Whosoever is 
occupied with fables and tales, when the word of God is 
rehearsed, he is turned from God. Whosoever in time of 
reading God's word is careful in his mind of worldly 
business, of money, or of lucre, he is turned from God. 
Whosoever is entangled with the cares of possessions, filled 
with covetousness of riches, whosoever studieth for the 
glory and honour of this world, he is turned from God.” 
*So that after his mind, whosoever hath not a special mind to 
that thing that is commanded or taught of God, he that doth 
not listen unto it, embrace, and print it in his heart, to the 
intent that he may duly fashion his life thereafter, he is 
plainly turned from God, although he do other things of 
his own devotion and mind, which to him seem better, 
and more to God’s honour. 

Which thing to be true, we be taught and admonished 
in the Holy Scripture, by the example of king Saul, who 
being commanded of God by Samuel, that he should kill 
all tne Amalekites, and destroy them clearly with their 
goods and cattle; yet he being moved partly with pity, 
and partly Tas he thought) with devotion unto God, saved 
Agag the king, and all the chief of their cattle, therewith 
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to make sacrifice unto God. Wherewithal! God being 
displeased highly, said unto the prophet Samuel, I repent 
that ever I made Saul king, for he hath forsaken me, and 
not followed my words, and so he commanded Samuel to 
shew him j and when Samuel asked wherefore (contrary 
to God’s word) he had saTed the cattle, he excused the 
matter partly by fear, saying, he durst do none other, for 
that tlie people would have it so ; partly, for that they 
were goodly beasts, he thought God would be content, 
seeing it was done of a goo^ intent and devotion, to honour 
God with the sacrifice oi them. But Samuel, reproving 
all such intents and devotions, (seem they never so much 
to God’s honour, if they stand not with his word, whereby 
we may be assured of his pleasure) said in this wise. 
Would God have sacrifices and offerings, or rather that 
his word should he obeyed? To obey him, is better than 
offerings, and to listen to him is better than to offer the 
fat of rams : ym, to repugn against his voice is as evil as 
the si7i of soothsaying : and not to agree to it is like ahomi- 
nable idolatry. And 7iow, forasmuch as thou hast cast 
away the word of the Lord, he hath cast away thee, that 
thou shouldest not he king (1 Sam. xv. 3 — 26). 

By all these examples of Holy Scripture, we may 
The taming of J^now, that as we forsake God, so shall he 
God from man. ever forsake us. And what miserable state 
doth consequently and necessaiily follow thereupon, a 
man may easily consider by the terrible threatenings of 
God. And although he consider not all the said misery 
to the uttermost, being so great that it paseeth any man’s* 
capacitv in this life sufficiently to consider the same ; yet 
he sbail soon perceive so much thereof, that if his heart 
be not more than stony, or harder than the adamant, he 
shall fear, tremble, and quake, to call the same to his 
remembrance. 

First, the displeasure of God towards us is com- 
monljr expressed in the Scripture by these two things ; by 
shewing nis fearful countenance upon us, and by turning 
his face, or' hiding it from us. By shewing his dreadfiu 
coiimfenanca is signified his great wrath ; but by turning 
hisiaice or hiding thereof is many times more signified, 
that is to say, that he clearly forsaketh us, and giveth us 
over. The which significations be taken of the properties of 
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men’e manners. For men towards them whom they favour 
commonly bear a good^ a cheerful, and a loving counte- 
nance ; 60 that by the face or countenance of a man, it doth 
commonly appear what will or mind he beareth towards 
other. So when God doth shew his dreadful countenance 
towards us, tha is to say, doth send dreadful plagues of 
sword, famine, or pestilence upon us, it appeareth that he 
is greatly wroth with us. But when he withdraweth 
from us his word, the right doctrine of Christ, his gra- 
cious assistance and aid, (which is ever joined to his word) 
and leaveth us to our own wit, our own will and stren^h ; 
he declareth then, that he beginneth to forsake us. For 
whereas God hath shewed to all them that truly believe 
his gospel, his face of mercy in Jesus Christ, which doth 
so lighten their hearts, that they (if they behold it as they 
ought to do) be transformed to nis image, be made par- 
takers of the heavenly light, and of his Holy Spirit, and 
be fashioned to him in all goodness requisite to the chil- 
dren of God ; so, if they after do neglect the same, if they 
be unthankful unto him, if they order not their lives 
according to his example and doctrine, and to the setting 
forth of his glory, he will take away from them his king- 
dom, his holy word, whereby he should reign in them, 
because they bring not forth the fruit thereof that he 
looketh for. Nevertheless, he is so merciiul, and of so 
long-sufferance, that he doth not shew upon us that great 
wrath suddenly. But when we begin to shrink from his 
word, not believing it, or not expressing it in our livings; 
first he doth send nis messengers, the true preachers of nis 
word, to admonish and warn us of our duty : that as he 
for his part, for the great lo^ he bare unto us, delivered 
his own Son to suffer death, that we by his death might 
be delivered from death, and be restored to the life ever* 
lasting, evermore to dwell with him, and to be partakers 
and in Witors with him of his everlasting glory and king- 
dom of heaven ; so again, that we for our parts shouhl 
walk in a godly life, as becometh his children to do* 
And if this will not serve, but still we remain disobedient 
to his word and will, not knowing him, nor loving him, 
not fearing him, not putting our whole trust and confi- 
dence in him ; and, on the other side, to our neighbours 
behaving ourselves uncharitably, by disdain, envy, malice, 
or by committing murder, robbei^, adultery, gluttony, 
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deceit, lying, swearing, or other like detestable works, 
and ungodly behaviour, then he threateneth us by terri- 
ble comminations, swearing in great anger y that whosoever 
doth these works^ shall never enter into his rest, which is 
the kingdom of heaven, (Psal. xcv. 11 ; 1 Cor. vi. 9 ; 
Heb. iii. 11.) 


THE SECOND PAUT OF THE SERMON OF FALLING FROM 
GOD. 

In the former part of this sermon ye have learned how 
many manner of ways men fall from God : some by ido- 
latry, some for lack of faith, some by neglecting of their 
neighbours, some by not hearing of God^s word, some 
bv the pleasure they take in the vanities of worldly thinge- 
Ye have also learned in what misery that man is, which 
is gone from God r and how that God yet of his infinite 

f oodnesB, to cal! again man from that his misery, useth 
rst gentle admonitions by his preachers, after he layeth 
on terrible threatenings. Now if this gentle monition 
and threatening together do not serve, then God will shew 
his terrible countenance upon us, he will pour intolerable 
plagues upon our heads, and after he will take away from 
us all his aid and assistance, wherewith before he did 
defend us from all such manner of calamity. As the 
evangelical prophet Isaiah, agreeing with Christ’s parable, 
doth teach us, saying, that God had made a goodly vine- 
yard for Ms beloved children ; he hedged it, he walled it 
round about y he planted it with chosen vines, and made a 
turret in the midst thereof and therein also a wine-press, 
And when he loohed that it should bring him forth good 
^apesy it brought forth wild grapes. And after it fol- 
io weth, Now shall I shew you, saitli God, what I will do 
with my vineyard: I will plutk down the hedges, that it 
may perish : I will break down the walls, that it mqy be 
troda^ underfoot : I toill let it lie waste, it shall not he 
cut, it shall not be digged, but briers and thorns shall 
mergrmo it, and I shall command the chudJsthat ^ey 
shaWmo more rain npon it (Isaiah v. 1, 2, 5, 6; Matt. 
xxl 88k 

By these threatening we are monished and warned, 
that if we, which are the chosen vin^ard of God, bring 
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not forth good grapes^ that is to say, good works, that 
may be delectable and pleasant in his sight, when he 
looketh for them, when he sendeth his messengers to call 
upon us for them, but rather bring forth wild grapes, that 
is to sajr, sour works, unsweet, unsavoury, and unfruitful ; 
then will he -pluck away all defence, and suffer grievous 
plagues of famine, battle, dearth, and death, to light upon 
us. Finally, if these serve, not, he will let us lie waste, lie 
will give us over, he will turn away from us, he will dig 
and delve no more about us, he will let us alone, and suffer 
us to bring forth even such fruit as we will, to bring forth 
brambles, briers, and thorns, all naughtiness, all vice, and 
that so abundantly, that they shall clean overgrow ua, 
choke, strangle, and utterly destroy us. But they that in 
this world live not after God, but after their own carnal 
liberty, perceive not this great wra^h of God towards 
them, that he will not dig nor delve any more about them, 
tliat he doth let them alone even to themselves. But they 
take this for a great benefit of God, to have all their own 
liberty ; and so they live, as if carnal liberty were the 
true liberty of the Gospel. But God forbid (good peo* 
pie) that ever we should desire such liberty. For although 
God suffer sometimes the wicked to have their pleasure 
in this world, yet the end of ungodly living is at length 
endless destruction. The murmuring Israelites had that 
they longed for ; they had quails enough, yea till they 
were weary of them. But what was the end thereof ? 
Their sweet meat had sour sauce : even whiles the meat 
was in their mouths^ the plague of God lighted upon ikem^ 
and suddenly they rf«ec^(Num. xi. 4 — 6, 31 — 33). So, if 
we live ungodly, and God sn^t reth us to follow our own 
wills, to have our own deligh^ and pleasures, and coitect- 
oth us not with some plague; it is no doubt but he is almost 
utterly displeased with us. And although he be long ere he 
strike, yet many times when he striketh such persons, he 
striketh them at once for ever. So that ^hen he doth 
not striksL us, when he ceaseth to afflict us, to punish or 
beat us, and suffereth us to run headlong into all ungodli* 
ness and pleasures of this world that we delight in, with* 
out punisnment and adversity, it is a dreadful token that 
he loveth us no longer, that he careth no longer for us, 
but hath given us over to our own selves* As long as a 
mWe^doth prune his vines, doth dig at die roots, aiHd doth 
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lay fresli earth to them, he hath a mind to them^ he per- 
cei'veth some token of fruitfulness, that may be recovered 
in them ; but when he will bestow no more such cost and 
labour about them, then it is a si^ that he thinketh they 
will never be good. And the famer, as long as he lovetn 
his child, he looketh angerly, he correcteth him when he 
doth amiss ; but when that serveth not, and upon that he 
c^seth from correction of him, and suffereth him to do 
what he list himself^ it is a sign that he intendeth to dis- 
inherit him, and to cast him away for ever. So surely 
nothing should pierce our heart so sore, and put us in 
such horrible fear, as when we know in our conscience, 
that we have grievously offended God, and do so continue, 
and that yet he striketh not, but quietly suffereth us in the 
naughtiness that we have delight in. Then specially it 
is time to cry, and to cry again, as David did. Cast me 
not away from thy face, and take not aivay thy Soly 
Spirit from me. Juord, turn not away thy face from me, 
cast not thy servant away in displeasure. Hide not thy 
face from me, lest I be like unto them that go down to hell 
(Psal. li. 11 ; Psal. xxvii. 9; PsaL cxliii. 7). The which 
lamentable prayers of him, as they do certify us what 
horrible danger they be in, from whom God tumeth bis 
face (for the time, and as long as he so doth) so should 
they move and stir us to cry upon God with all our heart, 
that we may not be brought into that state, which doubt- 
less is so sorrowful, so miserable, and so dreadful, as no 
tongue can sufficiently express, nor any heart can think. 
For what deadly grief may a man suppose it is to be under 
the wrath of God, to be forsaken of him, to have his 
Holy Spirit the author of all goodness to be taken from 
him, to he brought to so vile a condition, that he shall be 
left meet for no better purpose, than to be for ever con- 
demned in hell ? For not only such places of David do 
shew, that upon the turning of God’s face from any per- 
sons, they shall be left bare from all goodness, and far 
from hope of remedy \ but also the place rehearsed last 
before of Isaiah doth mean the same, which sheweth that 
God at length doth so forsake bis uni^itful vineyard, that 
he wiU not only suffer it to bring forth weeds, briers, and 
thon^, but also, further to puniim the unfruitfulness of it, 
he saith he will not cut it, he will not delve it, and he will 
command the clouds that they shall not rain upon it : 
'4$ [viii] 
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whereby is signified the teaching of his holy word, which 
St. Paul, after a like manner, expressed by planting and 
watering, meaning that he will take that away from them, 
so that they shall be no longer of his kingdom, they shall 
be no longer governed by his Holy Spirit, they shall be 
put from the grace and benefits that they had, and ever 
might have enjoyed through Christ, they shall be deprjved 
of the heavenly light and life, which they had in Christ, 
whilst they abode in him ; they shall be (as they were 
once) as men without God in this wwld, or rather in 
worse taking. And to be short, they shall be given into 
the power of the devil, which bearetli the rule in all them 
that be cast away from God, as he did in Saul and Judas, 
and generally in all such as work after their own wills, 
the children of mistrust and 'unbelief. (1 Sam. xv. 28, 
[xvi. 14, John xiii. 27])- 

Lot U 3 beware therefore, good Chiistian people, lesf 
that we, rejecting or casting away God's Word, by the 
which we obtain and retain true faith in God, be not at 
length cast off so far, that we become as the children of 
unbelief, which be of two sorts, far diverse, yea almost 
clean contrary, and yet both be very far from returning to 
God- The one sort, only weighing their sinful and detest- 
able living, with the right judgment and stmitness of 
God’s righteousness, be so without counsel, and be so 
comfortless (as they all must needs be, from whom the 
Spirit of counsel and comfort is gone) that they will not 
be persuaded in their hearts, but that either God cannot, 
or else that he will not, take them again to his favour and 
mercy. The other, hearing the loving and large promises 
of God’s mercy, and so not conceiving a right faith thereof, 
make those promises larger than ever God did ; trusting, 
that although they continue in their sinful and detestable 
living never so long, yet that God, at the end of their life, 
will shew his mercy upon them, and that then they will 
];eturn. And both these two sorts of men he in a damna- 
ble state, and yet neverjheless, God (who loiUeih not the 
death of the vdeked) hath shewed means, whereby both 
the same (if they 'take heed in season) may escape 
(Ezek- xviii. 23, 32; xxxiii. IP). 

The first as they do dread God’s rightful justice in 
punishing sinners, (wherebjr they should be AgaiiMi ae»p«. 
dismayed, and should despair indeed, as touch- 
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ing any hope that may be in themselves) so if they would 
coiistantly or stedfastly believe, that GocVs mercy is the 
remedy appointed a^inst despair and distrust, not only 
for them, but generally for all that be sorry and truly 
repentant, and will therewithal stick to God’s mercy, they 
may be sure they shall obtain mercy, and enter into the 
port or haven of safeguard, into the which whosoever 
doth come, be they beforetime never so wicked, they shall 
be out of danger of everlasting damnation, as God by 
Ezekiel saith, What time so&oer a sinner doth return^ and 
take earnest and true repentance, I will forget all his 
wickedness (Ezek. xxxiii. 14 — 16, 19). 

The other, as they be ready to believe God’s promises, 

AffaiTJBt pre- so they should be as ready to believe the 
fcumption threatenings o*f God : as well as tlicy should 
believe the law, as the gospel: as well that there is an 
hell and everlasting fire, as that there is an heaven and 
everlasting joy : as well they should believe damnation to 
he threatened lo the wicked and evil-doers, as salvation 
to be promised to the faithful in word and works ; as well 
they should believe God to be true in the one, as in the 
other. And the sinners, that continue in their wicked liv- 
ing, ought to think that the promises of God’s mercy, 
and the gospel, pertain not unto them being in that state, 
but only the law, and those Scriptures w'hicli contain the 
wrath and indignation of God, and his threatenings, which 
should certify them, that as they do over-boldly presume 
of God’s mercy, and live dissolutely ; so doth God still 
more and more witlidmw his mercy from them, and he is 
so nrovoked thereby to wrath at length, that he destroy eth 
sucii presumei*s many times suddenly. For of such St. 
Paul said thus, When theg shall say. It is peace f there is 
no danger, then shall sudden destruction come upon them 
(1 Thess. v. 3), Let us beware therefore of such naughty 
boldness to sin. For God, which bath promised bis mercy 
to th^m that be truly repentant, (although it be at the 
lattet* ^d) hath not promised to ^he presumptuous sinner, 
^|ittker that he shall have long liie, or that he shall have 
repentance at the last end. But for that purpose 
hath he made eveiy man's death uncertain, that he should 
not put his hope in the end, and in the mean season (to 
God*s high displeasure) live ungodly. Wherefore, let us 
follow the counsel of the wise man, let us make no tarry^ 
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ing to turn unto the Lord : let us not put off from day to 
day, for suddenly shall his ivrath come, and in time of 
vengeance he will destroy the wicked.” Let us therefore 
tuni betimes, and when we turn let us pray to God, as 
Hosea teacheth, saying, Forgit^e all our sins, receive vs 
graciously (Hosea xiv. 2). And if we turn to him with 
an humble and a very penitent heart, he will receive us to 
his favour and grace for his holy name^s sake, for his 
promise sake, for his truth and mercies* sake, promised to 
all faithful believers in Jesus Christ, his only natural Son: 
to whom the only Saviour of the world, with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honour, glory, and power, 
world without end.^ Amen* 



AN EXHORTATION AOAINST THE FEAR 
OF DEATH. 


It is not to be marvelled that worldly men do fear to die. 
For death depriveth them of all worldly honours, riches, 
and possessions, in the fruition whereof the worldly man 
counteth himself liappy, so long as he may enjoy them at 
his own pleasure : and otherwise, if he be dispossessed ol 
the same, without hope of recovery, then he can none 
otherwise think of himself, bi|t that he is unhappy, because 
he hath lost his worldly joy and pleasure. Alas, thinketh 
this carnal man, shall I now depart for ever from all 
my honours, all my treasure, from my country, friends, 
riches, possessions, and worldly pleasures, which are my 
joy and heart’s delight? Alas that ever that day 
shall come, when all these I must bid farewell at once, 
and never enjoy any of them after. Wherefore it is not 
without great cause spoken of the wise man, O death, 
how bitter and sour is the remembrance of thee to a man 
that liveth in peace and prosperity in his substance, to a 
man living at ease, leading his life after his own mind 
without tiouble, and is therewithal well pampered and 
fed!^’ (Ecclus. xli.) There be other men, whom this 
world doth not so greatljr laugh upon, but rather vex and 
oppress with poverty, sickness, or some other adversity ; 
yet they do fear death, partly because the flesh abhorreth 
naturally his own sorrowful dissolution, which death doth 
threaten unto them, and partly by reason of sicknesses 
and painful di^ascs, which be most strong pangs and 
agonies in the flesh, and use commonly to come to sick 
men before death, or at the least accompany death, when- 
soever it cometh. 

Although these two causes seem great and weighty to a 
worldly man, whereupon he is moved to fear death, yet 
there^s another cause much greater than any of these 
afore rehearsed, for which Indeed he hath just cause to 
fear death ; and that is the state and condition w^hereunto 
at tile last end death bringeth all them that have their 
heatts fixed upon this world, without repentance and 
amendment. This state and condition is called the second 
I deaths which unto all such shall ensue after this bo^ly 
dea||i [Rev. xx. 6, 14 ; xxi. 81. And this is that death, 
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which indeed ought to be dread and feared : for it is an ever- 
lasting loss without remedy of the grace and favour of God, 
and of everlasting joy, pleasure, and felicity. And it is not 
only the loss for ever of all these eternal pleasures, but also it 
is the condemnation both of body and soul (without either 
appellation, or hope of redemption,) unto everlasting pains 
in hell. Unto this state death sent the unmerciful and un> 
godly rich man, that Luke speaketh of in his Gospel; who 
living in all wealth and pleasure in this world, and cherish- 
ing himself daily with dainty fare, and gorgeous apparel, 
despised poor Lazarus, that 1^ pitifully at his gate, misera- 
bly plagued and full of sores, and also grievously pined 
with hunger. Both these two were arrested of death, which 
sent Lazarus, the poor miserable man, by angels anon unto 
Abraham’s bosom ; a place of rest, pleasure, and consola- 
tion : but the unmerciful rich man descended down into hell, 
and being in torments, he cried for comfort, complaining 
of the intolerable pain that he suffered in that flame of fire, 
but it was too late (Luke xvi. 19 — 26). So unto this 
place bodily death sendeth all them that in this world 
have their joy and felicity, all them that in this world be 
unfaithful unto God, and uncharitable unto their neigh- 
bom's, so dying without repentance and hope of God’s 
mercy. Wherefore it is no marvel, that the worldly man 
teareth death ; for he hath much more cause so to do, 
than he himself doth consider. Thus we see three causes 
why worldly men fear death. One, because they shall 
Tiie first. lose thereby their worldly honours, riches, 
possessions, and all their heart’s desires : another, because 
Second. of the* painful disee ses, and bi||ef pangs, which 

commonly men suffer, eith<u^ before or*t the time of 
death : but the chief cause above all other, is the dread of 
Third. the miserable state of eternal damnation both 
of body and soul, which they fear shall follow, after their 
departing from the worldly pleasures of this present life. 

For these causes be ail mortal men (which be given 
to the love of this world) both in fear, and state of death, 
through sin (as the holy apostle saith^ so lon^ as they live 
here in this world (Heb. ii, 15). But (everlasting thanks be 
to Almighty God for ever) there is never a one of all tlfese 
causes, no nor yet they all together, that can make a true 
Christian man afraid to die, (who is the very member of 
Christ, the temple of the Holy Cfhost (1 Cor. iii. 16; [vi. 19]), 
Cix] 
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the son of God, and the vciy inheritor of the everlasting 
kingdom of heaven) but plainly contrary, he conceiveth 
great and many causes, undoubtedly grounded upon the 
infallible and everlasting trath of the word of God, 
which moveth him, not only to put away the fear of bodily 
death, but also for the manifold beneiits and singular com- 
modities, which ensue unto every faitliful person by reason 
of the same, to wish, desire, and long heartily for it. For 
death shall be to him no death at all, but avery deliver- 
ance from death, from all pains, cares, and sorrows, 
miseries and wretchedness q| this world, and the very 
entry into rest, and a beginning of everlasting joy, a tast- 
ing of heavenly pleasures, so great, that neither tongue is 
able to express, neither eye to see, nor ear to hear them ; 
no, nor any earthly man’s heart to conceive them. So 
exceeding great benefits they be, which God our heavenly 
Father by his mere mercy, and for the love of his Sou 
Jesus Christ, hath laid up in store, and prejiared for them 
that humbly submit themselves to God’s will, and ever- 
more unfcignedly love him from the bottom of their hearts. 
And we ought to believe that death, Ixiirig slain by Christ 
[2 Tim. i. lO], cannot keep any man tliat stcdfastly trusteth 
in Christ, under his perpetual tyranny and subjection : but 
that he shall rise from death again unto glory at the last da^, 
appointed by Almighty God, liL' as Christ our Head did 
rise again, according to God's appointment, the third day. 
For St. Augustine saith, ‘‘the head going before, the 
. members trust to follow and come after/' And St. Paul 
saith, Jf Christ he risen from the deady we shall rise also 
from the same [||Cor. xv. 20], And to comfort all Chris- 
tian persons herein, Holy Scripture calleth this bodily 
death a sleep, wherein man's senses be (as it were) taken 
from him for a season, and yet when he awaketn, he is 
more fresh than, he was when he went to bed. So, al- 
though we have our souls separated from our bodies for a 
season, yet at the general resurrection we shall be more 
fresh, beautiful, and perfect than we be now. For now 
we be mortal, then shall we be immortal : now infected 
with divers infirmities, then clearly void of all mortal in- 
firmities : now we be subject to all carnal desires, then we 
shall be all spiritual, desiring nothing but God's glory, 
^ and things eternal. Thus is this bodily death a door or 
entering unto life, and therefore not so much dreadful (if 
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it be rightly considered) as it is comfortable ; not a mie- 
chiefy but a remedy for all mischief ; no enemy, but n 
friend ; not a cruel tyrant, but a gentle guide, leading us 
not to mortality, but to immortality, not to sorrow and 
pain, but to joy and pleasure, and that to endure for ever, 
if it be thankfully taken and accepted as God’s messenger, 
and patiently borne of us for Christ’s love, that sutFered 
most painful dcatli for our love, to redeem us from death 
eternal. According hereunto St. Paul saith, Our life u 
JM with Chj'kt in Qod: hut when our life ^hall appear, 
then shall we also appear with hint irfiglory (Col. iii. 3, 4). 
Why then shall we fear to tSie, considering the manifold 
and comfortable promises of the gospel, and of Holy Scrip- 
tures ? God the Father hath given us everlasting life (saith 
St.John), a7id this Ufa is in his Son, He that hath the 
Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son hatJfnot life. 
And this 1 wi'ite (saith St. John) to you that believe in the 
name of the Son of Qod^ that yon may know that you 
ham everlasting life^ and that you do believe upon the name 
of the Son of txod (1 John v. 11 — 13). And our Saviour 
Ohrist saith, Jle that helieveili in me hath life everlastinpy 
hnd I will raise him fi^om death to life at the last day 
(John vi. 40). St. Paul also saith, that Christ is ordained 
and made of God our righteousness^ our holiness and re- 
demption, to the intent that he which tvill glory should 
glory ir^the Lord (1 Cor. i. 30, 31). St. Paul did con- 
temn and set little by all other things, esteeming them as 
dung, which before he had in very great pnee, that he 
might be found in Chris'*, to have everlasting life, true 
holiness, righteousness, and redemption (Phil. iii. 8, 9). 
Finally, St. Paul maketh a jdain argiinfent in this wise ; 
H our heaxtenly Father loould not spare his own natural 
Son, but did give him to death for m : how can it be that 
with him he should not give us all things ? (Rom. viii. 32). 
Therefore if we have Christ, then have we with him and 
by him, all good things whatsoev’^er we can in our hearts 
wish or desire, as victory over death, sin, and hell : we 
have the favour of God, peace with him, holiness, wdsdom, 
justice, power, life, and redemption ; we have by him per- 
petual health, wealth, joy, and bliss everlasting. 
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THE SECOND PART OP THE SERMON AGAINST THE FEAR 
OF DEATH. 

It hath been heretofore shewed you, that there be three 
causes wherefore men do commonly fear death. First, 
the sorrowful departing from worldly goods and pleasures. 
The second, the fear of the pangs and pains that come 
w'ith death. [The] last and principal cause is, the horrible 
fear of extreme misery, and perpetual damnation in time 
to come. And yet none of these three causes troubleth 
good men, because they stay themselves by true faith, 
])erfect charity, and sure hope of the endless joy and bliss 
everlasting. 

All tlmse therefore have gi’eat cause to be full of joy 
that be joined to Christ with true faith, stedfast hope, and 
perfect cliarity, and not to fear death, nor everlasting 
damnation. For death cannot deprive them of Jesus 
Christ, nor any sin can condemn them that are grafFed 
surely in lilm, \\hich is their only joy, treasure, and life 
[Rom. viii. 38, 39]. Let us repent [of] our sins, amend 
our lives, trust in his mercy and satisfaction, and deatl^ 
can neither take him from us, nor us from him. For then 
(as St, Paul saith) whether u e hve or die we be the Lord^s 
own. And again he saith, Chrut did die^ and rose agairiy 
because he should be Lord both of the dead and quick 
[Rom. xiv. 8, 9]. Then if we he the Lord’S o^n when 
we be dead, it must needs follow that such temporal death 
not only cannot harm us, but also that it shall be much to 
our profit, and join us unto God more perfectly. And 
therefore the Christian heart may surely be certified by 
the infallible or undeceivable truth of Holy Scripture. 
It is Ood (saith St. Paul) which hath prepared us unto 
immm'lality, and the same is he which hath given us an 
earnest of the Spirit, Therefore let us be always of good 
comfort j for we know that so long cls we he in the hody^ 
we be as it were far from Ood in a strange country, sub- 
ject to many perils, walking without perfect sight and 
knowledge of Almighty God, only seeing him by faith 
in Holy Scriptures. But we have a courage and desire 
rather to be at home with God and our Saviour Christ, 
far from the body, where we may b^old his Godhead as 
he js, face to face, to our everlasmig comfort [2 Cor. 
V. 5-— 8]. These be St. Paul’s words in efieCt, wherebv 
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we may perceive, that the life in this world is resembled 
and likened to a pilgrimage in a strange country, fai* from 
Glod, and that death, delivering us from our bodies, doth 
send us straight home into our own country, and maketh 
us to dwell presently witli God for ever, in everlasting rest 
and quietness : so that to die is no loss, but profit and 
winning to all true Christian people [Phil. i. 21]. What 
lost the thief, that hanged on the cross with Christ, by his 
bodily death ? Yea, how much did he gain by it 1 Did 
not our Saviour say unto him, This day thou shalt be 
with me in Paradise? [Luke xxiii. 43]. And Lazarus 
that pitiful person, that lay before the rich man's gate, 
pained with sores, and pined with hunger, did not death 
highly profit and promote him, which by the ministry of 
angels sent him unto Abrnham’s bosom, a place of rest, 
joy, and heavenly consolation ? ( Luke xvi. 20, 22). Let 
us think none other (good Christian people) but Christ 
hath prepared and i^iade ready before, the same joy and 
felicity for us, that he prepared for Lazarus add the thief. 
Wherefore, let us stick unto his salvation and gracious 
redemption, and believe his word, serve him from our 
hearts, love and obey him ; and whatsoever we have done 
heretofore contrary to his most holy will, now let us re- 
peat in time, and hereafter study to correct our life : and 
doubt not, but we shall find him as merciful unto us, as 
he was ^either to Lazarus, or to the thief, whose examples 
are written in Holy Scripture for the comfort of them that 
be sinners, and subject to sorrows, miseries, and calami- 
ties in this world, that- they should not despair in God’s 
mei cy, but ever trust thereby to have forgiveness of their 
sins, and life everlasting, as. Lazarus and the thief had. 
Thus I trust every Christiari man perceiveth by the infalli- 
ble or undeceivable word of God, that bodily death cannot 
harm nor hinder them that truly believe in Christ, but 
contrarily shall profit and promote the Christian souls, 
which being truly penitent for their offences, depart hence 
in perfect charity, and in sure trust that God is merciful 
to them, forgiving their sins^ for the merits of Jesus Christ 
his only natural Son. 

The second cause why some do fear death, is sore sick- 
Th«*e«md grievous paius, which partly come 

cause why some before death, and partly accompany or come 
0 ear od . death, whensoever it cometh. Thia fear 
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is the fear of the frail fiesh, and a natural passion belong- 
ing unto the nature of a mortal man. But true faith in 
God's promises, and regard of the pains and pangs which 
Christ upon the cross suffered for us miserable sinners, 
with consideration of the joy and everiasting life to come in 
heaven, will mitigate and assuage those pains, and mode- 
i*ate this fear, that it shall nev^r be able to overthrow the 
hearty desire and gladness, that the Christian soul hath to 
be separated from this corrupt body, that it may come 
to the gracious presence of our Saviour Jesus Christ. If 
we believe stedfastly the word of God, we shall perceive 
that such bodily sickness, pangs of death, or whatsoever 
dolorous pangs we suffer, either before or with death, be 
nothing else in Christian men but the rod of our heavenly 
and loving Father, wherewith he mercifully correcteth us, 
either to try and declare the faith of his patient children, 
that they may be found laudable, glorious, and honourable 
in his sight, when Jesus Christ shall i>e openly shewed to 
be the J udge of ail the world, or else to clTastise and amend 
in them whatsoever offendeth his fatherly and gracious 
goodness, lest they should perish everlastingly. And this 
his correcting rod is common to all them that be truly bis. 
Therefore let us cast away 4be burden of sin that lieth too 
heavy in our necks, and return unto God by tnie repen- 
tance and amendment of our lives, let us with patience run 
this course that is appointed, suffering (for his sake that 
died for ouf salvation) all sorrows and pangs of death, and 
«!eath itself joyfully, when God sendeth it to us, having 
our eyes fixed and set fast ever upon the Head and Cap- 
tain of our faith, Jesus Christ: who (considering the joy 
that he should come unto) cared neither for the shame 
nor pain of death, but willingly conforming and framing 
his will to his Father's will, most patiently suffered the 
most shameful and painful death of the cross, being innocent 
and harmless [Heb. xii 1, 2]. And now therefore he is 
exalted in heaven, and everlastingly sitteth on the right hand 
of the throne of God the Father (Phil. ii. 8 — 11). Iiet us 
call to our remembrance therefore the life and joys of heaven, 
that are kept for all them that patiently do suffer here with 
Christ, kna consider that Christ suimred all his painful 
passion by sinners, and for sinners ; and then we shall 
with patience, and the more easily, suffer such sorrows 
an^yi^ins when thef come. Let us not set at light the 
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chastising of flie Lord ; nor grudge at him, nor fall from 
him, when of him we be corrected : for the Lord loveth 
whom he doth correct, and beateth every one whom he 
taketh to [be] his child [Prov. iii. 11, 12]. What child 
is that (saith St. Paul) whom the Father loveth^ and doth 
not chastise ? If ye he without God's correction (which 
all his toell’-heloved and true children have) then be you 
hut bastards^ smally regarded of God, and 7wt his irne 
children. Therefore seeing that when we have in earth 
our carnal fathers to be our correctorsy we do fear themy 
and I'evereiuly take their correction shall we not muck 
more be in subjection to God our spiritual Father y hg 
whom we shall have everlasting life? And our carnal 
fathers sometime correct usyeven as it pUaseth them, ivith- 
out cause : but this F'ather justly correcteth us, either for 
OUT sin, to the intent we should amend, or for our com- 
modity and loealthy to make us thereby partakers of his 
holiness. Further moi^ey all correctwn which God sendeth 
us in this present time seemeth to have no joy dnd comfoi't, 
bat sorrow and pain, yet it hi'ingeth with it a taste of 
God's mercy and goodness toitmi'ds them that be so cor^ 
rectedy and a sure hope of God’s everlasting consolation in 
heaven (Heb. xii. 5 — 11). If Ijien these sorrows, diseases, 
and sicknesses, and also death itself, be nothing else but 
our heavenly Father’s rod, w'hereby he cerlifieth us of his 
love and gracious favour, whereby he trieth and purifieth 
us, wdiereby he givelh unto us holiness, and certifieth us 
that we be bis children, and he our merciful Father ; shall 
not we then with all himiilit}^, as obedient and loving 
children, joyfully kiss our heavenly Father’s rod, and 
ever say in our heart, with our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Father, if this anguish and soi^row which I feel, and death 
which 1 see approach may not pass, but that thy will is that 
I must suffer ^ them. Thy will be done ? (Matt. xxvi. 39, 42). 


THE THIRD PART OF THE SERMON AGAINST THE FEAR 
OF DEATH* 

In this sermon against the fear of death, two causes were 
declared, which commonly move worldly men to be in 
much fear to die ; and yet the same do nothing trouble 
the faithful and ^od livers when death cometh, but rather 
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give them occasion greatly to rejoice, considering that 
they shall be delivered from the sorrow and misery of this 
world, and be brought to the great joy and felicity of the 
life to come. 

Now the third and special cause, why death indeed is 
to be feared, is the miserable state of the The third 
worldly and ungodly people after their death; cause why death 
but this is no cause at all, why the godly and 
faithful people should fear death, but rather contrariwise, 
their godly conversation in this life, and belief in Christ, 
cleaving continually to his merits, should mike them to 
long sore after that life, that remaineth for them undoubt 
edly after this bodily death. Of this immortal state, after 
this transitory life, where we shall live evermore in the 
presence of God, in joy and rest, after victory over all sick- 
ness, sorrows, sin, and death, there be many plain places of 
Holy Scripture, which confirm the weak conscience against 
the fear of all such dolors, sicknesses, sin, and bodily death, 
to assuage such ti'embling and ungodly fear, and to en- 
courage us with comfort and hope of a blessed state after 
this life. St. Paul wisheth unto the Ephesians, That Qod 
the Father of glory would give unto them the spirit of 
vnsdom and revelation, thcA the eyes of their hearts might 
have light to know him, and to perceive how great things 
he had called them unto, and how rich inheritance he hath 
prepared after this life for them that pertain unto him 
(Ephes. i. 17, 18). And St. Paul himself declareth the 
desire of his heart, whicli was to be dusolved and loosed 
from his body, and to be with Christ, which (as he said) 
was much better for him, although to them it was more 
necessary that he should live, which he refused not for 
their sakes (Phil. i. 23, 24). Even like as St. Martin 
said, Good Lord, if I be necessary for thy people to do 
good unto them, 1 will refuse no labour: but else for 
mine own self, 1 beseech thee to take my soul.” 

Now the holy fathers of the old law, and all faithful and 
righteous men which departed before our Saviour Christ’s 
ascension into heaven, did by death depart from troubles 
unto rest, from the hands of their enemies into the hands 
of God, ftom sorrows and sicknesses unto joyful refresh- 
ing in Abraham’s bosom, a place of all comfort and eon* 
sofatioD, as the Scriptures do plainly by manifest words 
testify. Tike book of Wisdom saith, that The righteous 
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men’s souls be in the hand of God, and no torment shall 
touch them. They seemed to the eyes of foolish men to 
die, and their death was counted miserable, and their 
departing out of this world wretched but they be in 
rest.” And another place saith, that “The righteous 
shall live for ever, and their reward is with the Lord, and 
their minds be with God, who is above all : therefore 
they shall receive a glorious kingdom, and a beautiful 
crown at the Lord’s hand.” And in another place the 
same book saith, “ The righteous, though he be prevented 
with sudden ||kath, nevertlieless he shall be there, where 
he shall be rSreshed ” (Wisd. iii. iv. v.). Of Abraham’s 
bosom Christ’s words be so plain, that a Christian man 
needeth no more proof of it. Now then if this were the 
state of the holy fathers and righteous men, before the 
coming of our Saviour, and before he was glorified, how 
much more then ought all we to have a stedfast faith, and 
a sure hope of this blessed state and condition, after our 
death ? seeing that our Saviour now hath performed the 
whole work of our redemption, and is gloriously ascended 
into heaven, to prepare our dwelling-places with him, and 
said unto his Father, Father y 1 will that rbliere I am, mg 
servants shall be with me (John ;;(vii. 24)* And we know, 
that whatsoever Christ will, his Father will the same; 
wherefore it cannot be, but if we be his faithful servants, 
our souls shall be with him, after our departure out of this 
present life. St. Stephen, when he was stoned to death, 
even in the midst of bis torments, what was his mind 
most upon ? When he ws*s full of the Holy Ghost, saith 
Holy Scripture, having his mm lifted up into Ikeaven, he 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right 
hand of God. The which ti*uth, after he had confessed 
boldly before the enemies of Christ, they drew him out of the 
city, and there they stoned him, who cried unto God, say^ 
ing. Lord Jesus Christ take my spirit (Acts vii. 56-^9). 
And doth not our Saviour say plainfy in St. John’s Gospel, 
Verily, verily, I say unto you. He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and Cometh not intojudgmmt, hut shall pass from death 
to lifel (John v. 24). Shall we not then think that death 
to be precious, by the which we pass unto life ? 

Therefore it is a true saying of the prophet. The death 
of the holy and righteous men is precious in the Lorifs 
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sight (P8. cxvi. 15). Holy Simeon^ after that he had his 
hearths desire in seeing our Saviour, that ho ever longed 
for in his life, he embraced and tooh him in his arms^ and 
saidj Now, Lord, Jet we depart in peace, for mine eyes 
have beholden that Saviour which tlwu Imst prepared for 
all nations (Luke ii. 25 — 31). 

It is truth therefore, that the death of the righteous is 
called peace, and the benefit of the Lord, as the Church 
saith, in the name of the righteous departed out of this 
world, My soul turn thee to thy rest, for the Lord hath 
been good to thee, and rewarded thee (Psalm favi. 7). And 
we see by Holy Scripture, and other ancient histories of 
martyrs, that the holy, faithful, and righteous, ever since 
Christ’s ascension, or going up, in their death did not 
doubt, but that they went to Christ in spirit, which is our 
life, health, wealth, and salvation. J ohn in his holy Reve* 
lation saw an hundred forty and four thousand virgins 
and innocents, of whom he said. These follow the Lamb 
Jesus Christ wkeresoevei* he goeth. And shortly after iii 
the same place he saith, I heard a voice from heaven say- 
ing unto me. Write, happy and blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord: from henceforth (mrely saith the Spirit) 
they shall rest fiom their pains and labours, for their 
works do follow them : so that then they shall reap with 
joy and comfort, that which they sowed with labours and 
pains (Rev, xiv. 1, 4, 13). 

They that sow in the Spirit, oj the Spirit shall reap 
everlasting life. Let us therefore •never be weary of well’- 
doing, for when the time of reaping or reward comelh, we 
sluall reap without any weariness everlasting joy. There- 
fore while we have time (as St. Paul exhorteth us) let us 
do good to all men, and not lay up our treasures in earth, 
whore rust and moths corrupt it, which rust (as St. J ames 
saith) shall bear witness against us at the great day, con- 
demn us, and shall (Ijke most burning fire) torment our 
flesh (Gal. vi. 8 — 10; Matt. vi. 19; James v. 3^.^ Let us 
beware therefore (as we tender our own wealth) that we 
he not in the number of those miserable, covetous, and 
wretqhefi men, which St. James biddeth mourn and lament 
for their yre^y gathering and ungodly keeping of goods 

i James v. 1). Let us be wise in time, and learn to fol- 
dw the wise example of the wicked steward. Let us so 
wisely order our goods and possessions, committed unto 
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as here by God for a season, that we may truly hear and 
obey this commandment of our Saviour Christ: Isay 
nnto you (saiih he) make you friends of the wicked mam-> 
mon, that they may receive you into everlasting tabernacles 
or dwellings (Luke xvi. 9). Riches be called wicked, be- 
cause the world abuseth them unto all wickedness, which 
are otherwise the good gifts of God, and the instruments 
whereby God's servants do truly serve him in using of 
the same, lie commanded them not to make them rich 
friends, to get high dignities and worldly promotions, to 
give great gifts to rich men that have no need thereof, 
but to make them friends of pcMDr and miserable men, 
unto whom whatsoever they give, Christ taketh it as given 
to himself. And to these friends Christ in his gospel 
giveth BO great honour and pre-eminence, that he saith, 
they shall receive them that do good unto them into ever- 
lasting houses : not that men snail be our rewarders for 
our well-doing, but that Christ will reward us, and take 
it to be done unto himself, whatsoever is done to such 
friends, * 

Thus making poor wretches our friends, we make our 
Saviour Christ our friend, whose members they are: 
whose misery as he taketh for his own misery, so their 
relief, succour, and help, he taketh for his succour, relief, 
and help ; and will as much thank us and reward us for 
our goodness shewed to them, as if he himself had received 
like benefit at our hands, as he witnesseth in the Gospel, 
saying, Whatsoever ye have done to any of these simple 
persom, which do believe in we^ that have ye done to my* 
self (Matt. XXV. 40). Therefore let us diligently fore- 
see, that our faith and hope, which we have conceived in 
Almighty God, and in our Saviour Christ, wax not faint, 
and that the love, which we bear in hand to bear to him, 
wax not cold ; but let us study daily and diligently to shew 
ourselves to be the true honourers and lovers of God, by 
keeping of his commandments, by doing of good deeds 
unto our needy neighbours, relieving by all means that 
we can their poverty with our abundance and plenty, their 
ignorance with our wisdom and learning, and comfort 
their weakness with our strength and authority, calling 
all men back from evil-doing by godly counsel and good 
example, persevering still in well-doing, so long as we 
live : so shall we not need to fear death for any of those 
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three causes afore-mentioned, nor yet for any other causa 
that can be imagined : but contrarily, considering the 
manifold sicknesses, troubles, and sorrows of this present 
life, the dangers of this perilous pilgrimage, and the 
great encumbrance which our spirit Hath by this sinful 
nesh and frail body subject to death: considering also 
the manifold sorrows and dangerous deceits of this world 
on every side, the intolerable pride, covetousness, and 
lechery, in time of pixisperity ; the impatient murmuring 
of them that be worldly, in time of adversity, which cease 
not to withdraw and pluck us from God,«our Saviour 
Christ, from our life, wealth, or everlasting joy and salva- 
tion : considering also the innumerable assaults of our 
ghostly enemy the devil, with all his ficiy darts of ambi- 
tion, pride, lechery, vain-glory, envy, malice, detraction, 
or backbiting, with other his innumerable deceits, engines, 
and snares, whereby he goeth busily about to catch all 
men under his dominion, ex^er liJm a roaring lion, by 
all means searching whom he may devour (1 Pet. v, 8). 
The faitliful Christian man which considereth all these 
miseries, perils, and incommodities, (whereunto he is sub- 
ject so long as he here liveth upon earth,) and on the 
. other part considereth that blcss(Hl and comfortable state 
of the heavenly life to come, and the sweet condition of 
them that depart in the Lord : how they are delivered 
from the continual encumbrances of their mortal and 
sinful body, from all the malice, crafts, and deceits of 
this world, from all the assaults of their ghostly enemy 
the devil, to live in peace, rest, and endless quietness, to 
live in the fellowship of innumerable angels, and with the 
congregation of perfect just men, as patriarchs, prophets, 
martyrs, and confessors, and finally unto the presence of 
Almighty God, and our Saviour J esus Christ, He that 
doth consider all these things, and believeth them assu- 
redly, as they are to be believed, even from the bottom of 
his heart, being established in God in this true faith, hav- 
iiig a quiet conscience in Christ, a firm hope and assured 
trust in God's mercy, through the merits of Jesus Christ 
to obtain this quietness, rest and everlasting joy, shall 
not only be without fear of bodily death, when it cometh, 
but certairdy, as St. Paul did, so shall he gladly (accord- 
ing to God’s will, and when it plcaseth God to call him 
out of this life) greatly desire in his heart (Phil. i. 23), 
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that he may be rid from all these occasions of evil, 
and live ever to God’s pleasure, in perfect obedience 
of his will, with our Saviour Jesus Christ; to whose 
gracious presence the Lord of his infinite mercy and grace 
bring us, to reign with him in life everlasting : to whom, 
with our heavenly Father, and the Holy Ghost, be glory 
in worlds without end. 



AN EXTIOKTATION CONCERNING GOOD 
ORDER, AND OBEDIENCE TO RULERS 
AND MAGISTRATES. 


Almighty God hath created and appointed all things in 
heaven, earth, and waters, in a most excellent and perfect 
order. In heaven he hath appointed distinct and several 
orders and states of archangels and angels. In earth he 
hath assigned and appointed kings, princes, with other 
governors under them, in all good and necessary order. 
The water above is kept, and raineth down in due time 
and season. The sun, moon, stars, rainbow, thunder, 
lightning, clouds, and all birds of the air, do keep their 
order. The earth, trees, seeds, plants, herbs, corn, grass, 
and all manner of beasts, keep themselves in order ; all 
the parts of tJie whole* year, as winter, summer, months, 
nights and days, continue in their order : all kinds of 
iisnes in the sea, rivers and waters, with all fountains, 
springs, yea, the seas themselves, keep their comely course 
and order : and man himself also hath all his parts both 
wdthin and without, as soul, heart, mind, memory, under- 
standing, reason, sj)eech, with all and singular corporal 
members of his body, in a profitable, necessary, and 
pleasant order ; every degree of people in their vocation, 
calling and office, hath appointed to them their duty and 
order : some arc in high degree, some in low, some kings 
and princes, some inferiors and subjects, priests and lay- 
men, masters and servants, fathers and children, husbands 
and wives, rich and poor, and every one hath need of 
other; so that in all things is to be lauded and praised 
the goodly order of God, without the which no house, no 
city, no commonwealth, can continue and endure, or last. 
For where there is no light order, there reigneth all abuse, 
carnal liberty, enormity, sin, and Babylonical confusion. 
Take away kings, princes, rulers, magisti'atcs, judges, and 
such estates of God's order, no man shall ride or go by 
the highway un robbed, no man shall sleep in his own 
house or bed unkitled, no man shall keep his wife, chil- 
dren, and possessions in quietness, all things shall be 
common, and there must needs follow all mischief and 
66 



A Sermon of Obedience. 

utter destruction both of souls^ bodies^ goods^ and com* 
monwealths. But blessed be God^ that wo in this realm 
of England feci not the horrible calamities^ miseries, and 
wretchedness, which all they undoubtedly feel and suffer, 
that lack this godly order : and praised be God that we 
know the great excellent benefit of God shewed Inwards 
US in this behalf. God hath sent us his high gift, our 
most dear sovereign Lady Queen [Victoria,] with a godly, 
wise, and honourable council, with other superiors and 
inferiors, in a beautiful order, and godly* Wherefore, let 
us subjects do our bounden duties, giving hearty thanks 
to God, and praying for the preservation of this godly 
order. Let us all obey, even from the bottom of our 
hearts, all their godly proceedings, laws, statutes, pro- 
clamations, and injunctions, with all other godly orders. 
Let us consider the Scriptures of the Holy Ghost, which 
persuade and command us all obediently to be subject, 
first and chiefly to the queen’s majesty, supreme governor 
over all, and next to her honourable council, and to all 
other noblemen, magistrates, and officers, which by God's 
goodness be placed and ordered. For Almighty God is 
the only author and provider for this fore named state and 
order, as it is written of Go(i in the book of the Proverbs, 
Through me kings do reign^ through m.e counsellors make 
just laws, through me do princes bear ruU, and all judges 
of the earth execute judgment ; 1 am loo 'mg to them that 
iove me (Prov, viii, 15 — 17). Here let us mark well, and 
remember, that the high power and authority of kings, 
with their making of laws, judgments, and offices, are the 
ordinances not of man but God : and therefore is this 
word, 2'krough me, so many times repeated. Here is also 
well to be considered and remembered, that this good 
order is appointed by God's wisdom, favour, and love, 
especially for them that love God ; and therefore he saith, 
I love them that love me. Also in the book of Wisdom 
we may evidently learn, that a king’s power, authority, 
and strength, is a great benefit of God, given of his great 
mercy, to the comfort of our great misery. For thus we 
read there spoken to kings, Hear, O ye kings, and 
understand; learn ye that be judges of the ends of the 
earth ; give ear ye that rnle the multitudes ; for the power 
[is] given you of the Lord, and the strength from the High- 
est" (Wisd. vi). Let us learn also here by the infdli- 
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bk and undeceivable word of God, that kingg^ and other 
supreme and higher ofEcers, are ordained of God, who is 
most highest : and therefore they are here taught dili- 
gently to apply and give themselves to knowledge and 
vrisdom, necessary for the ordering of God’s people to 
their governance committed, or whom to govern they 
are charged of God. And they^ here also taught by 
Almighty God, that they should acknowledge themselves 
to have all their power and strength, not from Rome, but 
immediately of God most highest. We read in the book 
of Deuteronomy, that all punishment pertaineth to God, 
hy this sentence, Vengeance is mine^ and I will retvard 
(Deut. xxxii. 35). But this sentence we must understand 
to pertain also unto the magistrates, which do exercise 
God’s room in judgment, and punishing by good and 
godly laws, here in earth. And the places of Scripture, 
which seem to remove from among all Chiistian men, 
judgment, punishment, or killing, ought to be understood, 
that no man (of Ms own private authority) may be judge 
over other, may punish, t)r may kill. But we must refer 
all judgment to God, to kings and rulers, and judges under 
them, which be God’s officers to execute justice, and by 
plain words of Scripture have their authority and use of 
tile sword granted from God ; as we are taught by St. 
Paul, that dear and chosen apostle of our Saviour Christ, 
whom we ought diligently to obey, even as we would 
obey our Saviour Christ, if he were present. Thus St. 
Paul writeth to the Romans, Let every soul mbmit him^ 
self unto the authority of the higher jxm^erSy for there is 
no power hut of Ood, ’t'he powers that he, be ordained of 
God, Whosoever therefore withstandeth live power, witk^ 
stajtdeth the ordinance of God: hut they that resist, or 
are agahist it, shall receive to themselves damnation* For 
rulers are not fearful to them that do good, but to them 
that do evil. Wilt thou he without fear of the power ? 
JDo well then, and so shalt thou he praised of the same ; 
for he is the jninister of God for thy wealth. Hut and 
thou do that which is evil, thou fear, for he bearethnot ths 
sword for naught, for he is the minister of God, to tahe 
veTtgeance on him that doeth evU, Wherefore ye must 
nee^ obey, not only for fear of vengeance, hut also because 
of conscience; and men for this cause pay ye tribute, for 
they are Goks ministers, serving for the same purpose 
(Rom. xiii. 1—6), fx 1 
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Here let us all learn of St. Paul, the chosen vessel of 
God, that all persons having souls he excepteth none, 
nor exempteth none, neither priest, apostle, nor prophet,'' 
saith St. Chrysostom) do owe of bounden duty, and even 
in conscience, obedience, submission, and subjection to the 
high powers which be set in authority by God; foras- 
much as they be God's lieutenants, God’s presidents, 
God's officers, God's commissioners, God’s judges, or- 
dained of God himself, of whom only they have all their 
power, and all their authority. And the same St. Paul 
threateneth no less pain than everlasting damnation to all 
disobedient persons, to all resisters against this general and 
common authority, forasmuch as they resist not man, but 
God ; not man's device and invention, but God's wisdom, 
God’s order, power, and authority. 


THE SECOND PART OF THE SERMON OF OBEDIENCE. 

Forasmuch as God hath created and disposed all things 
in a comely order, we have been taught, in the first part 
of the sermon concerning good order and obedience, that 
we also ought in all commonwealths to observe and keep 
p. due order, and to be obedient to the powers, their 
ordinances and laws ; and that all rulers ore appointed 
of God, for a goodly order to be kept in the world ; and 
also how the magistrates ought to learn how to rule and 
govern according to God’s laws : and that all subjects are 
bound to obey them as God's ministers, vea, although 
they be evil, not only for feai‘, but also for conscience 
sake. And here, good peopl;, let ns mark diligently, 
that it is not lawful for inferiors and subjects, in any case, 
to resist and stand against the superior powers : for St. 
Paul's words be plain, that whosoever withstandetk shaU 
get to themselves damnation ; for whosoever withetandetk^ 
withstfmdeth the ordinance of God, Our Saviour Christ 
himself, and his apostles, received many and divers inju- 
ries of the unfaithful and wicked men in authority : yet 
we never read that they, or any of them, caused any sedi* 
tion or rebellion against authority. We read oft, that 
they patien% suffered all troubles, vexations, slanders, 
pangs, and pains, and death itself, obediently, without 
tumult or resistance. Thev committed their cause to Him 
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diat judgeth righteously, and prayed for their enemies 
neartily and earnestly. They knew that the autliority of 
the powers was God’s ordinance, and therefore, both in 
their words and deeds, they taught ever obedience to it, 
and never taught nor did the contrary. The wicked judge 
Pilate said to Christ, Knowest tliou not tJuit I have 
poiver to crucify ihee^ and have jiower also to loose thee ? 
Jesus answeredy Thou couldest' have no power at all 
against mCy except it icere given thee fi'om above [John 
xix. 10, 11]. Whereby Chiist taught us plainly, that 
even the wicked rulers have their power and authority 
from God, and therefore it is not lawful for their subjects 
to withstand them, although they abuse their power : 
much less then is it lawful lor subjects to withstand their 
godly and Christian princes, which do not abuse their 
authority, but use the same to God’s glory, and to the 
profit and commodity of God’s people. The holy apo- 
stle Peter comrnandeth servants to he obedient to their 
mcLsterSy not only if they he good and gentle, but also if 
they be evil andjroward: affirming that the vocation 
and calling of God's people is to be patient, and of the 
suffering side. And tnere he bringeth in the patience of 
our Saviour Chnst, to persuade obedience to governors, 
yea, although they be wicked and wrong-doers. But let us 
now hear St. Peter himself speak, for his words certify be^ 
our conscience. Thus he uttered them in his first epistle. 
Servants, obey your masters with fear, not only if they he 
good and gentle, hut also if they be froward. For it is 
thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward Ood endur^ 
eth grief, and suffer wrong undeserved : for what praise 
is it, when ye be beaten for your faults, if ye take it 
patiently ? But when ye do well, if you then suffer wrong, 
and take it patiently, then is theie cause to have thank of 
God; for hereunto verily were ye called : for so did Christ 
suffer for us, leaving us an example, that we should follow 
his stfm (1 Pet, ii. 18 — 21)- All these be the very words 
of St Peter. Holy David also teacheth us a good lesson 
in this behalf, who was many times most cruelly and 
wrongfully persecuted of king Saul, and many times also 
put in jeopardy and danger of his life by king Saul and 
nis people; yet he neither withstood, neither used any 
force or violence against king Saul, his mortal and deadly 
enemy $ but did dver to his liege lord and master, king 
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Saal^ most true, most diligent, and most faithful service 
(1 Sam. xviii. 11 — 14; ‘xix. 10, 11 ; xx. 33). Insomuch 
that when the Lord God had given king Saul into David’s 
hands in his own cave, he would not hurt him, when he 
might, without all bodily peril, easily have slain him : no, 
he would not suffer any of his servants once to lay their 
hand upon king Saul, but prayed to God in this wise, 
Jjordn keep me from doing that thing unto my master ^ the 
Lord's atwinted; keep me that I lay not my hand upon 
him, seeing he is the anointed of the Lord : for as truly 
as the Lord Uveth {except the Lord smite him, or except 
his day come, or that he go down to war, and perish in 
battle) the Lord be merciful unto me, that I lay not my 
hand upon the Lord's anointed* And that David might 
have killed his enemy king Saul, it is evidently proved in 
the first book of the Kings, both by the cutting off the lap 
of Saul’s garment, and also by plain confession of king Saul 
[1 Sain« xxiv. 3, ^ seq.'\. Also another time, as is men- 
tioned in tile same book, when the most unmerciful and 
most unkind king Saul did persecute poor David, God 
did again give king Saul into David’s hands, by casting 
of king Saul and his whole army into a dead sleep ; so 
that David and one Abishai with him came in the night 
into Saul’s host, where Saul lay sleeping, and his spear 
stuck in the ground at his head. Then said Abishai unto 
David, Qod hath delivered thine enemy into thy hands at 
this time : now thei'efore let me smite him once with my 
spear to the earth, and I will not smite him again the 
second time; meaning thereby to have killed him with 
one stroke, and to nave made him sure for ever. And 
David answered and said to Abishai, Destroy him not ; 
for who can lay Ais hands on tko Lord^s anointed, and 
be guiltless ? And David said furthermore, As sure as 
the Lord Uveth, the Lord shall smite him, or his day shall 
come to die, or he shall descend or go down into battle, 
and there p&'ish : the Lord keep me from laying my 
hands upon the Lord's anointed* But take thou now 
the spear that is at his head, and the cruse of water, 
and let us go : and so he did [1 Sam, xxvi. 5 — 12], Here 
is evidently proved, that we may not withstand nor in 
any wise hurt an anointed king, which is God’s lieute- 
nant, vicegerent, and highest minister in that country where 
he is king* But peradventure some here Anoi^teUoD, 
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would say, that David iii his own defence might have 
killed king Saul lawfully, and "with a safe conscience. 

An answer David did know tliat he might in 

no wise withstand, hurt, or kill his soverei^ 
lord and king ; he did know that he was but king Saur s 
subject, though he were in great favour with God, and his 
enemy king Saul out of God’s favour. Therefore though 
he were never so much provoked, yet he refused utteSy 
to hurt the Lord’s anointed. He durst not, for oflending 
God and his own conscience, (although he had occasion 
and opportunity) once lay his hands upon God’s high 
oiheer tlie king, whom he did know to be a person 
reserved and kept (for his office sake) only to God’s 
punishment and judgment : therefore he prayeth so oft 
and so earnestly, tWt he lay not his hands upon the Lord’s 
anointed. And hy these two examples, David (being named 
in Scripture a man after God’s own heart [1 Sam. xiii. 14]) 
givetli a general rule and lesson to all subjects in the world, 
not to witbstuTid their ligge lord and king ; not to take a 
sword by their private authority against their king, God’s 
anointed, who only beareth the sword by God’s authority, 
for the maintenance of the good, and for the punishment, 
of the evil ; who only by God’s law hath the use of the 
sword at his command, and also hath all power, jurisdiC' 
tion, regiment, correction and punishment, as supreme 
governor of all liis realms and dominions, and that even 
by the authority of God, and by God’s ordinances. 

Yet another notable story and doctrine is in the second 
book of the Kings, that znaketh also for this purpose. 
When an Amalekite, by king Saul’s own consent and 
commandment, had killed king Saul, he went to David, 
supposing to have had great thanks for his message, that 
be nad killed David’s deadly enemy ; and therefore he 
made great haste to tell to David the chance, bringing 
with him king Saul’s crown that was upon his head, and 
' his bracelet that was upon his arm, to persuade his tidings 
to be true. But godly David was so far from rejoicing 
at this news, that immediately and forffiwith he rent his 
clothes off his back, he mourned and wept, and said to 
the messenger. How is it that thou wast noi^ afraid to lay 
thy hands on the Lor dh anointed to destroy him ? And 
by and by David made one of his servants to kill the 
messenger, saymg, Thy bhod he on thine own head, for 
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thine oum mouth hath testified and witnessed against thee^ 
granting that thou hast slain the Lord* s anointed (2 Sam. 
i. 6-^16). 

These examples bjeing so manifest and evident, it is an 
intolerable ignorance, madne^, and wickedness, for sub- 
jects to make any murmuring, rebellion, resistance, or 
withstanding, commotion, or insurrection, against their 
most dear and most dread sovereign lord and king, or- 
dained and appointed of God’s goodness for their commo- 
dity, peace, and quietness. Yet let us believe undoubtedly, 
good Christian people, that we may not obey jtings, ma- 
gistrates, or any otUIr (though they be our own fathers), 
if they would command us to do any thing contrary to 
God’s commandments. In such a case we ought to say 
with the apostles, We must rather obey God than man 
(Acts ^ 29). But nevertheless, in that case we may not 
in any wise withstand violently, or rebel against rulers, or 
make any insurrection, sedition, or tumults, either by force 
of arms, or otherwise, against the anointed of the Lord, 
or any of his appointed officers : but we must in such 
case • atiently suner all wrongs and injuries, referring thd 
judgment of our cause only to God. Let us fear the ter- 
rible punishment of Almighty God against traitors and 
rebellious • persons, by the example of Korab, Dathan, 
and Abiram; who repined and grudged against God’s 
magistrates and officers, and therefore the earth opened, 
and swallowed them up alive. Other, for their wicked 
muimuring and rebellion, were by a sudden fire sent of 
God, utterly consumed : other, for their froward beha- 
viouf to thrir rulers and governors, God’s ministers, were 
suddenly stricken with a foul j^uprosy : other were stinged 
to death, with wonderful stmnge fiery serpents; other 
were sore plagued, so that ther^were , killed intone day 
the number oif fourteen thousand and seven hundred, for 
rebellion against them whom God had appointed to be in 
authority {Numbers xvi]. Absalom also, rebelling against 
his ^ther king David, was punished with a strange and 
notable death {2 Sam. xviii. 9 — 15). 

TBB TBIRD PART OF THE SERMON OP OBEDISNCB* 

Yb have heard before, in this sermon of good order ami 
obedieneo^ manifestly proved both by the Scripture and 
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examples, that all subjects #re bound to obey their ma^s- 
trates, and for no cause to resist, or withstand, or rebel, of 
make any sedition , against them, yea, although they be 
wicked men. And let no man think that he can escape 
unpunished, that committelti treason, conspiracy, or re- 
bellion against his sovereign lord the king, though he 
commit the same never so secretly, either in thought, 
word, or deed, never so privily, in his privy chamber by 
himself, or openly communicating and consulting with 
others. For treason will not be hid, treason will out at 
length : God will have that most detestable vice both 
opened and punished, for that it is m directly against his 
ordinance, and against his high principal judge and 
anointed in earth. The violence and injury that is com- 
mitted against authority is committed against ^d, the 
commonwealth,, and the wliole realm, which Grod will 
have known, and condignly or worthily punished one way 
or other. For it is notably written of the wise man in 
Scripture, in the book called Ecclesiastes, JVish the 
king no evil in Ihy thoughty nor speak no hurt of him in 
thy privy chamber : for ths bird of the air shall betray 
thy voice, and toith her feathers shall bewray thy words 
^Eceles. x. 20). These lessons and examples are written 
lor our learning. Therefore let us all fear the most detes- 
table vice of rebellion, ever knowing and remembering, 
that he that resisteth or withsta.ideth common authority, 
resisteth or withstandeth God and his ordinance; as it 
may be proved by many other places of Ho^ly Scripture. 

And here let us take heed, that we understand not these 
or such other like places (which so straitly command 
obedience to superiors, and so straitly punished rebellion 
and disobedience to t]^ same} to be meant in any condi- 
tion of the pretenced or' coloured power of the bishop of 
Rome* truly the Scripture of God alioweth no such 
usurped power, mil of enormities, abusions, and blasphe- 
mies* But the true meaning of these and such places be 
to extol and set forth God’s true ordinance, and the 
authority of God’s anointed kings, and of their officers ap- 
pointed un^r them. And concerning the usurped power 
of the bisb^ of Rome, which, he most wrongnilly chal- 
h^efh as the successor of Christ and Peter ; we may 
i^uy perceive, how false, feigned, and forged it is, not only 
in that it hath no sufficient ground in Holy Beripfure, but 
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also by the fruits and doctrinf thereof. For our Saviour 
Christ and St Peter teach most earnestly and agreeably 
obedience to kings, as to the chief yd supreme rulers in 
this world, next under God: but tne bishop of Rome 
teacheth, that they that are under him are free from all bur- 
dens and charges of the commonwealth, and obedience 
toward their prince, most clearly against Christ's doctrine 
and St. Peter's. He ought therefore rather to be called 
Antichrist, and the successor of the scribes and pharisees, 
than Ch list's vicar, or St. Peter's succe^or^ seeing that 
not only in this point, but also in other wSghty matters of 
Christian religion, id matters of remission and forgiveness 
of sins, and of salvation, he teacheth so directly against 
lH)th St. Peter, and against our Saviour Christ, who not 
only taught obedience to kings, but also practised obedi- 
ence in their conversation and living : for we read that 
they both paid tribute to the king (Matt. xvii. 24 — 27). 
And also wc read that the holy vii*gm Mary, mother to 
our Saviour Christ, and Joseph, who was taken for his 
father, at the emperor's commandment, went to the dty 
of David named DethWiieni, to be taxed among other ^ and 
to declare tlieir obedience to the magistrates, for God's 
ordinance's sake (Luke ii. 4, 5). And here let us not 
forget the blessed virgin Mary's obedience : for although 
she was highly in God’s favour, and Christ's natural mo- 
ther, and was also great with child at the same time> and 
so nigh her travail, that she was delivered in her jouiney, 
yet she gladly without any excuse or grudging (for con- 
science sake) did take that cold and foul winter journey, 
being in the mean season so poor that she lay in a stable, 
and there she was delivered of Christ. And according to 
the same, lo, how St, Peter agreeth, writing by express 
words in his first epistle, Submit yburselveSf and he mhject, 
saith he, unto kings, as unto tfte chief heads, and unto 
rulers, as unto them that are sent of him for the pumsh- 
ment of evil doers, and for the praise of them that do well ; 
for so is the will of God (1 Pet. if. 13 — 15). I need not 
to expound these words, they be so plain of themselves. 
8t. Peter doth not i^y, Sul^it yourselves unto me ee 
supreme head of the church: neith^ saith he, Submit 
yourselves from time to time to my successors in Bome ; 
but he saith, Submit yourselves unto your king, your 
supreme head, and unto those that m appointeth in 
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authority under him ; for^hat you shall so shew your 
obedience, it is the will of Uod. God will that you be in 
subjection to your J^ead and king^. This is God’s ordi- 
nance, God’s commandment, and God’s holy will, that 
fhe whole body of every realm, and all the members and 
parts of the same, shall be subject to their head, their 
king, and that, ^as St. Peter writeth) For the Lord^s sake; 
and (as St, Paul writeth), For conscience sake ^ and not for 
fear only (1 Pet. ii. 13 ; Rom. xiii. 5). 

Thus we lear^i by the word of God to yield td our king 
that is dud to our king ; that is, honour, obedience, pay- 
ments of due taxes, customs, tributes, subsidies, love, 
and fear (Matt, xxii. 21 ; Rom. xiii. 7). Thus we know 
partly our bounden duties to common authority, now let 
us learn to accomplish the same. And let us most in- 
stantly and heartily pray to God, the only author of all 
authority, for all them that bo in authority, according as 
St. Paul willeth, writing thus to Timothy in his first 
epistle, I exhort therefore^ that above all things^ prayers^ 
supplications f intercessions^ and giving of thanks be done 
for all men ; for kingsy and fm* all that be in authority ; 
that we may live a *quiet and a peaceable life, with dll 
godliness ana honesty; for that is good and accepted or 
allowahle in the sight of Ood our Saviour (1 Tim. ii. 

1 — 3). Here St. Paul maketh an earnest and especial 
exhortation, concerning giving of thanks, and prayer for 
kings and rulers, saying. Above all thingsy as he might 
say, in any wise principally and chiefly, let prayer be 
made for kings. Let us heartily thank God for his great 
and excellent benefit and providence concerning the state 
of kings. Let us pray for them, that they may have 
God’s favour and God’s protection. Let us pray that 
they may ever in all things have God before their eyes* 
Let us pray that they may nave wisdom, strength, justice, 
clemency, and zeal to God’s glory, to God’s verity, to 
Christian souls, and to the commonwealth. Let us pray 
that they may rightly use their sword and authority, for 
the maintenance and defence of the catholic faith contained 
in Holy Scripture, and of their good and honrat subjects, 
for the fear and punishment of the evil and vicious people. 
Let us pray that they may most faithfully follow the most 
faithful ^ngseud captains in the Bible, iDavid, Hezekiah, 
Josiah, and Moses, with such other. And let os pray 
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for ourselves, that we mav liwe godlily in holy and Chris- 
tian conversation : so shall we have God on our side, and 
then let us not fear what man can do against us : so we 
shall live in true obedience, both to our most merciful l^ing 
in heaven, and to our most Christian king in earth : so 
shall we please God, an^ have the exceeding benefit, 
peace of conscience, rest and quietness here in this world, 
and after this life we shall enjoy a better life, rest, peace, 
and the everlasting bliss of heaven ; Avhich he grant us 
all, that was obedient fo# us all, even tq the death of the 
cross, Jesus Christ: To whom, with the Father, and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, both now and ever. 
Amen. 



AN HOMILY OR SERMON CONCERNING 
PRAYER. 

Thebb is nothing in all man^s life TwelLbeloved in our 
Saviour Christ) so needful to be spoken of, and daily to 
be called upon, as hearty, zealous, and devout prayer, the 
necessity whereof is so great, tliit without it noming may 
be well obtained at God’s hand. For as the apostle 
James saith, Every good and perfect gift cometh from 
above, and proceed^th from the Eatker of lights (James 
i. 17) ; who is also said to be rich and liberal towards 
all them that call upon him, not because he either will not 
or cannot give witliout asking, but because he hath ap- 
pointed ])rayer as an ordinary means between him and us 
(Rom. X. 12). I'liere is no doubt but he always knoweth 
what we have rood of, and is always most ready to give 
abundance of those things that o lack (Matt. vi. 32). 

Yet to the intent we might acknowledge him to be the 
giver of all good things, and behave ourselves thankfully 
towards him in that behalf, loving, fearing, and %vorsh ip- 
ping him sincerely and truly, as we ought to dp, he hath 
profitably and wisely ordained, that in time of necessity 
\re should humble ourselves in his sight, pour out the 
secrets of our heart before him, and emve help at his 
hands, with continual, earnest, and devout prayer. By 
the mouth of his holy prophet David, he saith on this 
wise. Call upon me in the days of thy trouble, and I will 
deliver thee (Psal. 1. 15). Likewise in the gospel, by the 
mouth of bis well-beloved Son Christ, he saith, Ash, and 
it shall he given you; knock, and it shall he opened: for 
whosoever asketh, receiveth; whosoever seeheth, iindeth ; 
and to Mm that hnochetk, it shall be opened (Matl. vii. 
7, 8). St, Paul also, most -agreeably consenting here- 
unto, willeth mm to pray every where, and to continue 
therein with thanksgiving (1 Tim. ii. 8; Phil. iv. 6j 
Col. iv. 2). Neither doth the blessed apostle St. James 
in this point any thing dissent, but earnestly exhorting all 
men to diligent prayer, saith, If any man lack wisdem, let 
him ash it of God, which giveth liberally to all men, and 
raproacheth no man (James i. 5). Also in another place, 
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Pray one for another^ saith he, that ye may he healed: 

. ’^or the righteous man’s prayer availeth muchy if it hefer-- 
vent (James v. 16). What other thing are we taught by 
^lese and such other places, but only this, that Almighty 
God, notwithstanding his heavenly wisdom and foreknow* 
ledge, will be prayed unto, that he will be called upon, 
that he will have us no less willing on our part to ask, 
than he on his part is willing to give ? Therefore most 
fond and foolish is the opinion and reason of those men, 
which therefore think all prayer to be superfluous and 
vain, because God searcheth the heart and the reins, and 
knoioeth the meaning of the Spirit before we ask (Rom. 
viii. 27). For if this fleshly and carnal reason were sufii- 
cient to disannul prayer, then why did our Saviour Christ 
so often cry to his disciples, Watch and pray ([Mark 
xiv. 38] ; Luke xxi. 36) ? Why did he prescribe them a 
form of prayer, saying, %When ye pray^ pray after this 
sort: Our Father y which art in keaveny (Matt. yi. 
9 — 13) ? Why did he pray so often and so earnestly 
himself before his passion ? Finally, ^hy did the apostles, 
immediately after his ascension, gather themselves toge- 
ther into one several place, and there continue a long 
time in prayer (Acts i, 14)? Either they musl condemn 
Christ and his apostles of extreme folly, or else they must 
needs grant, that prayer is a thing most necessary for a]l 
men, at all times, and in all places. Sure it is, that there 
is nothing more expedient or needful for mankind, in all 
the world than prayer. Pray always, saith St. P^ul, 
toith all manner of prayer and supplicatior^ and watch 
thereto with all dUigence (Ephes. vi. 18). Also in another 
place, he willeth us to pray aontinuallyy without any in^ 
termdssion or ceasing ; meaning thereby that we oughi 
never to slack or faint in prayer, hut to continue therein 
to our lives’ end (1 Thess. v. 17). A number of other 
such places might here be alleged of like effect, I mean, 
to declare the great neceasit;^ and use of prayer : but 'what 
need many proofs in a plain matter ? seeing there is no 
man so ignorant but he knoweth, no man so blind but he 
seeth, that prayer is a thing most needful in all estates and 
degrees of mem For only by the help hereof, we attain 
to those heavenly and everlasting treasures, which God 
our heavenly Father hath reserved and laid up for his 
obildren, in his dear and well-beloved Son Jesus Christ, 
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with this covenant and promise most assuredly confirmed 
and sealed unto us, that if we ask, we shall receive ([John 
xiv. 13, 14]; John xvi. ^—27). 

Now the great necessity of prayer being sufficiently 
known, that our minds and hearts may be the more pro* 
yoked and stirred thereunto, let us briefly consider what 
wonderful strength and power it hath to bring strange and 
mighty things to pass* We read in the book of Exodus, 
that Joshua, fighting against the Amalekites, did conquer 
and overcome them, not so much by virtue of his own 
strength, as by the earnest and continual prayer of Moses, 
who as long as he held up his hands to God, so long did 
Israel prevail; but when he fainted, and let his hands 
down, then did Amalek and his people prevail : insomuch 
that Aaron and Hur, being in the mount with him, were 
fain to stay up his hands until the going down of the sun, 
otherwise had the people of God^hat day been utterly dis- 
comfited, and put to flight (Exod. xvii, 11, 12). Also 
we read in anoth^ r place of Joshua himself, how he at the 
besieging of Gibe<m, making his humble petition to 
Almighty God, caused the sun and the moon to stay their 
course, and to stand still in the midst of heaven for the 
space of a whole day, until such time as the people 
were sufficiently avenged upon their enemies (Joshua x^ 
l2 — 14). And was not Jehoshaphat’s prayer of great 
force and strength, when God at his request caused bis 
enemies to fail out among themselves, and wilfully to 
destroy one another (2 Chron. xx. 18—23). Who can 
marvel enough at the effect and virtue of Elijah’s prayer? 
jBTe, hmng a ^an subject to affiictions as we arCy •prayed to 
the Xord that it might not rainy and there fell no rain 
the earth for the space of three years and six monUtSk 
Again, he wayed that it might rain, and there feU great 
plenty, so that the earth brought forth her increase most 
abundantly ([1 Kings xvii. 1] ; xvUi. 42 — 45 ; James v. 
17, 18). 

It were too long to tell of Judith, Esther, Susannah, 
and of divers other godly men and women, how greatly 
they prevailed in all their doings, by giving their minds 
earnestly and devoutly to prayer. Let it be sufficient at 
this time to conclude with the sayings of Augustine and 
Chrysostom, whereof the one calleth prayer ** ffie key of 
heaven the other plainly affirmeth, that there is nothing 
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in all the world more strong than a man tliat giveth him - 
self to fervent prayer” [Matt. xxi. 22]. 

Now then dearly beloved, seeing prayer is so needful a 
thing, and of so great stren^h before God, let us, accord- 
ing as we are taught by the example of Christ and his 
aposrlcs, be earnest and diligent in calling on the name of 
the Lord. Let us never mint, never ^ack, never give 
over ; but let us daily and hourly, early and late, in season 
and out of season, be occupied in godly meditations and 
prayers. What if we obtain not our petitions at the first ? 
Yet let ns not be discouraged, but let us continually cry 
and call upon God : he will surely hear us at length, if for 
no otlier cause, yet for very importunity ^s sake [Luke xi. 8]. 
Remember the parable of the unrighteous judge and the 
poor widow, how she by her importunate means caused him 
to do her justice against her adversary, although otherwise 
he feared' neither God nor man. 8hM not Ood much 
more avenge his etect, saith our Saviour Christ, which cry 
unto him day and night ? Thus he taught his disciples, 
and in them ml other true Christian men, to pray always^ 
and never to faint or shrink (Luke xviii. 1 — 1). Re* 
member also the example of the woman of Canaan, how 
she was rejected of Christ, and called dog, as one most 
unworthy of any benefit at his hands : yet she gave not 
over, but followed him still, crying and calling upon him 
to be good and merciful unto her daughter. And at length 
by very importunity, she obtained her request (Matt. xv. 
22 — 28). Oh let us learn by these examples to be earnest 
and fervent in prayer, assuring ourselves that whatsoever 
we ask of God the Father, in the name of his Son Christ, 
and according to his will, ) e will undoubtedly grant it 
iPohn xvi. 2^. He is trvtth itself ; and as truly as he 
hath promised it, so truly will be perform it. Ood for 
his great mercies’ sake so work in our hearts by his Holy 
Spirit, that we may always make our humble prayers unto 
him, as we ought to do, and always obtain the thing which 
we ask, through Jesus Christ our Lord ; to whom, with 
the Father and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and gloiy, 
world without end. Amen^ 
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Tn£ SECOND PART OF THE HOHILY CONCERNINQ FRATER. 

1 N the first part of this sermon ye heard the great necessity, 
and also the great force, of devout and earnest prayer, 
declared and proved unto you, both by diveis weighty 
testimonies, and also by sundry good examples of Holy 
Scripture, Now shall you learn whom you ought to call 
upon, and to whom you ought always to direct your 
prayers. 

We arc evidently taught in God’s holy Testament, that 
Almighty God is the only fountain and well-spring of all 
goodness ; and that whatsoever we have in this world, we 
receive it only at his hands. To this effect serveth the 
place of St. James, Pvery good and perfect gift, saith he, 
cometh from above, and proceedeth from ike Paiher of 
lights (James i. 17). To this eflect also sorveth the testi- 
mony of Paul, in divers places of his epistles, witnessing 
that the Spfrit or wisdom, the Spirit of knowledge and 
revelation, yea every good and heavenly gift, as faith, 
hope, charity grace, and peace, cometh only and solely 
of God [Rom v. 15, xv. 13 ; Eph^ii. 8; &c. &c.]. In 
consideration whereof, he bursteth out into a sudden pas- 
sion, and saith, O man, what thing hast thou, which thou 
hast not 9*eceived (1 Cor. iv, 7) ? Therefore, whensoever 
we need or lack any thing, pertaining either to the body 
or to the soul, it behoveth us to run only unto God, who 
is the only giver of all good things. Our Saviour Christ 
in the gospel, teaching his disciples how they should 
pray, sendeth them to the Father in his name, saying, 
Verily, verily, I my unto you, whatsoever ye ask & 
Father in my name, he mill gi^e it unto you ( J ohn xvi. 33^ 
And in another place, When ye pray,pray afer this sort: 
Out Father, which art in heaven, &c. (Matt. vi. 9 ; Luke 
xi. 2). And doth not God himself, by the mouth of his 
propnet David, will and command us to call upon him 
(Psalm 1. 14, 15) ? The apostle wisheth grace and peace 
to aU them that call on the name of the JLord, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ [1 Cor, i. 2, 3] ; as doth also the prophet 
Joel, saying, And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
shall caU on the nanie qf the Lord shall he saved (Joel ii* 
38i Acteii.21> 
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Thus then it is plain by the infallible word of truth and 
life, that in all our necessities we must flee unto Qod, 
direct our prayers unto him, call upon his holy name, 
desire help at his hands, and at none other’s ; whereof if 
ye will yet bavfe a further reason, mark that which fol- 
low eth, There are certain conditions most requisite to be 
found in every stich a one as must be called upon, which 
if they be not found in him unto whom we pray, then doth 
our prayer avail us nothing, but is altogetlib* in vain. 

The first is this, that he, to whom we make our praj^ers, 
be able to help us. The second is^ that he will help us. 
The third is, that he be such a one as may hear our 
prayers. The fourth is, that he imderstand better than 
Wl* oui'sclves what we lack, and how we have need of 
help. If these things be to be found in any other saving 
only God, then may we lawfully call upon some other 
besides God. But what man is so gross, but he well 
iinderstandcth that these things are only proper to him 
which is omnipotent, and knoweth all things, even the very 
secrets of the heart, that is to say, only and to God alone ? 
Whereof it followeth, that we must call neither upon angel, 
nor yet upon saint, but only and solely upon God, as St. 
Paul doth write, Ilow shall men call upon him in whom 
they have not believed (Rom, x. 14) ? So that invocation 
or prayer may not be made without faith in him on whom 
we call ; but that we must first believe in him, before we 
can make our prayer unto him ; whereupon we must only 
and solely pray unto God. For to say that we should 
believe either in angel or saint, or in any other living crea- 
tnre, were most horrible blasphemy against God and bis 
holy word; neither ought fl.is fancy to enter int<? the 
haart of ayv Christian mah, because we are expressly 
taught, in me word of the Lord, only to repose our faith 
in me blessed Trinity $ in whose only name we are also 
baptized, according to the express commandment of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, in the last of St Matthew (Matt, 
xxviii. 19). 

But that the truth hereof may the better appear, even 
to them that be most simple and unlearned, let us consider 
what prayer is. St Au^tlne calleth it a lifting up of 
the mind to God; that is to say, an humble and lowly 
pouring out of the heart to God.” Isidoras saith,that 
**it is an affection of the heart, and not a labour of the 
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lips.” So that by these placesi true prayer doth consist 
hot .so much in the outward sound and -voice of words^ as 
ill the inward groaning and crying of the heart to God, 

Now then, is there any angel, any virgin, any patriarch 
or prophet among the dead, that can understand or know 
the meaning of the heart ? The Scripture saith, It is God 
that searcheth the heart and the reins, and that he only 
knoiveih the hearts of the children of men (Psal. vii. 9; 
Rev. ii. 23; Jfcr. xvii. 10; 2 Chron. vi. 30). As for the 
saints, they have so little knowledge of the secrets of the 
heart, that many of the ancient fathers greatly doubt 
whether they know any thing at all, that is commonly 
done i.n earth. And albeit some think they do, yet St. 
Augusdne, a doctor of great authority, and also antiqui^, 
hath this opinion of them ; that they know no more what 
^ we do on earth, than we know what they do in heaven. 
For proof whereof, he allegeth tlic w^ords of Isaiah the 
prophet, wliere it is said, Abraham is ignorant of us, and 
Israel knoweth us not (Isa. Ixiii. 16). His mind there- 
fore is this, not that we should put any religion in wor- 
shipping of them, or praying unto them ; but that we 
should honour them by following their virtuous and godly 
life. For as he witnesseth in another place, The martyrs, 
and holy men in times past, w^ere wont after their death to 
be remembered and named of the priest at divine service; 
but never to be invocated or calkd upon.'^ And why so ? 
‘‘ Because the priest (saith he) is God's priest, and not 
theirs ; whereby he is bound to call upon God, and not 
upon them.” 

Thus you see,, that the authority both of the Scripture, 
and Vso of Augustine, doth not permit that we should 
pray unto them. Oh that all men would studiously read 
and search the Scriptures! then should they not be 
drowned in ' ignorance, but should easily perceive the 
truth, as well of this ppint of doctrine, as of all the rest 
(John V. 39). ForHhere doth the Holy Ghost plainly 
teach us, that Christ is our only Mediator and Intercessor 
with God, and that must seek and run to no other. 
If any man sinneth, saith St John, tee have an advocate 
unth the Father, Jesus Christ the Rijfkteous; and he is 
the pro^tiaiion for our sins (1 John li. 1, 2). St Paul 
saith, Tkerit is one Ood, and one Mediator heiumn 
and man, emn iks man Jems Christ (1 Tim. ii. S). 
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Whereunto agreetli the testimony of our Saviour himself^ 
witnessing that no man cometh to tfte FatjUtVy hut only by 
liinif who the way^ the truths the life^ yea^ and the only 
door whereby we must enter into the kingdom of heaven> 
because God is j)Ieased in no other but^in him (John xiv, 
(> ; X. 9 ; Matt. xvii. 5), For which cause also he crieth^ 
and calleth unto us, that we should come unto him, saying, 
CoTne unto me, all ye that labour and he heavy laden, and 
I shall refresh you (Matt. xi. 28). Would Christ have 
us so ’necessarily come unto him? and shall we most un- 
thankfully leave him, and run unto other? This is even 
that which God so greatly complaineth of by his prophet 
Jeremiah, saying, My people have committed two great 
offences ; they have forsaken me the fountain of the waters 
of life, and have digged to themselves broken pits, that can 
hold no water [Jer. ii. 13]. Is not that man, think you, 
unwise that will run for water to a little brook, when he 
*iiiay as well go to the head spring? Even so may his 
wisdom be justly suspected, that will flee unto saints in 
time of necessity, when he may boldly and without fear 
declare his grief, and direct his prayer unto the Lord 
himself. 

If God were strange, or dangerous to be talked withal, 
then might w^e justly draw back, and seek to some other. 
But the Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him in 
faith and truth ; and the prayer of the humble and meek 
hatf] always pleased him (Psal. cxlv. 18; Judith ix). 
What if we be sinners, shall we not therefore pray unto 
God? or shall we despair to obtain any thing at his hands ? 
Why did Christ then teach us to ask forgiveness of our 
sins, saying, And forgive us Mr trespasses, as toe forgive 
them that trespass against tm [Matt. vi. 12] ? Shall we 
think that the saints are more merciful in h^rm^ sinners, 
than God? David saith, that The Lord is full qf commas^ 
sion and mercy, slow to anger, and of great kinaness 
(]?sal. ciii. 8). St Paul, saith, that he is rich in mercy 
toward all them that call upon him (EphjBs. ii. 4 ; [Rom. 
X. 12]), And he himself by, the mouth of his prophet 
Isaiah saith, For a little wkUe have I forsaken thee, hut 
with great compassion will I gatkpr tliee : for a moment 
in mine anger I have hid my face from thee, hut with 
everlasting mercy have I had &»mpassion upon thee, (Isa. 
liy. 7» 8)« Thei^fbre the sins of any man ought npt to 
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withhold him from praying unto the Lord his God. But 
if he be truly penitent and stedfast in faith, let him assure 
himself that the Lord wjll be merciful unto him, and hear 
his prayers. #■ 

O but I dare not some man say) trouble God at 
all times with my^rayers: we see that in kings’ houses, 
and courts of princes, men cannot be admitted, unless 
they first use the help and mean of some special noble- 
man, to come unto the speech of the king, and to obtain 
the thing that they would have. To this reason doth St. 
Arnb^e answer very well, writing upon the first chapter 
to the Romans. Therefore fsaith he) we use to go unto 
the king by officers and noblemen, because the king is a 
mortal man, and knoweth not to whom he may commit 
the government of the commonwealth. But to have God 
, our friend, from whom nothing is hid, we need not uny 
helper, that should further us with his good word, but only 
a devout and godly mind.” And if it be so, that we need 
one to entreat for us, why may we not content ourselves 
with that one Mediator, which is at the right hand of God 
the Father, and there limthfor ever to make intercession 
for us (Heb. vii. 25) ? As the blood of Christ did redeem us 
on the cross, and cleanse us from our sins ; even so it is 
now able to save all them that come unto God by it. For 
Christ, sitting in heaven, hath an everlasting piiesthood, 
and always prayeth to his Father for them that be peni- 
tent, obtaining by virtue of his wounds, which are ever- 
more in the sight of God, not only perfect remission of 
our sins, but also all other necessaries that we lack in this 
world ; so that this only Mediator is sufficient in heaven, 
and needeth no others to help him. 

Why then do we pray one for another in this life ? some 
man perchance will here demand. Forsooth we are willed 
so to do, by the express commandment both of Christ and 
his disciples ; to declare therein, as well the faith that we 
have in Christ towards God, as also the mutual charitgr 
that we bear one towards another, in that we pity our bro^ 
ther’s case, and make our humble petition to God for him 
0fatt. V. 44; James v. 16, 16 ; Cotoss. iv. 3 ; 1 T*im. ii. 1). 
But that we should pray unto Saints, neither have we auy 
commandment in all the Scripture, nor yet example whicn 
we follow. So that, being done without autho- 

il|i Vf iBMfn Word^ it lacketh the ground of ffiith, and 
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therefore cannot be acceptable before God (Heb. xi, 6). 
Pbr whatsoever is net of faith is sin (Rom. xiv. 23). 
And the apoi^tlG saith, that^ti^A cometh by hearing^ and 
hearing by the word of God (Ron^x. 17). 

Yet thou wilt object further, that the saints in heaven 
do pray for us, and that their prayer proceedeth of an 
earnest charity, that they have towards their brethren on 
earth. Wluireto it may be well answered, first, that no 
man knowetli whether they do pray for us, or no. And 
if any will go about to prove it by the nature of charity, 
concluding, that because they did pray for men on &rth, 
therefore they do much more the same now in heaven ; 
then may it be said by the same reason, that as oft as wo 
do weep on earth, they do also weep in heaven, because 
while they lived in this world, it is most certain and sure 
they did so. And for that place which is witten in the 
Apocalypse [viii. 3], namely that the angel did offer up 
the prayers of the saints upon the golden altar, it is pro- 
perly meant, and ought properly to be understood, of 
those saints that are yet living on earth, and^not of them 
that are dead ; otherwise what need were it that the angel 
should offer up their prayers, being now in heaven before 
the face of Almighty G^d ? But admit the saints do 
pray for us, yet do we not know how, whether specially 
for them which call upon them, or else generally for all 
men, wishing well to eveiy man alike. If they pray 
specially for them which call upon them, then it is like 
they hear our prayers, and also know our hearths desire. 
Which thing to be false, it is already proved, both by the 
Scriptures, and also by the authority of Au^stine. 

!|l^t us not therefore put Ovir trust or confidence in the 
saints or martyrs that be dead. Let us not call upon 
theiiiii nor desire help at ^eir hands : but let us always 
lift up our hearts to God^ in the nenne of his dear S6n 
Christ, for whose sake as Gk>d. hath promised to hear on^ 
prayer, so he will truly perform it. Invocation is a thing 
proper unto God^ which if we attribute unto the saints, it 
soundeth to their reproach, neither can Ihey w^ell bear it 
at dur hands. When t^aul had healed a certain lame 
man, wbldx was impotent in hU feet, at lustra, the peoplO 
would have done sacrifice to him and Barnabas ; Whd 
rending their clothes refused it, and exhorted them to Wor- 
ship the true Qod (Acts xiv, 6^18)* Likewise in the 
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Revelation, when St. John fell before the angeVs feet to 
worship him^ the angel would noi permit him to do 
it, but conitnanded him that he should worship Qod 
(Rev. xix. 10; [xxiiiH^, 9]). Which examples declare 
unto us, that the saints and angels in heaven will not have 
us to do any honour unto them, that is due and proper 
unto God. He only is our Father, he only is omnipotent, 
he only knoweth and understandeth all things, he only 
cait help us at all times, and in all places; He suilereth 
the sun to shine upon the good and the bad, he feedeth 
the young ravens that cry unto him, he saveth both man 
and beast, he will not that any one hair of our head shall 
perish ; but is always ready to help and preserve all them 
that put their trust in him, according as be hath promised, 
saying, Before they call^ I will answevy and whilst they 
speaky 1 will hear (^Isa. Ixv. 24). Let us not therefore 
any thing mistrust Ins goodness, let us not fear to come 
beforo the throne of his mercy, let us not seek the aid 
and help of saints, but let us come boldly ourselves, 
nothing doubting but God for Christas sake, in whom 
he is well pleased, will hear us without a spokesman, and 
accomplish our desire in all such things as shall be agree* 
able to his most holy will. So saith Chrysostom, an 
ancient doctor of the church ; and so must we stedfastly 
believe, not because he saith it, but much more because 
it is the doctrine of our Saviour Christ himself, who hath 
promised [John xvi. 23] that if we pray to the Father in 
his name, we shall certainly he heard, both to the relief 
of our necessities, and also to the salvation of our souls, 
which he hath purchased unto us, not with gAd or silver, 
but with his |>recious blood shed once for all upon^he 
cross. 

To him therefore, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
three persons and one God, be all honour, praise, and 
f lory^ for ever and ever, ^men* 


^ 

THE THIBD PAli^ OF THE B0M1JL.T CONOERNING PRAYER. 

.O' ‘ ^ 

Xn were taught in the other part of this sermon, unto 
whom ye ought to direct your prayers in time of need and 
necessity, that is, to, wit, not unto angels or saints, but unto 
“^eternal «fi4. tirev-lirmg God; who, because he is mer* 
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oiful^ is always ready to hear us, when waeall upon him 
in true and perfect faith. And because ha is omnipotent, 
he can easily perform and bring to pass the thing that we 
request to have at his hands. To 4oubt of his power, it 
were a plain point of infidelity, and clean against the 
doctrine of the Holy Ghost, which teacheth that he is all 
in all. And as touching his good will in this behalf, we# 
have express testimonies in Scripture, how that he will 
help us, and also deliver us, if we call upon him in time of 
trouble (Psalm 1. 15). So that in both these respects, we 
ought rather to call upon him than upon any other. Nei- 
ther ought any man therefore to doubt to come boldly 
unto God, because he is a sinner. For the Lord (as the 
prophet David saith) is gracious and merciful; yea^ his 
mercy and' goodness endureth for emr (Psalm evii. 1). 
He that sent his own Son into the world to save sinners 
(1 Tim. i. 15), will he not also hear sinners, if with 
a true penitent heart and a stedfast faith they pray unto 
him ? Yes, if we acknowledge our sinsy God is faithful 
and jmt to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness (1 John i. 9), as we are plainly 
taught by '\he examples of David, Peter, Mary Magda* 
lene, the publican, and divers other. And whereas we 
must needs use the help of some mediator and intercessor, 
let us content ourselves with him that is the true and only 
Mediator of the New Testament, namely the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. For as St. John saith, If any 
man siuy we have an advocate with the Father^ Jesus 
Christ the T^ghteous, who is the propitiation for our sins 

i l John ii. 1, 2). And St. Paul in his first epistle to 
'irnothy (ii, 5, o) saith, Tfi^re is one Oo^ and one Me* 
diator between God and TnaUy even the man Jesus Christy 
who gave himself a ransom for all men^ to he a testimony 
in due time* 

Now after this doctrine published, you shall be in* 
structed for what kind of things, and what kind of 
persons, ye ougW to make your prayers unto God. It 
greatly behoveth all men, when they ptay, to consider 
well and diligently with themselves what they ask^and 
require at God’s hands, lest^ii* they desire that thing which 
they ought not, their petitions be made void, and of notie 
effect. There came on a time unto Agesilaus the king, 
a certain importunate suitor, who requested him in a 
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matter earnestly, saying, ^ Sir, and it please your grace, 
^o\i did once promise me/ ‘ Truth,* quoth the king, * if 
it be just that thou requirest, then I promised thee ; other* 
wise 1 did only speat it, and not promise it/ The man 
would not be so answered at the king*B hand ; but still 
urging Iiim more and more, said, ^ It becometh a king to 
^perform the least word he hath spoken, yea, if he should 
only bock with his head/ ^No more,* saith the king, 

^ than it behoveth one, that cometh to a king, to speak 
and ask those things which are rightful and honest/ 
Thus tlie king cast on this unreasonable and importunate 
suitor. 

Now if so great consideration be to be had, when we 
kneel before an earthly king, how much more ought to 
be had, when we kneel before the heavenly King, w'ho is 
only delighted with justice and equity, neither will admit 
any vain, foolish, or unjust petition ! Therefore it shall 
be good and |iVofital>le, thoroughly to consider and deter- 
mine with ourselves, what things we may lawfully ask of 
God, without fear of repulse, and also ‘what kind of 
persons we are bound to commend unto God in our daily 
prayers. 

Two things are chiefly to be x^cspcctedin every good and 
godly man’s prayer : his own necessity, and the glory of 
Almighty God. Necessity belongeth either outwardly to 
the body, or else inwardly to *he soul. Which part of 
man, because it is much more precious and excellent than 
the other, therefore we ought first of all to crave such 
things as properly belong to the salvation thfreof ; as the 
gift of repent^ee, the gift of faith, the gift of charity and 
good works, remission and forgiveness of sins, patience in 
adversity, lowliness in prosperity, and such other like 
fruits of the Spirit, as hope, Jove, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, meekness, and temperance 
(Gal. V. 22, 23) ; which ti#ng8 God requireth of all them 
that profess themselves to be his chiid^n, saying unto 
them in this wise, Let your light so s^im hejfbre me^ that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your Path&r 
which is in heaoen (Matt. v. 16). And in another place 
he saith, Seek first kingdom of God, and his 
^ightenm^sSf and then all other things shall he given unto 
you (Matt* vi. 33). Wherein he putfeth us in mind, 
our chief and greatest care ought to be for those 
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things which pertain to the health and safeguard of the 
soul, because we have here^ as the apostle saith, no con* 
tinning citOt hut do seek after another in the toorld to come 
(Heb. xiii. 14). 

Now when we have sufficiently prayed for things be- 
longing to the soul, then may we lawfully and with safe 
conscience, pray also for our bodily necessities, as meat, 
drink, clothing, health of body, deliverance out of prison, 
good luck in ouv daily affairs, and so forth, according as 
we shall have need. Whereof, what better example can 
we desire to have, than of Christ himself, who taught his 
disciples, and all other Christian men, first to pray for 
heavenly things, and afterward for earthly things ; as is 
to be seen in that p^^iyer which he left unto his church, 
commonly called the Lord^s prayer (Matt. vi. 9 — 13 ; 
Luke xi. 2 — 4) ? In the third book of Kings, and third 
chapter, it is written, that God appealed by night in a 
dream unto Solomon the Mngy mying^ Ask of me what- 
soever than fvilt, and I will give it thee [1 Kings iii. 5 — 13]. 
Solomon made his humble prayer, and asked a wise and 
prudent heart, that might judge and undei'Stand what 
were good, and vv'hat were ill, what were godly, and 
what were ungodly, what were righteous, and what were 
unrighteous in the sight of the Lord. It pleased God 
woMrously that he asked this thing* And God eaid unto 
him, Because thou hast requested this word, and hast not 
desired many days and long years upon the earth, neither 
abundance of riches and goods, nor yet the Vfe of thine 
enemies which hate thee, but hast desired wisdom to sit in 
judgment; Behold, I have doTie unto thee^ according to 
ihy words; I have given th$c a wise heart, full of know- 
ledge and under starring, so that there was never any like 
thee before time, neither sKaU be in time to come More- 
over, 1 have besides this given thee that which thou hast 
not reqtdred, namely worldly wealth and riches, pHneely 
honour and glor^ so that thou shalt therein also pass a}i 
kings that ever were [2 Chron. i. 11, 12]. Note in this 
example, hoiv Solomon, being put to his choice to ask of 
God whatsoever he would, requested not vain and transit* 
tory things, but the high atid heavenly treasures of wis- 
dom ; and that, in so doing, hd^bbtaineth, as it were in 
recompence, both riches and honour. Wherein is ^ven 
lie to understand, that, in our daily prayers, we should 
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cbiefiy and principally ask those things 'which concern the 
kingdom of God, and the salvation of our own souls, nothing ' 
doubting but all other things shall (according to the pro- 
mise of Christ) be given unto us. 

But here wo must take heed that we forget not that 
other end, whereof mention was made before, namely, the 
glory of God. Which unless we mind, and set before 
our eyes in making our prayers, we may not look to 
be heard, or to receive any thing of the Lord, In the 
twentieth chapter of Matthew [t>. 21], the mother of the 
two sons of Zcbedec came unto Jesus, worshipping him, and 
saying, Grant that my two sons may sit in thy kingdom, the 
07ie on thy right handf and the other at thy left hand. 
In this petition she did not respect |he glory of God, but 
plainly declared the ambition and vain-glory of her own 
mind ; for which cause she was also most worthily repelled 
and rebuked at the Lord’s hand. In like manner we read 
in the Acts, of one Simon Magus, a sorcerer, how that he, 
perceiving that through laying on of the apostles* hands 
the Holy Ghost was given, offered them mon&y, saying. 
Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay my 
hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost,^ In making this 
request, he sought not the honour and glory of God, but 
his own private gain and lucre, thinking to get great store* 
of money by this feat j and therefore it was justly said 
unto him, Thy money perisk with thee, because thou 
thinkest that the gift of God may be obtained with money 
(Acts viii. 18 — 20). By these and such other examples 
we are taught, whensoever wc make our prayers unto 
God, chiefly to respect the honour and glory of his name. 
Whereof we have this general precept in the apostle Paul, 
Whether ye eat or drinks or whatsoever ye do, hoh that 
ye do it to the glory of God (1 Cor. x. 31 ; Coloss. iii. 17). 
Which thing we shall best of all do, if we follow the 
example of our Saviour Christ, who, praying that the 
bitter cup of death might pas^ from him^ would not therein 
have his own 'will fulfllled, but referrei“the whole matter 
to the good will and pleasure of bis Father (Matt. xxvi. 39; 
Luke xxii. 42 ; [Mark xiv. 36]). 

4ud hitherto concerning thoee things, that we may 
lawuily and boIdly*ask4bf God. 

Now it followeth, that we declare what kind oi persons 
W6 are bound in conscience to pray for. St. Paul, writing 
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to Timotliy, exbortetli him to make prayers and supplica* 
tions for all men, exempting none, of what degree or state 
soever they be. In which plape he maketh mention by 
name of kings and rulers which are in authority, putting 
us thereby to knowledge, how greatly it concerncth the 

E rofit of the commonwealth, to pray diligently for the 
igher powers (1 Tim. ii. 1, 2). Neither is it without 
good cause, that he doth so often in all his epistles crave 
the prayers of God's people for himself (Coloss, iv. 3 ; 
Rom. XV. 30;|fe Thess. iii. 1; Ephes, vi. 18, 19; 
[1 Thess. V. 23 ; 2 Cor. i. 11]). For in so doing, he 
declareth to the world, how expedient and needful it is, 
daily to call upon God for the ministers of his holy word 
and sacraments, that they may have the door of utterance 
opened unto them, that they may truly understand the 
Scriptures, that they may efibctually preach the same 
unto the people, and bring forth the true fruits thereof, to 
the example of all other. After this sort*did the congrega- 
tion continually pray for Peter at Jerusalem (Acts xii. 5), 
. nd for Paul among the Gentiles, to the great increase 
and furtherance of Christ's gospel. And if we, following 
their good example herein, will study to do the like, 
doubtless it cannot be expressed how greatly we shall 
both help ourselves, and also please God. « 

To discourse and run through all degrees of persons, it 
were too long. Therefore yo shall briefly take this one 
conclusion for all: whomsoever we are bound by express 
commandment to love, for those also are we bound in 
Gonscience to pmy. But we are bound by express com- 
mandment to love all meu as ourselves : therefore we are 
also bound to pray for all ipen, even as well as if it were 
for ourselves, notwithstanding we know them to be our 
extreme and deadly enemies. For so doth our Saviour 
Christ plainly teach us in his holy gospel, saying, Lo^ 
your enemiesy bless them that curse youy do^good to them 
that hate youy pray for them that persecute you ; that ye 
may be the chVdren of your Father which is m heaven 
(^tt. V. 44, 43 ; [Luke vi. 27, 28^. And as he taught 
his disciples, so did he practise himself in his life-time, 
paying for his enemies upon the cross, and desiring bis 
Father to forgive them, because they knew not what they 
did (Luke xxiii. 34). As did also that holy and blessed 
martyr Stephen, when he was oritoUy stoned to death of 
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the stubborn and stiiF-necked J ews : to the example of ah 
them that will truly and unfeignedly follow their Lord 
and Master Christ in this miserable and mortal life 
(Acts vii. GO). 

Now to entreat of that question, whether ought to 
pray for thepi that are departed out of this world, or no. 
Wherein, if we will cleave only unto the woi'd of God, 
tlien must we needs grant, that we have no commandment 
so to do. For the Scripture doth ack^wledge but two 
places after this life: the one propcrUo the elect and 
blessed of God, the other to tlie reprobate and damned 
souls ; as may bo well gathered by the parable of Lazarus 
and the rich man (Luke xvi. 19 — 20) ; which place St. 
Augustine expounding saith in this wise, That which 
Abraham speaketh unto the rich man in Luke's gospel, 
namely that the just cannot go into those places where the 
wicked are tormented ; what other things doth it signify, 
but only this, that the just, by reason of God's judgment, 
which may n<>t be revoked, can sliew no deed of mercy 
in helping them which after this life are cast into prison, 
until tney pay ilw? uttermost farthing ? " These words, as 
they confound the opinion of helping* the dead by prayer, 
80 they do clean confute and take away the vain errgr of 
purgatory, which is grounded upon this sayjng of the 
gospel, Thou shalt not dm>art thence, until thou hast paid 
the uttermost farthing [Matt. v. 26]. Now doth St. Augus- 
tine say, that those men which are cast into prison after this 
life, on that condition, may in no wise be holpen, though 
we would help them never so much. And why? Be- 
cause the sentence of God is unchangeable, and cannot be 
revoked again. Therefore let us not deceive ourselves, 
thinking that either we may help other, or other may help 
us by their good ^and charitable prayers in time to come. 
For, as the Preacher saith, When the treefdUeth, whether 
it he toward the south or toward the north, in what place 
soever the tree falieth, there it Ueth (Eccles. xi. 8); meaning 
thereby, that every portal man aieth either in the state 
of salvation or damiSttion, according as the words of the 
evangelist John do also plainly import, saying, Be that 
h^ieveth on the Son ^ Ood hath eternal life; but he that 
not on the &fn shall never see life, but the v^ath 
of Ood oMd^h upon him (John iii. 36). Where is then 
the third place, which they call pur^tory? Or where 
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ghali our prayers help and profit the dead ? St. Augustine 
doth only acknowledge “two places” after this life, heaven 
'and hell. As for the tliird place^ he doth plainly deny 
that there is any such to bo found in all Scripture. 
Chrysostom likewise is of this mind, that “unless we 
v;ash away our sins in this present world, shall find 
no comfort afterward.” And St* Cyprian saith, that, after 
death, “ rcf>cntance and sorrow of pain shall be without 
fruit ; weeping also shall also be in vain, and prayer shall 
be to no purpose/’ Therefore he counselleth all men to 
make provision for themselves while they may, because, 
“ when they are once departed out of this life, tliere is no 
place for repentance, nor yet lor satisfaction.” 

Let these and such other places be sufficient to take 
away tlie gross error of purgatory out of our heads; nei- 
ther let us dream any more, that the souls of the dead are 
any thing at all holpen by our prayers ; but as the Scrip- 
ture teacheth us, let us think that the soul of man, passing 
out of the body, goeth straightways either to heaven, or 
else to hell, whereof the one needeth no prayer, and the 
other is without redemption. ^ The only purgatory, wherein 
we must trust to be saved, is the death and blood of Christ; 
which we apprehend with a true and stedfast faith, it 
purgeth and cleauseth us from all our sins, even as well 
as if he were now hanging upon the cross. The blood 
of Christy saith St. J ohn, hath cUamed us from aU sin 
(1 John i. 7). The blood of Christy saith St. Paul, hath 
purged our consciences from dead wprits, to serve the 
ing God (Ileb. ix. 14), Also in another place he saith, 
l^e be sanctified and made holy by the offering up of the 
body of Jesus Christy done onn$ for all. Yea he addeth 
more, saying, With the one oblaiion ,of his blessed body 
and precious bloody he hath made perfect for ever am 
ever all them that are sanctified (Heb. x. 10, 14). This 
then is that purgatorjr, wherein all Christian men put their 
whole trust and confidence, nothing doubting, but if they 
truly repent them of their sins» and die in perfect faith, that 
then they shall forthwith pass from ileath to life. If this 
kind of purgation will not serve them, let them never 
hope to be rSeased by other men’s prayers, though they 
should continue therein unto the world’s end. Be that 
cannot be saved by faith in Christ’s blood, how shall he 
look to be deliver^ by man’s intercessions ? Hath God 
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more respect to man on earth, than he hath to Christ in 
heaven ? If any man sin, salth St John, we have an 
Advocate with the JPather, even Jesus Christ the righteom^ 
and he is the 'propitiation for our sins (1 John ii. 1, 2). 
But we must take heed that we call upon this Advocate 
while we h^e space given us iu this life, lest when we are 
once dead, there be no hope of salvation left unto us. For 
as every man slecpeth with his own cause, so every man 
shall rise again with his own cause. And look in wliat 
state he dieth, in the same state he shall be also judged, 
whether it Be to salvation or damnation. Let us not 
therefore dream cither of purgatory, or of prayer for the 
souls of them that be dead : but let us earnestly and dili- 
gently pray for them which arc expressly commanded in 
Holy Scripture, namely, for kings and rulers, for ministei's 
of God*s holy w^ord and sacraments, for the saints of this 
world, otherwise called the faithful : to be short, for all 
men living, be they never so great enemies to God and 
his people, Jews, Tiirks, pagans, infidels, heretics, 
&c. Then shall we truly fulfil the commandment of 
God in that behalf, and plainly declare ourselves to be the 
true children of our heavenly Father, who suffereth the 
sun to shine upon the good and the had, and the rain to 
fall upon the just and the unjust [Matt. v. 46]. For 
which, and all other benefits most abundantly bestowed 
upon mankind from the beginning, let us give him hearty 
thanks, as we are most bound, and praise his name for 
ever and ever. Amen* 
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AN HOMILY OR SERMON CONCERNING 
THE NATIVITY AND BIRTH OF OUR 
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. 


Among all tlie creatures that God made in the beginning 
of the world most excellent and wonderful in their kind, 
there was none, as the Scripture beareth witness, to be 
compared almost in any point unto man, who as well in 
body as in soul exceedeth all other, no less than the sun 
in brightness and light exceedeth every small and little 
star in the firmament. He was made according to the 
image and similitude of God, he was endued with all 
kind of heavenly gifts, he had no spot of uncleanness in 
him, he was sound and perfect in all parts, both outwardly 
and inwardly, his reason was tincorrupt, his understanding 
was pure and good, his will was obedient and godly, he 
was made altogether like unto God, in righteousness, in 
holiness, in wisklom, in truth ^ to be short, in all kind of 
peifection. 

When he was thus created and made, Almighty God, 
in token of his great love towards him, chose out a special 
place of the earth for him, namely paradise, where he 
lived in all tranquillity and pleasure, having great abun- 
dance of worldly goods, and lacking nothing uiat be might 
justly require, or desire to have. For, as it is said, Uod 
mado him lord and ruler oeer all the worJts of his hatids^ 
th4xt he should have under kU feet all sheep and oxen^ all 
beasts of the fields all fowls of the air, all fishes of the sea^ 
and use them always at his own pleasure, according as he 
should have need (Psalm viii. 6— $). Was not this a 
mirror of perfection? Was not this a full, perfect, and 
blessed estate ? Could any thing else be well added here- 
unto, or greater felicity desired in this world ? Bat as the 
common nature of all men is, in time of prds^rity and 
wealth, to fb^et not only themselves, but also Crod ; even 
so did this firsts man Adam, who having but one com* 
linandment at God's hand, namely, that he should not eat 
of the fruH of khpwledge of good ill, did notwith^' 
standing, most unmindfiuly, or rather most wilfully break 
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it, in forgetting the strait charge of his Maker, and giving 
ear to the crafty suggestion of that wicked serpent the 
devil. Whereby it came to pass, that as before he was 
blessed, so now he was accursed; as before he was 
loved, so now he was abhoired ; as before he was most 
beautiful and precioA, so now he was most vile and 
wretched in the sight of his Lord and Maker. Instead of 
the image of God, he was now become the image of tlio 
devil : instead of the citizen of heaven, he was become the 
hond-slave of hell, having in himself no one part of hid 
former purity and cleanness, but being altoge&er spotted 
and denied ; insomuch that now he seemed to be nothing 
else but a lump of sin, and therefore by the just judgment 
of God was condemned to everlasting death. This so great 
and miserable a plague, if it had only rested on Adam, 
who first offended, it had been so much the easier, and 
might the better have been borne. But it fell not only 
on him, but also on his posterity and children for ever, so 
that the whole brood of Adam’s flesh should sustain the 
scif-same fall and punishment, which their forefather by 
his ofience most justly had deserved. St. Paul in the 
fif^ chapter to the Romans [nt% 18, 19], saith. By the 
offence of only Adam^ the ftmlt came upon dll men to con- 
demnation^ and by one mads disobedience many were maAe 
sinners. By which words we are taught, that as in Adam 
ail men universally sinned, so in Adam all men univeraallv 
received the reward of sin ; that is to say, became mortal, 
and subject unto death, having in themselves nothing but 
everlasting damnation both of body and soul. They be- 
came (as I>avid saith) corrupt and ahominahley they went 
dU out of the wayy there was none that did goody no not 
om [Ps. adv. 1, 3]. 

O what a miserable and woeM state was this, that the 
sin of one man should destrojir and condemn all men, that 
nothing in all the world might be looked for, but only 
pangs of death, and pains of hell! Had it been any 
marvel if mankind had been utterly driven to desperatioa, 
being thus fallen fi*oin life to death, fix>m salvation to 
destruction, from heaven to hell ? But behold the mat 
goodness ' and tender mercy of God in his behalf : mbei% 
wiok^ness and sinful behaviour was such, that it 
4iiSved riot in uny part to be forgiven ; yet to the intent 
he might not be clean destitute of all hope and comfbrt in 
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time to come, he ordained a new covenant^ and made a 
sure promise thereof, namely, that he would send a 
Messias or Mediator into the world, which should make 
intercession, and put himself as a stay between both par- 
ties, to pacily the wrath and indignation conceived against 
sin, and to deliver man out of the miserable curse and 
cursed misery, whereinto he Was fallen headlong, by dis- 
obeying the will and commandment of his only Lord and 
Maker. This covenant and promise was first made un^ 
Adam himself immediately after his fall, as we read in thb 
third of Genesis [v. 15], where God said to the serpent on 
this wise, I toUl put enmity between thee and the womaUj 
between thy seed and her Seed. Me shall break thine 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

Afterward the self-sam^ covenant was also more amply 
and plainly renewed unto Abraham, where God promised 
him, that in his Seed aU nations and families of the earth 
should be blessed (Gen. xii. 3 ; [xxii* 18]). Again, it was 
continued and confirmed unto Isaac in the same form of 
words as it was before unto his father (Gen. xxvi. 4), 
And to the intent that mankind might not despair, but 
always live in hope, Almighty God never ceased to pub- 
lish, repeat, confirm, and continue the same, by divers and 
sundry testiihonies of his prophets ; who, for the better 
persuasion of the thing, prophesied ^e time, the place, the 
manner, and circumstance of his birth, the affiiction of his 
life, the kind of his death, the glory of his resurrection, 
the receiving of his kingdom, thecteliveranoeof his people, 
with all other circumstances belonging thereunto. Isaiali 
prophesied, that he should, be horn m a virgin and caUed 
JSmanvel [Is. vit. 14]. Mic&h prophesied, that he should 
he bom in SethMi^, a pkwe of Jewry [Mic. v. 2]. 
Ezekiel prophesied, that he should come of Ae stock and 
lineage of Jlavid [Ezek. xfxiv. 23, 24]. Daniel pro- 
phesied, that aU natiom and languages should serve him 
[Dan. vii. 14]. Zechariah prophesied, that he should come 
in poverty, riding upon an ass [Zech. ix. 9]. Malachi 
prophesied, that he should send X^ias before kirn, which 
was John the Baptist [Hal. iii. 1; iv. 5; Matt. xi. 14; 
xvii. 10 — 13]. Zechariah prophesied, that he should be sold 
for thirty pieces of silver, &c. [Zech. xi. 12, 13]. • And 
all this was doiie, that the promise and covenant of 
God, maxle unto Abraham and his posterity concerning 
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the redemption of the world, might be credited and 
fully believed- 

NoWf as the apostle Paul saith, when the fulness of 
time was come, that is, the perfection and course of years 
appointed from the beginning, then God, according to his 
former covenant and promise, sent a Messias, otherwise 
called a Mediator, into the world ; not such a one as Moses 
was, not such a one as Joshua, Saul, or David was ; but 
aiich a one as should deliver mankind from the bitter curse 
of the law, and make perfect satisfaction by his death for 
the sins of all people ; namely, he sent his dear and only 
Son Jesus Christ, bom, as the apostle saith, (f a woman, 
and made under the law, that he might redeem them that 
were in bondage of the law, and make them the chUdf^en of 
God by adoption [Gal. iv. 4, 5]. Was not this a won- 
derful great love towards us that were his professed and 
open enemies, towards us that were by nature the children 
of wrath, and iire-brands of hell-fire ? In this, saith St. 
John, appeared the great love of Ood, that he sent his 
only-begotten Sort into the world to save its, when toe iverc 
his extreme enemies. Herein is love, not that loe loved 
him, but that he loved ns, and sent his Son to he a re- 
conciliation for our sins [1 John iv. 9, 10]. St. Paul 
also saith, Christ, when we were yet of no strength, died 
for us being ungodly. Doubtless a man will scarce die 
for a righteous man. Peradventure some me durst die 
for him of whom he fuUk received good. But God setteth 
out his love towards us, in that he sent Christ to die for us, 
when we were yet void of all goodness (Rom. v. 6 — 8). 
This and such other comparisons doth the apostle use, to 
amplify and set forth the tender mercy and great goodness 
of God, declared towairda mankind, in sending down u 
Saviour from heaven, even Christ the Lord. Which one 
benefit among all other is so great and wonderful, that 
neither tpngue can well express it, neither heart think it, 
much less give sufficient tlianks to God for it. 

But here is a great controversy between us and the 
Jews, whether the same Jesus, which was born of the 
virgin Mary, be the true Messias, and true Saviour of 
tli^ world, 6o long promised and prophesied of before. 

as they are, and have been always, {)roud and stiff- 
^niseked, Would never acknowled^ him until this day, but 
have looked and waited for another to come. They have 
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this fond imagination in their heads^ that the Messias shall 
eome, not as Christ did, like a poor pilgrim and meek 
£:oul riding upon an ass ; but like a valiant and mightj 
king, in great royalty and honour : not as Christ did> with 
a few fishermen, and men of small estimation in the world; 
but with a great army of strong men, with a great train ot‘ 
wise and noble men, as knights, lords, earls, dukes, princes, 
and so forth. Neither do they think that their Messias 
shall slanderously suffer death, as Christ did ; but that he 
shall stoutly conquer and manfully subdue all his enemies, 
and finally" obtain such a kingdom on earth, as never was 
seen from the beginning. While they feign unto them- 
selves after this sort a Messias of their own brain, they 
deceive themselves, and account Christ as an abject and 
scorn of the world. Therefore Christ crucified^ as St. 
Paul saith [1 Cor. i. 23], is unto the Jews a stumblint^ 
block f and to the Gentiles foolishness^ because they think 
it an absurd thing, and contrary to all reason, that a Re- 
deemer and Saviour of the whole world should be handled 
after such a sort as he was; namely, scorned, reviled, 
scourged, condemned, and last of all cruelly hanged. This, 
I say, seemed in their eyes strange, and most absurd, and 
therefore neither they would at that time, neither will they 
as yet, acknowledge Christ to he tlieir Messias and Sa- 
viour. But we, dearly beloved, that hope and look to be 
saved, must both stedfastly believe, and also boldly con-, 
fess, that the same Jesus, which was horn of the virgin 
Mary, vras the true Messias and Mediator between God 
and man, protnised and prophesied of so long before. For, 
as the apostle writeth, nHth the heart man helievetk unto 
righteousness^ and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation. Again in the same place, Whosoever helieveih 
in him shall never be ashamed nor confounded (Rom. x. 
10, 11). Whereto agreeth also the testimony of St* John, 
written in the fourth chapter of his first general epistle 
[v. 15] on this wise, Whosoever confessetk fluit Jesus is 
the Son of God, he dweUeth in Gody and God in him. 

There is no doubt, but in this point all Christian men 
are fully and perfectly persuaded. Yet shall it not be a 
lost labour to instruct and furnish you willt a few places 
concerning this matter, that ye may be able to stop the 
blasphemous mouths of all them that most Jewishly, or 
rather devilishly, shall at any time go about to teach or 
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• 

maintain the contrary. First, ye have the witness and 
testimony of the angel Gabriel, declared as well to Za* 
charias the high priest, as also to the blessed virgin 
[Luke i* 19 ; 26, et seq.’\. Secondly, ye have the witness 
and testimony of John the Baptist, pointing unto Christ, 
and saying, Bekold the Lamb of Qod^ that taketh atoay 
the aim of the world [ J ohn i. 29]. Thirdly, ye have the 
witness and testimony of God the Father, who thundered 
from heaven, and said, This is my dearly beloved Son^ in 
whom I am well pleased; hear him [Mark ix, 7]. Fourthly, 
ye have the witness and testimony of the Holy Ghost, 
which came down from heaven in manner of a dove, and 
lighted upon him in time of his baptism [Matt. iii. 16, 17]. 
To these might be added a CTeat number more ; namely, 
the witness and testimony of the wise men that came to 
Herod [Matt. ii. 1 — 11], the witness and testimony of 
Simeon and Anna [Luke ii.30 — 34, 38], the witness and 
testimony of Andrew and Philip, Nathaniel and Peter 

S ohn i. 41, 45, 49; Matt. xvi. 16], Nicodemus and 
artha [John iii. 2; xi. 27], with divers other: but it 
were too long to repeat all, and a few places are sufficient 
in so plain a matter, specially among them that are already 
persuaded. Therefore if the privy imps of Antichrist, 
and crafty instruments of the devil, shall attempt or go 
about to withdraw you from this true Messias, and per^ 
suade you to look for another that is not yet come ; let 
them not in any case seduce you, but confirm youmelves 
with these and such other testimonies of Holy Scripture, 
which are so sure and certain, that all theMevib in hell 
shall never be able to withstand them. For as truly as 
Grod liveth, so truly was Jesus Christ the true Messias 
and Saviour of the world, even the same Jesus, which, as 
this day, was born of the virgin Mary, without all help of 
man, only by the power and operation of the Holy Ghost. 

Concerning whose nature and substance, because divers 
and sundry heresies are risen in these our days, through 
the mption and suggestion of Satan ; therefore it shall be 
needful and profitable for your instruction, to speak a 
word or two also of this part, , 

'ISfe are evidtently taught in the Scripture, that our Lord 
and Saviour Christ consisteth of two several natures; of 
hb manhood, being thereby perfect man, and of his God- 
head^ being tWeby perfect God. It is written, The Word, 
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that is to say, the second person in Trinity, became flesh 
(John i. 14). God sending his own Son in the similitude 
of sinful J^hjfulfilUd those things which the law could not 
{Uom. viii. 3). Christ being inform of Qodj took onhim 
the form of a servant, and was made like unto man, being 
foukd in Swfpe as a man (PhiL ii. 6 — 8). God was shewed 
in flesh, justified in spirit, seen of angels, preached to the 
Ge7itiles, believed on in the world, and received up inglory 
(1 Tim. iii. 16). Also in another place, There is one God, 
and one Mediator between God and man, even the man 
Jesus Christ [1 Tim. ii. 5]. These be plain places for the 
proof and declaration of both natures, united and knit 
toother in one Christ. 

Xet us diligently consider and weigh the works that he 
did whilst he lived on earth, and we shall thereby also 
perceive the self-same thing to be most true. In that he 
did hunger and thirst, eat and drink, sleep and wake ; in 
that he preached his gospel to the people; in that he 
wept and sorrowed for Jerusalem ; in that ha paid tribute 
for himself and Peter; in that he died and suffered death; 
what other thing did he else declare, but only this, that be 
was perfect man as we are ? For which cause he is called 
in Holy Scripture sometime the Son of David, sometime 
the Son of Man, sometime the Son of Mary, sometime 
the Son of tioseph, and so forth. Now in that he forgave 
sins, in that he wrought miracles, in that he did cast out 
devils, in that he he^ed men with his only word, in that 
he knew the thoughts of men’s hearts, in that be had the 
seas at his commandment, in that he walked on the water, 
in that he rose from death to life, in that he ascended into 
heaven, and so forth ; what qther thing did he shew therein, 
but only that he was perfect God, coequal with the Father 
as touching his Deity ? Therefore he saith, The Father 
and I are all one, which is to be understood of his God- 
head [John X. 80]. For as touching his maidipod he saith, 
J%e Father is greater than I am [J ohn xiv.^58]. 

Where are now those Marcionites, that deny Christ to 
have been born in the flesh, or to have been perfect man ? 
Wherb are now those Arians, which deny Christ to have 
been perfect God, of equal substance with the Father? 
If there be any such, we may easily reprove them with 
these testimonies of God’s word, and such other. Where^ 
unto I am most sure they shall never be able to answer. 
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For the necessity of our ssLlration did require such a Me- 
diator and Saviour, as under one person should be a par- 
taker of both natures : it was requisite he should be man, 
it was also requisite he should be God. For as the trans- 
gression came by man, so was it meet the satisfactior 
should be made by man [Rom. v. 19 ; 1 Cor. xv, 21]. 
And because deaths according to St. Paul [Rom. vi. 23], 
is the just stipend and reward of sin, therefore to appease 
the wrath of God, and to satisiy his justice, it was expe- 
dient that our Mediator should be such a one, as might 
take upon him the sins of mankind and sustain the mie 
punishment thereof, namely death. Moreover, he came 
in flesh, and in the self-same flesh ascended into heaven, 
to declare and testify unto us, that all faithful, people 
which stedfastly believe in him shall likewise come unto 
the same mansion-place, whereunto he, being our chief 
Captain, is gone before. Last of all, he became man, 
that we thereby might receive the greater comfort, as well 
in our prayers, as also in our adversity, considering with 
ourselves, that we have a Mediator that is true roan as we 
are, who also is touched vMh our infirmities, and was 
tempted even in like sort as we are [Heb. iv. 15]. For 
these and sundry other causes, it was most needful he 
should come, as he did, in the flesh. 

But because no creature, in that he is only a creature, 
hath or may have power to destroy death, and give lifej to 
overcome hell, and purchase heaven ; to remit sins, and 
give righteousness ; therefore it was needful that our Mes- 
sias, whose proper duty and office that Avas, should be not 
only full and perfect man, but also full and perfect God ; 
to the intent he might more fully and perfectly make 
satisfaction for mankind, God saith, This is my^ well- 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased (Matt, iii, 17). 
By which place we Icam, that Christ appeased and 
quenched tl^ wrath of his Father, not in that he was only 
the Son of man ; but much more in that he was the Son 
of God. 

Thus ye have heard declared out of the Scriptures, that 
Jesus Christ was the true Messias and Saviour of the 
world, that he was by nature and substance perfect God 
and penfect man, and for what causes it was expedient it 
be so. Now that we may be the more mindful and 
thankful unto Ged in this behalf, let us briefly consider, 
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and call lo mind, the manifold and great benefits that we 
have received by the nativity and birth of this our Messias 
and Saviour. 

Before Christ's coming into the world, all men univer- 
sally in Adam Vere nothing else but a wicked and crooked 
generation, rotten and corrupt trees, stony ground, full of 
brambles and briers, lost sheep, prodigal sons, naughty 
and unprofitable servants, unrighteous stewards, wo.rkers 
of iniquity, the brood of adders, blind guides, sitting in 
darkness and in the shadow of death ; to be short, nothing 
else but children of perdition, and inheritors of hell fire. 
To this doth St. Paul bear witness in divers places of his 
epistles, and Christ also himself in sundry places of his 
gospel. But atler he was once come down from heaven, 
und had taken our frail nature upon him, he made all them 
that would receive him truly, and believe his word, good 
trees, and good ground^ fruitful and pleasant branches, 
children of light, citizens of lieaven, sheep of his fold, 
members of his body, heirs of his kingdom, his true 
friends and brethren, sweet and lively bread, the elect and 
cliosen people of God# For as St, Peter saith in his first 
epistle and second chapter, He bare our sim in his body 
upon the cross; hs healed tis, and made u$ whole by Ins 
stripes : and whereas before we were sheep going astray^ 
he by his coming brought vs home again to the true Shep- 
herd and Bishop of ovr souh^ making us a chosen genera’- 
tiouj a royal priesthood^ an holy nation^ a peculiar people 
of Godj in that he died for our offences^ and. ruse again 
for our justification [1 Pet. ii. 0, 24, 25 ; Rom. iv. 25]. 
St. Paul to [Titus], the third chapter [ru. 3 — 7], We were^ 
saith he, in times pasty umciseyfisobedAentydeceivedy serving 
divers lusts and pleasures^ living in hatredy envyy inali^ 
ciausnessy and so forth. Hut after the loving kindness of 
God our Saviour appeared towards manhindy not according 
to the righteovmess tlaxt we had doney but according to his 
great mercy, he saved us by the fountain of thit new birth, 
and by the renewing of the Holy Ghost, which he poured 
upon us abundantly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
that tve, being once justified by his grace, should be heirs of 
eternal life, through fume and faith in his blood. 

In these and such otner places is set out before our eyes, 
as it were in a glass, the abundant grace of God received 
in Christ Jesus, which is so much the more wonderful, 
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because it came not of any desert of ours, but of bis mere 
and tender mercy, even then when we were his extreme 
enemies. But, for the better understanding and considera- 
tion of this thing, let us behold the end of his coming, so 
shall we perceive what great commodity’and profit his 
nativity hath brought unto us miserable and sinful crea- 
tures. The end of his coming was, to save and deliver his 
people (Matt. i. 21), to fulfil the law for tis (Matt. v. 17), 
to hear witness unto the truth ( J ohn xviii. 37), to teach 
and preach the words of his Father (Luke iv. 18, 19, 43), 
to give light unto the world (John viii. 12), to call sinners 
to repentance* (Matt. ix. 13), to refresh them that labour 
and he J^eavy laden (Matt. xi. 28), to cast out the prince of 
this world (John xii. 31), to reconcile us in the body of his 
fesh (Coloss, i* 21, 22), to dissolve the works of the devUy 
(Heb. X. 12 — 14; [1 John. iii. 8] ) ; last of all, to become 
a propitiation for our sins^ ana nx>t for ours only, hut 
also for the sins of the whole world (Rom. iii. 25 ; 
[I John. ii. 2! ). 

These were the chief ends wherefore Christ became 
man, not for any profit that should come to himself 
thereby, but only for our sakes, that we might understand 
the will of God, be partakers of his heavenly light, be 
delivered out of the devil’s claws, released from the 
burden of sin, justified through fidth in his blood, and 
finally received up into everlasting glory, there to reim 
with him for ever. Was not this a great and singular 
love of Christ towards mankind, that, being the express 
and lively image of God, he would notwithstanding 
humble himself, and take upon him the form of a servant 
and that only to save and redeem u$ ? O how much are 
we bound to the goodness of God in this behalf! How 
many thanks and praises do we owe unto him for this our 
salvation, wrought by his dear and only Son Christ ! who 
became a pilgrim on earth, to make us citizens in heaven ; 
who became the Son of man, to make us the sons of God; 
who became obedient to the law, to deliver us from the 
curse of the law ; who became poor, to make us rich ; 
vile, to make us precious ; subject to death, to make us 
live for ever. What greater love could we silly creatures 
desire or wish to have at God’s hands ? 

Therefore dearly beloved, let us not forget this exceeding 
' love of our l^ord and Saviour, let us not shew ourselves 
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unmindful or unthankful toward him ; but let us love him, 
fear him, obey him, and serve him. Let us confess him 
with our mouths, praise him with our tongueS;^ believe on 
him with our hearts, and glorify him with our good works. 
Christ is the light, let us receive the light. Christ is the 
truth, let us believe the truth. Christ is the way, let us 
follow the way. And because he is our only master, our 
only teacher, our only Shepherd and chief Captain : 
therefore let us become his servants, his 8cho]ai*s, his 
sheep, and his soldiers. As for sin, the flesh, the world, 
and the devil, whose servants and bond slaves we were 
^ before Christy’s coming, let us utterly cast them off, and 
defy them, as the chief and only enemies of our soul. 
And seeing we are once delivered from their cruel tyranny 
by Christ, let us never fall into their hands again, lest we 
chance to be in a worse case than ever we were before. 
Sapw^ are ih^y^ saitli the Scripture, that continue to the 
end [Matt. x. 22 ; xxiv. 13]. saith God, until 

death f and 1 will give thee a crown of life [Rev. ii. 10]. 
Again, he saith in another place, JB[e thatputteth hie hand 
unto the plough^ and looketh back, is not meet for the 
kingdom of Qod [Luke ix. 62]. Therefore let us be strong^ 
stedfast, and unmoveable, abounding always in the works 
of the hard [1 Cor. xv. 58]. Let us receive Christ, not 
mr a time, but for ever ; let us believe his word, not for a 
time, but for ever ; let us become his servants, not for a 
time, but for ever ; in consideration that he hath redeemed 
and saved us, not for a time, but for ever ; and wilLreceive 
us into his heavenly kingdom, there to reign with him, not 
for a time, but for ever. To him therefore with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honour, praise, and glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen^ 
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\N HOMILY FOR GOOD FRIDAY, CON- 
CERNING THE DEATH AND PASSION 
OF ODR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST* 


It should not become us, well-beloved in Christ, being 
that people which be redeemed from the devil, from sin 
and death, and from everlasting damnation, by Christ, to 
suifer this time to pass forth without any meditation and 
remembrance of that excellent work of our redemption, 
wrought as about this lime, through the gre^it mercy and < 
charity of our Saviour Jesus Christ, for us Wretched sin- 
ners, and his mortal enemies. For if a mortal man’s deed, 
done to the behoof of the commonwealth, be had in remem- 
brance of us, with thanks for the benefit and profit which 
we receive thereby ; how much more readily should we 
have in memory this excellent act and benefit of Christ’s 
death ! whereby he hath purchased for us the undoubted 
pardon and forgiveness of oar sins, whereby he made at 
one the Father of heaven with us, in such wise, that he 
taketh us now for his loving children, and for the true 
inheritors, with Christ his natural Son, of the kingdom of 
heaven. And verily so much more doth Christ’s kindness 
appear unto us, in that it pleased him to deliver himself 
of all his goodly honour, which he was equally in with 
his Father in heaven, and to come down into this vale of 
misery, to be made mortal man, and to be in the state of a 
most low servant, serving us for our wealth and profit 
(Phil* ii. 6—8) ; us, I say, which were his sworn enemies, 
which had renounced his holy law and commandments, 
and followed the lusts and sinful pleasures of our corrupt 
nature. And yet, I say, did Christ put himself between 
God’s deserved wrath and our sin, and rent that obligation, 
wherein we were in danger to God, and paid our debt 
(Col. ii. 14). Our debt was a great deal too great for us to 
have paid. And without payment, God the Father could 
never be at one with us. Neither was it possible to be 
loosed from this debt by our own ability. It pleased him 
therefore to be the payer thereof, and to discharge us quiet. 

Who can now consider the grievous debt of sin, which 
could none othm'wise be paid, but by the death of an inno^ 
ccsit, and will not hate sin in his heart t If God hateth 
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Bin so much, that lie would allow neither man nor angel 
for the redemption thereof, but only the death of his only 
and well-beloved Son, who will not stand in fear thereof? 
If we, my friends, consider this, that for our sins this most 
innocent Lamb was driven to death, we shall have much 
more cause to bewail ourselves that we were the cause of his 
death, than to cry out of the malice and cruelty of the Jews, 
which pursued him to his death. We did the deeds where- 
fore he was thus stricken and wounded ; they were only 
the ministers of our wickedness. It is meet then we should 
step low down into our h^rts, and bewail our own wretch- 
edness and sinful livings Let us know for a certainty, 
that, if the most dearly beloved Son of God was thus 
punished and stricken for the sin which he had not done 
himself ; how much more ought we sore to be stricken 
for our daily and manifold sins which we commit against 
God, if we earnestly repent us not, and be not sorry for 
them ? No man can love sin, wltich God hateth so much, 
and be in his favour. No man can say that he loveth 
Christ truly, and have his great enemy (sin, 1 mean, the 
author of his death) familiar and in friendship with him. 
much do we love God and Christ, as we hate sin. 

We ought therefore to take great heed, that we be not 
favourers thereof, lest we be found enemies to God, and 
traitors to Christ. For not oply they, which nailed Christ 
upon the cross, are his tormentors and crucifiers ; but 
all they, saith St. Paul, crucify again the Son of Ood^ 
as much as is in them, who do commit vice and sin, which 
brought him to his death (Heb. vi. 6). If the mages of 
sin he deaths and death everlasting, surely it is no small 
danger to be in service thereof (Rom. vi. 23). If we live 
after the fleshy and after the sinful lusts thereof, St. Paul 
threafeneth, yea, Almighty God in St. Paul threatenetb, 
that we shall surely die (Rom. viii. 13). We can none 
otherwise live to God, but by dying to sin. If Christ he 
in usy then is sin dead in us: and if the Spirit of Qod he 
in which raised Christ from ^ath to life, so shall the 
same Spirit raise us to the resurrection of everlasting life 
( Rom. viii. 10, 1 1). But if sin rule and reign in us, theiS is 
God, which is the fountain of all grace and virtue, departed 
from us ; theii hath the devil and his ungracious spirit 
rule and dominion in us. And surely if in such miserable 
state we d ie, we shall not rise to life but fall down to death 
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and damnation, and that without end. For Christ hath not 
Christ hath not so redeemed us from sin, that 
we may safely return thereto again : but he ve should live 
hath r^eemed us, that we should forsake the ^ 
motions thereof, and live to righteousness. Yea, we be 
therefore washed in our baptism from the filthiness of sin, 
that we should live afterward in the pureness of life. In 
baptism we promised to renounce the devil and his sug- 
gestions, we promised to be (as obedient children) always 
allowing God’s will and pleasure. Then if he be our Father 
indeed, let us give him his due honour. If we be his chil- 
dren, let us shew him our obedience, like as Christ openly 
declared his obedience to his Father, which, as St. Paul 
writeth, teas obedient even to the very deaths the death of 
the cross (Phil. ii. 8). And this be did for us all that 
believe in him. For himself he was not punished, for he 
was pure and undefiled of all manner of sin. He was 
woundedj saith Isaiah, jfcr our wichednesSy and striped for 
our sins: he suffered the penalty of them himself, to 
deliver us from danger: He bare, saith Isaiah, all our 
sores and infirmities upon his men hack (Isa. liii. 4, d). 
No pain did he refuse to sufter in his own body, 
that he might deliver %b ftom pain everlasting. His plea- 
sure it was thus to do for us ; we deserved it not. 

Wherefore the more we ^e ourselves bound unto him, 
the more he ought to be thanked of us, yea, and the more 
hope may we take, that we shall receive all other good 
things of his hand, in that we have received the gift of his 
only Son,^ through his liberality. Par if God, saith St 
Paul, hath not spared his own Son from pain and pv^ 
nishmmt, but delivered him for us all unto the death; 
how should he not give us all other thirds with him 
(Rom. viii* 32) ? If we want any thing, either for body 
or soul, we may lawfully and boldly approach to God as 
to our merciful Father, to ask that we desire, and we shall 
obtain it. For such power is given to us, to be the children 
of God, so many as believe in Christ’s name (John i. 12). 
In his name whatsoever we ash, we shall have it granted 
vs. For BO well pleased is the Father, Almighty God, 
vHth Christ his Son, that for his sake he iavoureth us, and 
will deny us nothing (Matt xxu 22). So pleasant was 
lhii,)fB(!rifice and oblation of his Son’s death, which he so 
dhe£ently and innocently suffered, |hat he would take it 

no 



Ji Sermon of the Passion. 

for tlie onl;^ and full amends for all the sins of the world. 
And such favour did he purchase by his death, of his hea- 
venly Father for us, tlxat, for the merit thereof (if we be true 
Christians indeed, and not in word only) we be now fully 
in God’s grace again, and clearly discharged from our sin. 

No tongue surely is able to express the worthiness of 
tliis so precious a death. For in this standeth the con- 
tinual pardon of our daily offences, in this resteth our jus- 
tification, in this we be allowed, in this is purchased the 
everlasting health of all our souls. Yea, there is none other 
thing tJiat can be named under heaven to save our souls, 
but this only work of Christ’s precious offering of his 
body j^pon the altar of the cross (Acts iv. 12). Certes 
there cito be no work of any mortsd man, be he never so 
holy, that shall be coupled in merits with Christ’s most 
holy act. For no doubt, all our thoughts and deeds were 
of no value, if they were not allowed in the merits of 
Christ’s death. All our righteousness is far unperfect, if 
it be compared with Christ’s righteousness. For in his acts 
and deeds there was ho spot of sin, or of any unperfect- 
ness. And for this cause they were the more able to be 
Oar do«ds be amends of our unrighteousness, where 

fwi of imper. our acts and deeds be full of imperfection and 
infirmities, and therefore nothing worthy of 
themselves to stir God to any favour, much less to chal- 
lenge that glory that is due to Christ’s act and merit ; 
JFor not to us, saith David, not to us, hut to thy name, give 
the glory, O Lord (Ps. cxv. 1.) 

Let us therefore^ good friends, with all reverence glo- 
rify his name, let us magnify and praise him for ever. 
For he hath dealt with us at wording to his great mercy ; 
by himself hath he pucebased our redemption. He 
thought it not enough to spare himself, and to send his 
ang^ to do this deed ; but he would do it himself, that he 
might do it the better, and make it the more perfect re- 
demption (Heb. ii. 16). He was nothing moved with the 
intolerable pains that he suffered in the whole course of 
his long passion, to repent him thus to do good to his 
enemies : but he opened his heart for us, and bestowed 
himself wholly for the ransoming of us. Let us therefore 
now open our hearts again to bun, and study in our lives 
to be thankful to such a Lord, and evermore to be^nindful 
of so great a benefit : yea, let us take up our cross with 
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Christ, and follow him. His passion is not only the ransom 
and whole amends for our sin, but it is also a most ])erfect 
example of all patience and sufferance. For if it behoved 
Christ thus to suffer (Acts xvii. 3), and to enter into the 
glory of his Father; how should it not become us to bear 
patiently our small crosses of adversity, and the troubles 
of this world? For surely ^ as saith St. Peter, Christ 
therefore suffered^ to have us an example to follow his 
steps (1 Pet. ii. 21). And we suffer with him, we shall 
he sure also to reign with him in heaven (2 Tim. ii. 12). 
Not that the sufferance of this transitory life should be 
worthy of that glory to come (Rom. viii. 18) ; but gladly 
should we be contented to suner, to be like Christen our 
life, that so by our works we may glorify our Fatlwr which 
is in heaven (Matt. v. 16) And as it is painful and 
grievous to bear the cross of Christ in the griefs and dis- 
pleasures of this life; so it bringeth forth the joyful 
fruit of hope in all them that be exercised therewith 
(Heb. xii. 11). Let us not so much behold the pain, 
as the reward that shall follow that labour (James i. 12). 
Nay, let us rather endeavour ourselves in our sufferance to 
endure innocently and guiltless, as our Saviour Christ did. 
For if we suffer for our deservings, then hath not 
patience his perfect work in us; but if undeservedly we 
suffer loss of goods and life, if we suffer to The patience of 
be evil spoken of for the love of Christ, this is 
thankful before God ; for so did Christ suffer. He never did 
sin, neither was any guile found in his mouth. Yea, when 
he was reviled with taunts, he reviled not again ; wimi he 
teas wrongfully dealt with, he threatened not again, nor 
ryvenged his quarrd, hut delivered his cause to him that 
judgeth rightly (1 Pet ii. 20, 23). Perfect perfect 

patience careth not what nor how much it tienoe. 
suifereth, nor of whom it suffereth, whether of friend 
or foe; but studieth to suffer innocently, and without 
deserving. Yea, he, in whom perfect charity is, careth so 
little to revenge, that he rather studieth to do good for 
evU, to hless and say w^ell of them that curse him, to pray 
for them, that pursue him ( Matt* v. 44), according to the 
t'xamplc of our Saviour Christ, who is the most The luechneM 
norf^t example and pattern of all meekness of Christ, 
and, sufferance, which hanging upon his cross, in most 
fervent anguish, bleeding m eveiy' part of his blessed 
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body^ being set in the midst of his enemies end cnicifiers f 
and he^ notwithstanding the intolerable pains which they 
saw him in, being of them mocked and scorned despite- 
fully without all iarour and compassion, had y^ towards 
them such compassion in heart, that he prayed to his 
Father of heaven for them, and said, O Fatliery forgive 
them : for they wot not what they do (Luke xiciii. 34), 
What patience was it also which he shewed, when one of 
his own apostles and servants, which was put in trust of 
him, came to betray him unto his enemies to the death ! 
He said nothing worse to him, but, Friendy wherefore art 
thou come (Matt xxvi. 50) ? Thus, good people, should we 
call to mind the great examples of cb^ity which Christ 
shewed in his passion, if we will fruitfully remember his 
passion. Such charity and love should we bear one to 
another, if we will be the true servants of Christ. For 
if we love hut them which love and say well by usy what 
great thing is it that we do ? saith Christ 2>o not the 
Paynims and open sinners so7 We must be more perfect 
in our charity than thus, even as our Father in heaven is 
perfect, which maketk the light of his sun to rise upon the 
good and the bad, and sendetk his rain upon the kind and 
unkind (Matt. v. 45 — 48). After this manner should 
we shew our charity indifferently, as well to one as to 
another, as well to friend as foe, like obedient children, 
after the example of our Father in heaven. For if 
Christ was obedient to his Father even to the death, and 
that the most shameful death (as the Jews esteemed it), 
the death of the cross ; whv should we not be obedient to 
God in lower points of cKarity and patience? Let us 
forgive then our neighbours their small faults, as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven us our great [Eph. iv. 32]. 

It is not meet that we should crave forgiveness of our 
gipeat offences at God’s hands, and yet will not forgive the 
small trespasses of our nei^bours against us. ^We do 
call for mercy in vain, if we will not shew mercy to our 
neighbours (Matt, xviii. 35). For if we will not put wrath 
and displeasure forth of our hearts to t»ur Christian 
brother, no more will God forgive the displeasure and 
wrath that our sins have deserved before him. For under 
this condition doth God forgive us, if we forgive other. 
It becometh not Christian men to be hard one to another, 
nor yet to think their neighbour unworthy to be forgiven, 
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For howsoever unworthy he is, yet is Christ worthy to 
have thee do thus much for his sake ; be hath deserve it 
of thee, that thou shouldest forgive thy neighbour. And 
God is a]^ to be obeyed, which commandeth us to for^ve, 
if we will have any part of the pardon which our Saviour 
Christ purchased once of God the Father, by shedding of 
his precious blood. Nothing becometh Christ's servants 
so much as mercy and compassion. Let us then be 
favourable one to another, ana pray we one for another, 
that we may be healed from all frailties of our life, the 
less to offend one the other ; and that we may be of one 
mind and one spirit, agreeing together in brotherly love 
and concord, even like the £ar children of God ( J ames 
V. 16 ; Eph, V, 1, 2). By these means shall we move 
God to be merciful unto our sins ; yea, and we shall be 
hereby the more ready to receive our Saviour and Maker 
in bis blessed sacrament, to our everlasting comfort and 
health of soul. Christ delighteth to enter and dwell in 
that soul where love and charity ruleth, and where peace 
and concord is seen. For thus writeth St. J ohn, God is 
charity ; he that dbideth in charity^ ahideth in Qody and 
God in him (1 John iv. 16). And by this, saith he, we 
shaU know that we he of God, if we lone our brethren. 
Yea, and by this shall we know that we he delivered from 
death to life, if we love one another, JBut he which hateth 
his brother, saith the same apostle, ahideth in death 
(1 John iii. 14 ; 1 John ii. 11), even in the danger of 
everlasting death, and is moreover the child of damnation 
and of the devil, cursed of God, and hated (so long as he 
so remaineth) of God and all his heavenly company. 
For, as peace and charity make us the blessed children of 
Almighty God, so doth hatred and envy make us the 
cursed children of the devil. 

God give us all grace, to follow Christ's example^fin 
peace qpd in charity, in patience and sufferance, that we 
now may have him our guest to enter and dwell within 
us, so as we may be in full surety, having such a pledge 
of our salvation. If we have him and his favour, we may 
be sure that we have the favour of God by his means. For 
he sitteth on the right hand of God his Father, as our 
proctor and attorney, pleading and suing for us in all our 
IDSeds and necessities (Rom. viii. 34). Wherefore, if we 
any gift of gocUy wisdom, we may ask it of God for 
Chfist’s soke, and we shall have it. Let us consider and 
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examine ourselves^ in what want we be concerning this 
virtue of charity and patience. If we see that our hearts 
be nothing inclined thereunto, in forgiving them that have 
offended against us, then let us acknowledge our want, 
and wish of Gfod to have it. But if we want it, and see 
in ourselves no desire thereunto, verily we be in a dan- 
gerous case before God, and have need to make much# 
earnest prayer to God, that we may have such an heart 
changed, to the ^fting in of a new. For unless we 
forgive other, we shall never be forgiven of God. No, not 
all the prayers and good works of other can pacify God 
unto us, unless we be at peace, and at one with our neigh- 
bour. Nor all our deeds and good works can move God 
to forgive us our debts to him, except we forgive to other. 
He setteth more by mercy than,. by sacrifice. Mercy 
moved our Saviour Christ to suffer for his enemies: it 
b^comcth us then to follow his example. For it shall 
Kttle avail us to have in meditation the fruits and price of 
his passion, to magnify them, and to delight or trust in 
them, except we have in mind his examples in passion to 
follow them. If we thus therefore consider Christ's death, 
and will stick thereto with fast faith for the merit and 
deserving thereof, and will also frame ourselves in such wise 
to bestow ourselves, and all that we have by charity, to the 
behoof of our neighbour, as Christ spent himself wholly 
for our profit, then do we truly remember Christ’s death : 
and being thus follourers of Christ’s steps, we shall be sure 
to follow him thither, where he sitteth now with tHb Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghost, to whom be all honour and 
glory. Amen . , ^ ^ 
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THE SECOND HOMILY 

C037CERNIKG THB 

DEATH AND PASSION OF OUR SAVIOUR 
CHRIST. 


That we may the better conceive the great mercy and 
goodness of our Saviour Christ, in suffering death univer- 
sally for all men, it behoveth us to descend into the bottom 
of our conscience, and deeply to consider the first and 
principal cause wherefore he was compelled so to do. 
When our great grandfather Adam had broken God's 
commandment, in eating the apple forbidden him in para- 
dise, at the motion and suggestion of his wife, he purchase^} 
thereby, not only to himself, but also to his posterity for 
ever, the just wrath and indignation of God, who, accord- 
ing to his former sentence pronounced at the giving of the 
commandment, condemned both him and all his to evei- 
lasting death, both of body and soul (Gen. iii. 6, 17 — 19). 
For it was said unto him, Tkou skalt eat freely of eoerij 
tree in the garden ; hut as touching ike tree of knowledge 
of good and illy thou skalt in no wise eat (fit; for, in 
what hour soever thou eatest thereof thou skalt die the 
death (Gen. ii. 16, 17). Now as the Lord had spoken, 
so it Same to pass. Adam took upon him to eat thereof, 
and in so doing he died the death, that is to say, he became 
mortal, he lost the favour of God, he was cast out of 
paradise, he w'as no longer a citiaen of heaven, but a fire- 
brand of hell, and a bdhd-slave to the devil. To this doth 
our Saviour bear witness in the gospel, calling us lost sheep^ 
which have gone astray y and wandered from the true 8h>ep* 
herd of our souls (Luke xv. 4; [1 Pet. ii. 25]). To this 
also doth St. Paul bear witness, saying, that by the offence 
of only Adaruy death came upon aU men io condemnation 
(Rom. V. 18). So that now neither he, nor any of us, had 
any right or interest at all in the kingdom of heaven, but 
were become plain reprobates and castaways, being per- 
petually damned to the everlasting pains of hell-fire. 

In this so great misery and wretchedness, if mankind 
csould have recovered himself again, and obtained forgive- 
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ness at God’s hands, then had his case been somewhat 
tolerable; because he might have attempted some yr^y 
how to deliver himself from eternal death. But there was 
no way left unto him ; he could do nothing that might 
pacify God’s wrath, he was altogether unprofitable in that 
behalf. There teas none that did good^ no not me 
[Peal. xiv. 3]. And how then could he work his own 
salvation ? Should he go about to pacify God’s heavy 
displeasure by offering up burnt-sacrifices, according as it 
was ordained in the old law, by offering up the blood of 
o|en, the blood of calves, the blood of goats, thi blood of 
lambs, and so forth ? O these things were of no force nor 
strength to take away sins, they could not put away the 
anger of God, they could not cool the heat of his wrath, 
nor yet bring mankind into favour again ; they were but 
only figures and shadows of things to come, and nothing 
else (Heb. ix. 12, 13, 23, 24). Read the epistle to the 
Hebrews (x. 1 &c.), there shall you find this matter largely 
discussed, there shall you learn in most plain words, that 
the bloody sacrifice of the old law was unperfect, and not 
able to deliver man from the state of damnation by any 
means; so that mankind, in trusting thereunto, should 
trust to a broken staff, and in the end deceive himself. 
What should he then do? Should he go about to ob- 
serve and keep the law of God divided into two ^bles, 
and so purchase to himself ^i^temal life? Indeed, if Adam 
and his posterity had been able to satisfv and fulfil the 
law perfectly, in loving God above all tilings, and their 
neighbour as themselves, then should they have easily 
quenched the Lord’s wrath, and escaped the terrible sen- 
tence of eternal death prone unced against them by the 
mouth of Almighty God. ^or it is written (Luke x. 28), 
Do tkusy and thou $haU live ; ^hat is to say, fulfil my 
commandments, keep thyself upright and perfect in them 
according to my will, then shalt thou live, and not die. 
Here is eternal life promised with this condition, so that 
they keep and observe the law. But such was the fhiilty 
of mankind after his fall, such was his weakness and 
imbecility, that he could not walk uprightly in God’s 
commandments, though he would never so min ; but daily 
and hourly fell from his bounden duty, offending the Lord 
his God divers ways, to the great increase of his con- 
demnation ; insomuch that the prophet David crieth out 
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on this wise, All ham gone astray ^ all are become un- 
projitahley there is none that doeth goody no not one 
(Psalm xiv. 3). In this case, what profit could he have 
by the law? None at all. For, as St. James saith, Me 
uuLt shall observe the whole law, and yet faiUth in one 
pointy is become guilty of aU (James ii. 10). And in the 
book of Deuteronomy it is written, Cursed he hCy saith 
God, which abideth not in all things that are written in 
the hook of the laWy to do them (Deut. xxvii. 26 ; [Gal. 
iii, 10]). 

Beholfl, the law bringeth a curse with it, and mak^h 
US guilty, not because it is of itself naught or unholy, 
(God forbid we should so think) but because the frailty 
of our sinful fiesh is such, that wo can never fulfil it, ac- 
cording to the perfection that the Lord requireth. Could 
Adam then, think you, hope or trust to be saved by the 
law ? No, he could not. But the more he looked on the 
law, the more he saw his own damnation set before his 
eyes, as it were in a most clear glass. So that now of 
himself he was most wretched and miserable, destitute of 
all hope, and never able to nacify God’s heavy displeasure, 
nor yet to escape the terrible jud^nent of God, whereinto 
he and all his posterity were fmlen, W disobeying the 
strait commandment of the Lord their God. But O the 
abundant riches of God’s great mercy ! O the unspeak- 
able goodness of his heavenly wisdom (Rom. xi. 83) ! 
When all hope of righteousness was past on our part, 
when we had notlilng in ourselves, whereby we might 
quench his burning wrath, and work the salvation of our 
own souls, and rise out of the miserable estate wherein we 
lay ; then, even then, did Christ the Son of God, by the 
appointment of his Father, come down from heaven, to be 
wounded for our sakee, to be reputed with the wicked, to 
be condemned unto death, to take upon him the reward 
of our sins, and to give his body to be broken on the cross 
for our ofiences. Me (saith the prophet Isaiah, meaning 
Christ) hath borne our injirmitiesy and hath carried our 
sorrows ; the chastisement of out peace was upon him, and 
by his stripes are we made whole (Isa. liii. 4, 0L St. Paul 
likewise saith^ Ood made him a sacrifice for our sins, 
whiqh knew not sin, that we should be made the righteous^ 
nm qf God by him (2 Cor. t. 21). And St. Peter most 
agreeably writing in this behalf, saith, Christ hath once 
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died and suffered^ our smsy the just for the unjusty &c. 
(1 Petiii. 18). To these might be added an infinite 
number of other places to the same efieot : but these few 
shall be sufficient for this time* 

Now then (os it was said at the beginning) let us pon- 
der and wei^i the cause of his deaths that thereby we 
may be the more moved to glorify him in our whole life. 
Which if you will have comprehended briefly in one 
word, it was nothing else on our part but only the trans- 
gression and sin of mankind. When the angel came to 
warn Joseph that he should not fear to take Mary to his 
wife, did he not therefore will the child’s name to be 
called Jesus, because he should save his people from their 
mis (Matt. i. 20, 21) ? When John the Baptist preached 
Christ, and shewed him to the p^ple with nis finger, did 
he not plainly say unto them, behold the Lamb of Ood, 
which taketh away the sins of JJke world (John i. 29) ? 
When the woman of Canaan besought Christ to help her 
daughter, which was possessed with a devil, did he not 
openly confess that he was sent to save the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel, by giving his life for their sins 
(Matt, XV. 24) ? 

It was sin then, O man, even thy sin, tliat caused 
Christ, the only Son of God, to be crucified in the flesh, 
and to suffer the most vile and slanderous death of the 
cross. If thou hadst kept thyself upright, if thou hadst 
observed the commandments, if thou hadst not presumed 
to transgress the will of God in thy first father Adam, 
then Christ, being in form of God, needed not to have 
taken upon him the shape of a servant ; being immortal 
in heaven, he needed not tc become mortal on earthy 
being the true bread of the soul, he needed not to hunger; 
being the healthful water of life, be needed not to thirst ; 
being life itself, he needed, not to have suffered death 
(Rom. V. 12, 18, 19). But to these and many other sucli 
extremities was he driven by thy sin, which was so mani- 
fold and great, that God could be only pleased in him, 
and none other. Canst thou think of this, O sinful man, 
and not tremble within thyself? Canst thou hear it 
quietly, wiAout remorse of conscience,^ and sorrow of 
heart? Did Christ suffer his passion for thee, and wilt 
thou shew no compassion towards, him ? While Christ 
was yet hanging on the cross, and yielding ap the ghost, 
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the Scripture vritnesseth that the veil of the temple did rent 
in twaitiy and the earth did quakoy that the stones clave 
aeundery that the graves did open, arbd the dead bodies 
rise (Matt, xxvii. 51, 52) ; and shall the heart of man be 
nothing moved to remember how grievously and cruelly 
he was handled of the Jews for our sins? Shall man shew 
himself to be more hard-hearted than stones, to have less 
compassion than dead bodies ? Call to mind, O sinful 
creature, and set before thine eyes Christ crucified. Think 
thou seest his body stretched out in length upon the cross, 
his head crowned with sharp thorns, and his hands and 
bifi feet pierced with nails, his heart opened with a long 
spear, his flesh rent and torn with whips, his brows 
sweating water and blood. Think thou hearest him now 
crying in an intolerable a^ony to his Father, and saying. 
My &od, my Ood, why hast thou forsaken me ? Couldst 
thou behold this woful sight, or hear this mournful voice, 
%vithout tears, considering that he suflered all this, not for 
any desert of his own, but only for the grievousness of thy 
sins ? Q that mankind should put the everlasting Son of 
God to such pains I O that we should be the occasion of 
liis deatli, and the only cause of his condemnation ! May 
we not justly cry, Woe worth the time that ever we sinned ? 
O my brethren, let this image of Christ crucified be always 
printed in our hearts j let it stir us up to the hatred of sin, 
and provoke our minds to the earnest love of Almighty God. 
For why? Is not sin, think you, a grievous thing in his 
sight; seeing, for the transgressing of God’s precept in eating 
of one apple, he condemned all the world to perpetual death, 
and would not be pacified, but only with the blood of his 
own Son ? True, yea most true is that saying of David, 
ThoUy O Lordy hatest all them that work iniquity y neither 
shall the wicked and evil man dwell with thee (Ps. v. 4, 5). 
By the mouth of his holy prophbt Isaiah, he crieth mainly 
out against sinners, and saith, Woe he unto you that draw 
iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with cart-- 
ropei (Isa. v. 18).^ 

Did not God give a plain token how greatly he hated 
and abhorred sin, when he drowned all the world, save only 
eight persons (Gen. viu 21 — ^23); when he destroyed 
Sdjch^ and Gomorrah with fire and brimstone (Gen. xix. 

i ^hen in three days’ space he killed ^tb pestilence 
^t^aescore and ten thousand for David’s offence (2 Sam. 

^20, [xxv] 



A Second Sermon of the Passion. 

XXIV. 15) ; when he drowned Pharaoh and all his host in 
the Red Sea (Exod. xiv.28) ; when he turned Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king into the. form of a brute beast, creepinc 
upon all four (Dan. iv. 33) ; when he suffered Ahitophd 
and Judas to hang themselves upon the remorse of sin, 
which was so terrible to their eyes (2 Sam. xvii. 23; 
Acts i. 18; [Matt, xxvii. f5])? A thousand such ex- 
amples are to be found in Scripture, if a man would stand 
to seek them out. But what need we? This one example, 
which we have now^ in hand, is of more force, and ought 
more to move us, than all the rest. Christ being the Son 
of God, and perfect God himself, who never committed 
sin, was compelled to come down from heaven, and to 
give his body to be bruised and broken on the cross for 
our sins. Was not .this a manifest token of God's great 
wrath and displeasure towards sin, that he could be paci- 
fied by no other means, but only by the sweet and precious 
blood of his dear Son? O sin, sin, that ever thou shouldest 
drive Christ to such extj’einity ! Woe wortli the time that 
ever thou earnest into the world. 

But what bootetli it now to bewail ? Sin is come, and 
so come that it cannot be avoided. There is no man living, 
no not the justest man on the earth, but he falleth seven 
times a day, as Solomon sailh 1(Prov. xxiv. 10). And 
our Saviour Christ, although he hath delivered us from 
sin, yet not so that we shall be free from committing sin; 
but so that it shall not be imputed to our condemnation. 
He hath taken upon him the just reward of sin^ which 
was deathy and by death hath overthrown dcathy that we 
believing in him might live lor ever and not die (Rom. vi. 
23 ; [Heb. ii. 14]). Ought not this to engender extreme 
hatred of sin in us, to consider that it did violently, as it 
w'ere, pluck God out of heaven, to make him feel the 
horrors and pains of deatli ? O that we would sometimes 
consider this in the midst of our pomps and pleasures: it 
(rould bridle the outrageonsness of the flesh, it would 
abate and assuage our carnal affections, it would restrain 
our fleshly appetites, that we should not run at random as 
we commonly do. To commit sin wilfully and desperately, 
without fear of God, is nothing else but to ervefy Christ 
ane/tVf as w^are expressly taught in the epistle to the 
Hebrews (vIf6). Which thing if it were deeply printed 
in all men^s hearts, then should not sin reign everywhere 
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»o much as it doth^ to the great grief and torment of Christ 
now sitting in heaven. 

Let us therefore remember, and always bear in mind 
Christ crucified, that thereby we may be inwardly moved 
both to abhor sin throughly, and also with an earnest and 
zealous heart to love God. For this is another fruit which 
the memorial of Christ's death ought to work in us, an 
earnest and unfeigned love towards God. So God looed 
the world, saith St. Jofin, that he gave his 07 i 1 y begotten 
Son, that whosoever helieveth in him should not perish, 
hut have life everlasting (John iii. 16). If God declared 
BO great love towards us his silly creatures, how can we of 
right but love him again ? Was not this a sure pledge of 
his love, to give us his own Son from heaven ? He 
might have given an angel if he would, or some other 
creature, and yet should his love have been far above 
our deserts. Now he gave us not an angel, but his Son. 
And what Son ? His only Son, his natural Son, his well- 
beloved Son, e ven that Son whom he had made Lord and 
ruler of all things. Was not this a singular token of great 
love ? But to whom did he give him ? He gave him to 
the whole world ; that is to say, to Adam, and all that 
should come after him. O liOrd, what had Adam, or any 
other man, deserved at God's hands, that he should give 
us hie own Son ? We were all miserable persons, sinful 
persons, damnable persons, justly driven out of paradise, 
justly excluded from heaven, justly condemned to hell- 
fire : and yet (see a wonderful token of God's love) he 
gave us his omy begotten Son, us, I say, that were his 
extreme and deadly enemies that we, by virtue of his 
blood shed upon tlie cross, might be clean purged from 
our sins, and made righteous again in his sight. 

Who can choose but marvm, to hear that God should 
shew such unspeakable love towards us, that were bis 
deadly enemies ? Indeed, O mortal man, thou oughtest 
of right to marvel at it, and to acknowledge therein God's 
great goodness and mercy towards mankind, which is so 
wonderful, that no fiesh, be it never so worldly wise, may 
weU ;\i^€eive it, or express it. For, as St. Paul testifieth. 
Qm§i^tly commendeth and setteih out his love towards us, 
he sent his Son Christ to die frr us,whm we were 
^ sinners, and open enemies of hts tiame^Kom. v. 8). 
if we had in any manner of wise deserved it at his hands. 
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then had it been no marvel at all ; but there was no 
desert on our part, wherefore he should do it. Therefore 
thou sinful creature, when thou hearest that God gave his 
Son to die for the sins of the world, tliink not he did it 
for any desert or goodness that w as in thee, for thou wast 
then the bond-slave of the devil ; but fall down upon thy 
knees, and cry with the prophet David, O Lord, v^hat ix 
man, that thou art so mindful of him ; or the son of man, 
that thou so regardest him ^Psalm viii. 4) ? And seeing 
he hath so greatly loved tnee, endeavour tliyself to love 
him again, with all thy heart, untk all thy soul, and with 
all thy strength, that therein thou mayest appear not to be 
unworthy of his love [Luke x. 27]. 1 report me to thine 

own conscience, whether thou wouldest not think thy love 
ill bestowed upon him, that could not find in his heart to love 
thee again? If this be true (as it is most true) then think 
how greatly it behovetb thee in duty to love God, which 
hath so greatly loved thee, that he hath not spared his 
owm only Son from so cruel and shameful a death for thy 
sake. 

And hitherto concerning the cause of Christ's death and 
passion, which as it was on our part mostft horrible and 
grievous sin, so on the other side it was the free gift 
of God, proceeding of his mere and tender love towards 
mankind, without any merit or desert of our part. The 
Lord for his mercies’ sake grant that we never forget this 
great benefit of our salvation in Christ Jesu, but that we 
always shew ourselves thankful for it, abhorring all kind . 
of wickedness and sin, and applying our minds wholly to 
the service of God, and the diligent keeping of his com- 
mandments. 

Now it remaineth that I shew unto you, how to apply 
Christ’s death and passion to our comfort, as a medicine 
to our wounds, so that it may work the same effect in us 
wherefor it was given, namely, the health and salvation 
of our souls. For as it profiteth a man nothing to have 
salve, unless it be well applied to the pari, affect^ ; so the 
death of Christ shall "stand us in no force, unless we 
apply it to ourselves in such sort as God bath appointed. 
Almighty God commonly worketh by means, and in this 
thing he lyath also ordained a certain mean, whereby we 
may take firiiit and profit to our soul’s health. What mean 
is that ? Forsooth it is faith. Not an unconstant or waver-" 
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ing faith ; but a sure, stedfast, grounded, and unfeigned 
faith. God sent his Son into the world (saith St. John) ; 
to what end ? that whosoever helieveth in him should not 
perish, but have life everlasting (John iii. 16).. Mark 
tiioie words, that whosoever helwveth in him. Here is the 
mean whereby we must apply the fruits of Christ*s death 
unto our deadly wound. Here is the mean whereby we 
must obtain eternal life, namely, faith. For, as St. Faul 
teacbeth in his epistle to the Romans, with the heart man 
helieveth unto rtglileoumcss, ami with the mouth confession 
is 'made unto salvation (Rom. x. 10). Paul, being de- 
manded of the keeper of the prison, what he should do to 
be saved, made this answer, lielieve in the JLoi'd Jesus, so 
shah thou and thine house both he saved (Acts xvi. 30, 31). 
After the evtmgelist had described and set forth unto us 
at large the lif e and the death of the Lord Jesus, in the end‘ 
he concludeth wdtli these woi*ds, These things are written, 
that ire mag believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, 
and through faith obtain eternal life fJohn xx. 31), To 
conclude wdth ihc words of St. Paul, which are these, 
Christ is the end of the law unto salva1non,for every one 
that doth brieve (Rom. x. 4). By this then you may 
well perceive, that the only mean and instrument of 
salvation, required on our parts, is faith ; that is to say, a 
sure trust and confidence in the mercies of God ; whereby 
we persua<Ie ourselves, that God both hath, and will for- 
give our sins, that he hath ac^tepted us again into his 
favour, that he hath released us from the bonds of damna- 
tion, and received us again into the number of his elect 
])eople, not for our merits or deserts, but only and solely 
for thh merits of Christ’s death and passion, who became 
man for our sakes, and humbled himself to sustain the 
reproach of the cross, that we thereby might be saved, 
and made inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. This 
faith is required at our hands. And this if we keep sted- 
fastly in our hearts, there is no doubt but we shall obtain 
salvation at God’s hands, as did Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, of whom the Scripture saith, that they believed, 
audit was imputed unto them for righteousness (Gen. xv. 6; 
Rom. iv. 3). Was it imputed unto them only? and shall 
it not be imputed unto us also ? Yes, if we have the same 
faith as they had, it shall be as truly imputed unto us for 
righteousn^s, as it was unto them. For it is one faith 
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Uiat must save both us and them, even a sure and stedfast 
faith in Christ Jesus ; who, as ye have heard, came into 
the world for this end, that whosoever believe in him should 
not perhky hut have life everlastinff (John iii. 16). 

But here we must take heed that we do not halt with 
God through an inconstant and wavering faith, but that it 
be strong and stedfast to our lives’ end. lie that wavereth, 
saith St. James, is lihe a wave of the sea ; neither let that 
man think that he shall obtain any thing at God^s hands 
(James i. 6, 7). Peter coming to Christ upon the water, 
because ho fainted in faitli, was in danger of drowning 
(Matt. xiv. 29, 30). So we, if we begin to Avaver or doubt, 
it is to be feared lest we shall sink as Peter did ; not into 
the water, but into the bottomless pit of hell-fire. There- 
fore I say unto you, that we must apprehend the merits of 
Christ’s death and passion by faith, and that with a strong 
and stedfast faith, nothing doubting but tliat Christ, by 
his one oblation and once offering of himself upon the 
cross, hath taken away our sins, and hath restored us again 
into God’s favour, so fully and perfectly, that no other 
sacrifice for sin shall hereafter be requisite or needful in 
all the world. 

Thus have you heard in few words the mean whereby 
we must apply the fruits and merits of Christ’s death unto 
UB, 80 that it may work the salvation of oiir souls; namely, 
a sure, stedfast, perfect, and grounded faith. For as all 
they which beheld stedfastly the brazen serpent were 
healed and delivered, at the very sight thereof, from their 
corporal diseases and bodily stings ; even so all they, 
which behold Christ cnici^ed w^ith a true and lively%ith, 
shall undoubtedly be delivered from the grievous wounds 
of the soul, be they never so deadly or many in number 
(Num. xxi. 9; John iii. 14, 15). 

Therefore, dearly beloved, if we chance at any time, 
through frailty of the flesh, to fall into sin (as it cannot be 
chosen but we must needs fall often), and if we feel the 
heavy burden thereof to press our souls, tormenting us 
with the fear of death, hell, and damnation ; let us then 
use that mean T<^ich God hath appointed in his word, to 
wit, the mean of faith, which is the only instrument of 
salvation now left unto us. Let us stedfastly behold 
Christ crucified with the eyes of our heart. Let us only 
trust to be saved by his death and passion, and to have 
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our sins clean washed away through his most precious 
blood ; that in the end of the worlds when he shall come 
again to judge both the quidk and the dead, he may re- 
ceive us into his heavenly kingdom, and place us in the 
number of his elect and chosen people, there to be par- 
takers of that immortal and everlasting life, which he hath 
purchased unto us by virtue of his bloody wounds : To 
him therefore, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, be 
all honour aud glory, world without end. Amen. 
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AN HOMILY OF THE RESURRECTION OF 
OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. 


FOR EASTER- DAY. 

Ip ever at any time the greatness or excellency of any 
matter, spiritual or temporal, hath stirred up your minds 
to give diligent ear (good Christian people, and well-be- 
iov^ in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ), I doubt not 
but that I shall have you now at this present season most 
diligent and ready hearers of the matter which I have at 
this time to open unto yon. For 1 come to declare that 
great and most comfortable article of our Christian reli- 
gion and faith, the resurrection of our Lord Jesus. 

So great surely is the matter of this article, and of so 
great weight and importance, that it was thought worthy 
to keep our said Saviour still on earth forty days after he, 
was risen from death to life, to the confirmation and esta- 
blishment thereof in the hearts of his discii)les. So that 
(as Luke clearly testificth in the first chapter of the Acts 
of the Apostles [v» 3]) he was eonversant with his disciples 
by the space of forty days continually together y to the 
intent he would in his person, being now glorified, teach 
and instruct them, whicn should be the teachers of other, 
fully and in most absolute and perfect wise, the truth of 
this most Christian article, which is the ground and foun- 
dation of our whole religion, before he would ascend up 
to his Father into the heavens, there to receive the glory 
of his most triumphant co.iquest and victory. Assu'^Iy, 
so highly comfortable is this article to our consciences, 
that it is even the very lock and key of all our Christian 
religion and faith. Jf it were not trucy saith the holy 
apostle Paul, that Christ rose againy then our preaching 
were in mtUy your faith which you have received were bui 
voidy ye were yet in the danger of your sins. If Christ 
be not risen aqaiUy saith the apostle, tlicn are they in very 
evil casBy ank utterly perishedy that he entered their sleep 
in Christ ; then are we the most miserable of all men, 
which have our hope fixed in Christy if he be yet under 
the power of deathy and as yet not restored to his bliss 
again. But now is he risen again from deathy saith the 
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apostle Paul, to he the first friiiis of them that he asleep, 
to the intent to raise them to everlasting life agaiik|, 
Q. Cor. XV. 14 — 20). Yea, if it were not true that Christ 
is risen again, then were it neither true that he is ascended 
up to heaven, nor that he sent down from heaven unto us 
the Holy Ghost, nor that he sitteth on the right hand 
of his heavenly Father, having the rule of heaven 
and earth, reiffning, as the prophet saith, from sea to sea 
(Psal. Ixxii. 8) ; nor that he should after this world be 
the judge as w^ell of the living as of the dead, to give re- 
ward to the good, and judgment to the evil. 

That- these links therefore of our iaith should all hang 
together in stedfast establishment and confirmation, it 
pleased our Saviour not straightway to withdraw himself 
from the bodily presence and sight of his disciples; but 
he chose out forty days, wherein he would declare unto 
them, by manifold and most strong arguments and tokens, 
that he had conquered death, and that ))e was also truly 
risen again to life, I£e began, saith Luke (xxiv. 27), at 
Moses and all the prophets, and expounded unto them the 
prophecies that were written in all the Scriptures of him, 
to the intent to confirm the truth of ins resurrection, long 
before spoken of; which he veiificd indeed, as it is de- 
clared very apparently and manifestly, by bis oft appear- 
ance to sundry persons at simdiy limes. First, he sent his 
angels to the sepulchre, w'ho did ?hew unto certain women 
the empty gi’ave, saving that the burial linen regained 
therein. And by these signs were these women fully 
instructed that he was risen again, and so did they testify 
it openly. After this Jesus himself appeared to Mary 
Magdalene, and after that to certain other women, and 
straight afterward he appeared to Peter, then to the two 
disci y>les which were going to Einmaus, He appeared to 
the disciples also, as they were gathered together, for fear 
of the Jews, the doors shut. At another time he was seen 
at the sea of Tiberias of Peter and Thomas, and of other 
disciples, when they w'ere fishing. He was seen of more 
than five hundred brethren in the mount of Galilee, where 
Jesus appointed them to be by his angel, when he said, 
Rehold, he shall go before you, into Galilee ; there shall ye 
see him, as he hath said unto you. After this he appeared 
unto James ; and last of all he was visibly seen of all the 
apostles, at such time as he was taken up into heaven 
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A Seimon of the Jtesurrectiori. 

(Matt, xxviii. 1 — 8 ; [Mark xvi.] ; Luke xxiv ; John xx. 

^11 — 20; xxi; Acts i. 1—9; 1 Cor. xv. 5—7). Thus at 

Sundry times he shewed himself after he was risen again, 
to confirm and stablish this article. And in these revela- 
tions sometime ho shewed them lus hands, liis foot, and 
his side, and bade them touch him, that they should not 
lake him for a ghost or a spirit. Sometime he also did 
eat wdth them, but ever he was talking with them of tJie 
everlasting kingdom of God, to assure the truth of his 
resurrection. For then he opened their mulerstandimjf 
that they wight perceive the scriptureH^ and said unto 
them, 'thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to 
suffh\aud to rise from death the third day, and. that there 
should he preached openly in his mum pardon and remis- 
sion of sins to all ths nations of the world (fu\x\e xx\y, 
45 — 47). Ye see, good Christian people, how necessary 
this article of our faith is ; seeing it was proved of Clirist 
himself by such evident reasons and tokens, by so long 
time and space, Now therefore, as our Saviour w'as 
diligent for our comfort and instruction to declare it ; so 
let us be as ready in our belief to receive it to our comfort 
and instruction. As ho died not for himself, no moi*e 
did he rise again for himself. ITe was dead, saith St. 
Paul, /hr our sins, and rose again for our justification 
(1 Cor. XV. 3, 4; [liom. iv. 25]), O most comfortable 
word, evermore to be borne in remembrance ! He died 
(saithie) to put away sin, hts rose again to endow us with 
right€^isncss. His death took away sin and malediction, 
his death was the ransom of them both ; his death destroyed 
death, and overcame the d*a}il, which had the power of 
death in his subjection [Hib. ii. 14] ; his death destroyed 
hell, with all the damnation thereof. Thus is death swal- 
lowed up by Christ’s victory, thus is hell yjoiled for ever. 
If any man doubt of this victory, let Christ’s glorious 
resurrection declare him the thing. If death could not 
keep Christ under his dominion and power, but that he 
arose again, it is inanifes| that his power was overcome* 
If death be conquered, then must it follow that sin, where- 
fore death was appointed as the wages, must be also 
desti’oyed. If death and sin be vanished away, then is 
the devil’s tyranny vanquished, which had the power of 
death, and was the author and brewer of sin, and the 
ruler of hell. If Christ had the victory of them all by 
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the power of his deaths and openlj proved it by his most 
victorious and valiant resurrection (as it was not possible 
for his great might to be subdued of them), and it is true,^ 
that Christ died for our sins, and rose again for our justifi- 
cation ; why may not we, that be his members by true 
faith, rejoice, and boldly say with the prophet Hosea and 
the apostle Paul, Where U thy dart, O death ? Where 
is thy victory, O hell? Thanks he unto God, say they, 
which hath given us the victory by our Lord Christ Jesus 
[Hosea xiii. 14 ; 1 Cor- xv. 55, 57]. 

This mighty conquest of his resurrection was not only 
signified before by divers figures of the Old Testament, 
as by Samson when he slew the lion, out of whose mouth 
came sweetness and honey (Judges xiv. 5 — 8) ; and as 
David bare his figure when he delivered the lamb out of 
the lion's mouth, and when he overcame and slew the 
great giant Goliath (1 Sam. xvii. 34 — 36, 49 — 51) ; and as 
when Jonas was swallowed up of the whale's mouth, and 
cast up again on land alive (Jonah i. 17 ; ii. 10) ; but was 
also most clearly prophesied by the prophets of the Old 
Testament, and in the New also confirmed by the apo- 
stles. lie hath spoiled, saith St. Paul, rule and power, 
and all the dominion of our spiritual enemies, Lie hath 
made a shew of them openly, and hath triumphed over' 
them in Ai? oum person (Col. ii. 15). This is the mighty 
power of the Lord, whom we believe on. By his death 
hath he wrought for us this victory ; and by his r^rrcc- 
tion hath he purchased everlasting life arid righteousness 
for us. It had not been enough to be delivered by his 
<leath from sin, except by his resurrection we had been en- 
dowed with righteousness. And it should not avail us to 
be delivered from death, except he had risen again, to open 
for us the gates of heaven, to enter into life everlasting. 
And therefore St. Peter thanketh God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, for his abundant mercy, because he 
hath begotten us, saith he, unto a lively hope by the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ from death, to enjoy an inheritance 
immortal, that shall never perish, which is laid up in 
heaven for them that he kept by the power of God through 
faith {1 Pet i* 3 — 5). Thus hath his resurrection wrought 
for us life and righteousness. He passed though death 
and hell, to the intent to put us in good hope, that by his 
strength we shall do the same. He paid the ransom of 
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sin, that it should not be laid to our charge. He destroyed 
|lhe devil and all his tyranny, and openly triumphed over 
liim, and took away from him all his captives, and hath 
raised and set th^i with himself amonf) the heavenly citi~ 
zens above (Ephes. ii. 6; [Col. ii, 15]\ He died to 
destroy the rule of the devil in us ; and he rose again to 
send down his Holy Spirit to rule in our hearts, to endow 
us with perfect righteousness. Thus it is true that David 
sung, Veritas de tei'ra orta esty et justitia ds coelo pro- 
spexit (Ps. Ixxxv. 11). The truth of God’s promise is in 
earth to man declared, or from the earth is the everlasting 
£phe®.w 8 Verity, God’s Son, risen to life, and the true 
captivamduxit righteousncss of the Holy Ghost looking out of 
captivitatem. ]^pa.ven, and in most liberal largess dealt upon 
all the world. Thus is glory and praise rebounded 
upwards to God above, for his mercy and truth. And 
thus is peace come down from heaven to men of good and 

ixxxT 10 hearts ^uke ii. 14). IVuis u mercy 

Mwencordia et owd truthf as David writeth, together met ; 
iemnt pBoce and Hgliteousness embracing and 

hissing each other* 

If thou doubtest of so great wealth and felicity that is 
wrought for thee, O man, call to thy mind that therefore 
hast thou received into thine own possession the everlasting 
Verity, our Saviour Jesus Christ, to confirm to thy con- 
science the truth of all this matter. Thou hast received 
liim, if in true faith and repentance of heart thou hast 
rSceived him : if in purpose of amendment, thou hast 
received him for an everlasting gage or pledge of thy sal- 
vation. Thou hast received his body which was once 
broken, and his blood wluoh was shed for the remission of 
thy sin. Thou hast received his body, to have within 
thee the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, for to dwell 
with thee, to endow thee with grace, to strengthen thee 
against thine enemies, and to comfort thee Vith their pre- 
sence. Thou hast received his body Ito endow thee with 
everlasting righteousness, to assure thee of everlasting 
bliss, and life of thy soul. For with Christ by true faith 
art thou quickened again, saith St. Paul, from death of sin 
to life of grace, and in hope translated from corporal and 
everlasting death, to the everlasting life of glory in heaven, 
where now thy conversation should be, and thy heart and 
desire set (Ephes. ii. 1, 2, 5, 6). Doubt not of the truth 
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of this matter, how great and high soever these things be. 
It bccometh God to do no little deeds, how impossibly 
soever they seem to thee. Pray to God that thou mayest 
have faith to perceive this great mysterv of Christ's resur- 
rection j that by fliith thou mayest certainly believe nothing 
to be impossible with God (Luke xviii. 27). Only bring 
thou faith to Clirist's holy word and sacrament. Let thy 
repentance shew thy faith ; let thy purpose of amendment 
and obedience of tljy heart to God’s law hereafter declare 
thy true belief. Endeavour thyself to say with St. Paul, 
From henceforth our conversation is in heaven, from 
whenc* we look for a Saviour , &vm the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; ivhich shall rhancfe onr vile hodiesy that they may 
be fashioned like his ylorious body ; ichich he shall do by 
the same yiower whereby he rosi*> from deaths and whereby 
he shall he able to subdue all things unto hiniself 
(Phil. iii. 20, 21). 

Tfcus (good Christian people) forasmuch as ye have 
heard these so great and excellent benefits of Christ’s 
mighty and glorious resurrection, as how that he hath 
lansomcd sin, overcome the devil, death, and hell, and 
hath victoriously gotten the better hand of tlicm all, to 
make us free and safe from them ; and knowing that we 
be by this benefit of his resurrection risen with him by our 
faith unto life everlasting; being in full surety of our 
hope, that we shall have our bodies likewise raised again 
from death, to have them glorified in immortality, and 
joined to his glorious body; having in the mean whilb 
his Holy S[)irit within our hearts, as a seal and pledge of 
our everlasting inheritance : by whose assistance we be 
replenished with all righteousness, by whose power we 
shall be able to subdue all bur evil affections, rising 
against the pleasure of God : — these things, I say, well 
considered, let us now in the rest of our life declare 
our faith that, we have in this most fruitful article, by 
framing ourselves Jlhereunto, in rising daily from sin to 
righteousness and holiness of life. JFor what shall it 
avail usy saith St. Peter, to he escaped and delivered from 
the filthiness of the worlds through the knowledge of the 
I^d and Samour Jesus Christy if we he entangled again 
therewith, he overcome again ? Certainly it hud been 
better, saith he, neve^* to have known the way of righteous- 
hesx, than, after it is known and received^ to turn back 
jny ■ C»vi] 4 
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again from the holy conmiandnient of Clod given unto us, 
Par so shall the 'proverb have place in where it is 
said, Tlie dog is returned to hh vomit again, and the 
sow that was it^ied in her wallowing in the mire 
again. (2 Pet. iitto — 22 ; [Prov. xxvi. 11]). What a 
sliaine it were for us, being thus so clearly and freely 
washed from our sin, to return to the filihiness thereof 
again! What a folly wfre it, thus endowed with right- 
eousness, to lose it again ! What madness were it to lose 
the inheritance that we l>e now set in, for the vile and 
transitory pleasure of sin! And what an unkindness 
should it be, where our Saviour Christ of his mercy is 
come to us, to dwell within us as our guest, to drive him 
from us, and to hanibh him violently out of our souls, and 
instead of him, in whom is all gwi.ee and virtue, to receive 
the ungracious s]>irit of the devil, the founder of all naugh- 
tiness and mischief! How can we find in our hearts to 
shew sucJi extreme unkindness to Christ, which hath now 
so gently called us to mercy, and offered himself unto us, 
and he now entered within ns ? Yea, hbw dare we bo so 
hold to renounce the presence of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost (for where one is, there is God all whole 
in majesty, together with alibis power, wisdom, and good- 
ness), and fear not, I say, the danger and peril of so traito- 
rous a defiance and departure? 

Good Christian brethren and sisters, advise yourselves, 
consider the dignity that ye be now set in, let not folly 
lose the thing that grace hath so preciously offered and 
purchased, let not wilfulness and blindnes# put out so 
great light that is now sliowed unto you. Only take good 
hearts unto you, and put upon you all the armour of God, 
that ye may stand against your enemies, which would 
figain subdue you, and bring you into their thraldom 
(E})hes vi. 11). Remember ye he bought frouft. your vain 
conversation, and that ytrur freedom is* purchased neither 
with gold 7wr silver but with the price of the precious 
blond of that most innocent Ramh Jems CVW.st, irhich was 
ordained to tlui same purpose b(fore the world was made. 
Rut he was so declared in the latter time of grace, for 
your sokes which by kirn have your faith in God, who 
hath raised him from death, and hath given him glory, 
that you should, have your faith and hope towards God 
(1 Pet. i. 18—21). Therefore as you have hitherto fol- 
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lowed the vain lusts of your minds^ and so displeased 
God to the danger of your souls, so now, like obedient 
children thus purified by faith, give yourselves to walk 
that Hay which God moveth you to, t}^ ye may receive 
the end of your faithy the salvatmm of your souls 
(1 Pet. i. 9). And, as ye have given your bodies to un^ 
righteousnessy to sin after sin; so now give yourselves to 
righteousnessy to he sanctified therein (Rom, vi. 19). If 
yc delight in this article of our faith, that Christ is risen 
again from death to life, then follow you the example of 
liis resurrection ; as St. Paul exhorteth us, saying, As we 
he buried with Christ by our baptism info deaths so let vs 
daily die to siUy mortifying and killing the evil desires and 
motions thereof. And, as Christ was raised up from 
death by the glory of the Father y so let us rise to a new 
lifoy and walk continually thereiny that we may likewise 
as natural children live a conversation to move men to 
glor^y our Father which is in heaven (Rom. vi. 4; 
Matt V. 16). £f we then be risen with Christ by our faith 
to the hope of everlasting life, let us rise also with Chrjst, 
after his example, to a new life, and leave our old. 
We shall then be truly risen, if we seek for things that 
be heavenly, if we have our affection on things that 
he above, and not on things that be on the earth. If 
ye desire to know what these earthly things be which 
ye should put off, and what be the heavenly things above, 
that ye should seek and ensue, St. Paul in the epistle to 
the Colossians declareth, when he exhorteth us thus; 
Mortify yemr earthly memhers, and old affections of sin j 
as fornication, uncleanness, unnatural lust, evil concupi- 
scence, and covetousness, which is worshipping of idols ; 
for the which things the wrath of God is wont to fall on 
'the children of unbelief ; in which things once ye walked, 
when ye lived in them. But now put ye also away from 
you, wrath, fierceness, maliciousnessy cursed speaking, 
filthy speaking, out of your mouths. • Lie not one to ano- 
ther, that the old man with his toorks he put off, and the 
new he put on (Col, iii. 5— >10). These be the earthly 
things which St. Paul moveth you to cast from you, 
and to pluck your hearts from them: for in following 
these, ye declare yourselves earthly and worldly. Tliese 
be the fruits of the earthly Adam. These should ye daily 
kill by good diligence, in withstanding the desires of them, 
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that ye miglit rise to righteousness. Let your affectum 
from henceforth he set on heavenly things^ sue and search 
for m&t'cyj kindness^ meehiessj patience^ forbearing one 
another y and forgiving one anotficr. If any man a 
quarrel to anothei^y as Christ forgave youy even so do ye 
[CoL iii. 2, 12, 13]. If these and such other heavenly 
virtues ye ensue in the residue of your life, ye shall shew 
plainly that ye be risen with Christ, and that ye be 
the heavenly children of your Father in heaven ; from 
whom, as from the giver, cometh these graces and gifts 
([Matt. V, 45] ; J ames i. 17). Ye shall prove by this manner, 
that your conversation is in heaven, where your hope is ; 
and not on earth, following the beastly appetites of the 
flesh (Phil. iii. 20). Ye must consider that ye be therefore 
cleansed and renewed, that ye should from henceforth 
serve God in holiness and righteousness all the days of your 
lives, that ye may reign with him in everlasting life. 
(Luke i. 74, 75). If ye refuse so great grace, whereto ye be 
called, what, other thing do ye, than neap to you damna- 
tion more and more, and so provoke God to cast his dis- 
pleasure unto you, and to revenge this raockage of his 
holy sacraments in so great abusing of them ? 

Apply yourselves, good friends, to live in Christ, that 
Christ may still live in you ; whose favour and assistance 
if ye have, then have ye everlasting life already within 
yon, then can nothing hurt you (John v. 24). Whatso- 
ever is hitherto done and committed, Christ ye see hath 
offered you pardon, and clearlj'' received you to his favour 
again, in full surety whereof ye have him now inhabiting 
and dwelling within you. Only shew yourselves thankful 
in your lives, determine with yourselves to refuse and 
avoid all such things in your conversations as should 
offend his eyes of mercy (Col. iii. 5). Endeavour your- 
selves that way to rise up again, which way ye fell into 
the well or pit of sin. If by your tongue you have offended j' 
now thereby rise again, and glorify God therewith ; ac- 
custom it to laud and praise the name of God, as ye have 
therewith dishonoured it. And as ye have hurt ttie name 
of your neighbour, or otherwise hindered him, so now 

Restitution. restore it to him again. For without 

restitution God accepteth not your confession, 
nor yet your repentance. It is not enough to forsake evil, 
except you set your courage to do good. By what occa- 
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sion soever you have offended, turn now the occasion to 
tJie honouring of God, and profit of your neighbour. 

Truth it is that sin is strong, and affections unruly, 
Hai#it is to subdue and resist our nature, so cprruj)t and 
IcavOTed with the sour bitterness of the poison which 
we received by the inheritance of our old father Adam 
(PsaL xxxvi.). But yet tahe good courage^ saith our 
Saviour Christ, for I ham overcome the world, and all 
other enemies for you [John xvi. Sin sltall not have 

power over you, for ye he now under grace, saitli St. Paul 
(Rom, vi. 14). Though your power be weak, yet Christ 
is risen again to strengthen you in your battle, his Holy 
Spi'rit shafi help your infirmities (Rom. viii. 26). In 
trust of bis mercy, take you in hand to jmrge this old leaven 
of sin (1 Cor. v. 7), that corrupteth and soureth the sweet* 
ness of your life before God; that yc may be as new and 
fresh dough, void of all sour leaven of wickedness ; so 
shall ye shew' yourselves to be sweet bread to God, that 
lie may have his delight in you. I say, kill and offer you 
up the worldly and earthly affections of your bodies. For 
Christ our Easter Lamb is offered up for us, to slay the 
power of sin, to deliver ns from the danger thereof, and to 
give us an example to die to sin in our lives. As the 
Jews did eat tlieir Easter lamb, and kept their feast in 
remembrance of tlieir deliverance out of Egypt ; even so 
let us keep our Easter feast in the thankful remembrance 
of Christ’s benefits, which he hath plentifully wrought for 
us by liis resurrection and pas^dng to his Father, whereby 
we are delivered from the captivity and thraldom of all 
our. enemies. Let us, iu like manner, pass over the affec- 
tions of our old conversation, that we may be delivered 
from the bondage thereof, and rise with Christ. The 
Jews kept their feast in abstaining from leavened bread by 
the space of seven days (Exod. xii. 15). Let us Christian 
folk keep our holy-day in spiritual mariner ; that is, in 
abstaining, not from material leavened bread, but from the 
old leaven of sin, the leaven of maliciousness and wicked- 
ness. Let us cast from us the leaven of corrupt doctrine, 
that will infect our souls. Let us keep our feast the whole 
term of our life, with eating the bread of pureness of godly 
life, and truth of Christ’s doctrine. Thus shall we declare 
that Christ’s gifts and graces have their effect in us, 
and that we have the right belief and knowledge of his 
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holy resurrection : wl)cre truly, if we apply our faith to 
the virtue thereof, and in onr life conform us to the ex- 
ample and sanctification meant thereby, we shall sure 
to rise hereafter to everlasting glory, by the goodniHs and 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ: to whom, with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, be all glory, thanksgiving, 
and praise, in infinita seculorurn secula [for ever and ev(;r]* 
Amen, 
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AN HOMILY CONCERNING THE COMING 
DOWN OF THE HOLY GHOST, AND THE 
MANIFOLD GIFTS OF THE SAMK 

Fon WHITSUNDAY. 

Bbforb we come to the declaration of the great and mani* 
fold gifts of the Holy Ghost, wherewith the church of 
God hath been evermore replenished, it sliall iirst be 
needful briefly to expound unto you, whereof this feast of 
Pentecost, or Whitsuntide, had his first beginning. You 
shall therefore understand, that the feast of Pentecost was 
always kept the fiftieth day after Easter,- a great and 
solemn feast among the Jews, wherein they did celebrate 
the memorial of their deliverance out of Egypt, and also 
the memorial of the publishing of tlic lew, wdiich was given 
unto them in the mount Sinai upon that d^. It was first 
ordained and commanded to be kept hdfy, not by any 
mortal man, but by the mouth of the Lord lumself, as we 
read in Levit xxiii. [16] and Deut. xvi. [6]. The place 
appointed for the observation thereof was Jenisalemf 
where wife great recourse of people from all parts of the 
world ; as may well appear in the second chapter of t^^* 
Acts, wherein mention is made of Pai*thian'gi^^^Qp''"y 
Elamites, inhabiters of Mesopotamia, inhah’Qy^f jjjg affee- 
Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, Pam^y be delivered 
Other such places; whereby we may alfth Christ. The 
what great and royal solemnity was <^av^p Kv 

that feast, ' " 

Now, as this was given in commandment to the Jews in 
the old law, so did our Saviour Christ, as it were, confirm 
the same in the tindlis of the gosjpel; ordaining, after a 
sort, a new Pentecost for his disciples ; namely, when he 
sent down the Holy Ghost visibly in form of cloven 
tongues like fire, and gave them power to speak in such 
sort, that every one might hear them, and also understand 
them^ in his own language (Acts ii- 1 — 4). Which miracle, 
that it might be had in perpetual remembrance, the church 
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hath thought good to soleonize and keep holy this day, 
commonly called Whitsunday. 

And here is to be noted, that, as the law was ^ven to 
. the Jews in the mount Sinai, the fiftieth day after Easter; 
so was the preaching of the gospel, through the mighty 
power of the Holy Ghost, given to the apostles in the 
mount Sion, the fi&eth day after Easter. And hereof this 
feast hath Ids name, to be called Pentecost, even of the 
number of the days. For (as St. Luke writeth in the 
Acts of the Apostles) when fifty days were come to an end^ 
the disciples being all together with one accordin one place, 
the Holy Ghost came suddenly among them, and sat upon 
each of them, like as it had been cloven tongues of fire. 
Which tiling was undoubtedly done, to teach the apostles 
and all other men, that it is he which giveth eloquence and 
utterance in preaching the gospel, that it is he which openeth 
the mouth to declare the mighty works of God, that it is be 
which engondereth a burning zeal towards God’s word, and 
giveth all men a tongue, yea a fiery tongue, so that they 
may boldly and cheerfully profess the truth in the face of 
the ’whole world, as Isaiah was endued with this Spirit. 
The Lord, saith Isaiah, gave me a learned and a skilful 
tongue, so that I might know to raise up them that are 
fallen, with the word (Isaiah 1. 4). The prophet David 
<'!rieth to have this gift, saying, Open thou my lips, O Lord, 
and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise (Ps. Ji. 15). 
For our Saviour Christ also in the Gospel saith to his disci- 
' Tits not you that speak, hut the Spirit of your Father 
' Vw you (Matt. X, 20). All which testimonies 
■^ do sufficiently declare, that themysteiy 
^^;!ketieth the preaching of the gospel, and 
Christian faith, in all them that 
Holy Ghost. So that, if any man 
a dumb Christis^n, not professing his faith openly, but 
cloaking and colouring himself for fear of danger in time 
to come, he giveth men occasion, justly and with good 
conscience, to doubt lest he have not the grace of the Holy 
Ghost within him, because be is tongue-tied and doth not 
jVpeak. Thus then have ye heard the first institution of 
pis feast of Pentecost, or Whitsuntide, as well in the old 
'aw among the Jews, as also in the time of the gospel 
itmong the Christians. 

Now let us consider what the Holy Ghost is, and how 
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consequently he worketh his miraculous works towards 
mankind. The Holy Ghost is a spiritual and divine sub- 
stance, the third Person in the deity, distinct from the? 
Father and the Son, and yet proceeding from them both. 
Which thing to be true, both the creed of Athanasius 
bearcth witness, and may be also easily proved by ’mosf 
plain testimonies of God’s holy word. When Christ was 
baptized of John in the river Jordan, we read that the 
Holy Ghost came down in form of a dove, and that the 
Father thundered from heaven, saying, T^is is my dear and 
weli-heloved Son^ in whom I am well pleased (Matt. iii. 17). 
Where note three divers and distinct persons, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Gliost; which tdl notwithstanding 
are not three Gods, but one God. Likewise, when Chr^^t 
did first institute and ordain the sacrament of ba]>tism, he 
sent his disciples into the whole world, willing tliem to 
baptize all nations, in the naurn of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holtj Ghost (Matt, xxviii. 19). And in another 
place he saith, I will pray unto my Father, and he shall 
give you another Comforter ( J ohn x i v. 16). Again, When 
the Comforter shall come, vdiom I will send front my 
Father,^c. (John xv.26). These, and such otfeor places 
of the New Testament do so plainly and evidently confirm 
the distinction of the Holy Ghost from the other persons 
in the Trinity, that no man jmssibly can doubt thereof^ 
unless he will blaspheme the everlasling truth of God’s 
word. As for his proper nature and substance, it is alto- 
gether one with God the Father, and God the 
that IS to say, spiritual, eternal, uncreated, ifjpomprehen- 
sible, almighty ; to be short, he is ev^^;^C}Qu„ uud Lord 
everlasting. Therefore he is called 'Ipii^it of the 
Father, tbierefore he U said to proceed fwSBii' the Father and 
the Son, and therefore he was equally joibed with them in the, 
commission that the apostles had to baptize all nations. 

But that this may appear more sensibly to the eyes of all 
mien, it shall be requisite to come to the other part, namely 
to the wonderful and heavenly works of the Holy Ghost, 
Avhich plainly declare unto the world his mighty andi 
divfce power. First, it is evident that he did wonderfullyS; 
^Vern and direct the hearts of the patriarchs and prophet%j 
in old time, illuminating thqir minds with the knowyedgat^ 
of the true Messias, and giving them utterance to prophesy;!^ 
of thli^'that should come Jo pass long time after. Fo^t l 
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he will of man; hut the holy men of Ood spake as they 
vere moved imvardly hy the Jloly Ghost (2Pet. i, 21 ). And 
,)f Zachariali the high })rie8t it is« said in the gospel, that he 
heiwjful of the Holy Ghosts propheswd and praised Goa 
t^Xuke i. 67). So did also Simeon, Anna, Mary, and divers 
|Uhcr, to the great wonder and admiration of all men. 

‘ Moreover, was not the Holy Ghost a mighty worker in 
the conception and the nativity of Christ our Saviour? St. 
■Matthew saith, that the blessed virgin was found icith child 
'Of the Holy Ghost, before Joseph and she came together 
'fMatt. i, 18). And tltc angel Gabriel did expressly tell 
her, that it should so come to pass, saying, The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and th^ power of the Most 
Hgh shall overshadow thee (Luke i. 35). A marvellous 
matter, that a w^oman should conceive and bear a child 
without the knowledge of man ! But where the Holy 
Ghost worketh, there nothing is impossible; as may fur- 
ther also api)ear by the inw^ard regeneration and sanctifi- 
cation of mankind. When Christ said to Nicodemus, 
Unless a mail ke horn anew, of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God, he was greatly 
amazed in his mind, and began to reason wirti Christ, 
demanding how a man might he born ivhich was old ? Can 
ke enter, saith he, into his mother* mvomh again, and so he 
horn anew (John iii, 3 — 5)? Behold a lively pattern of 
a fleshly and canial man ! He had little or no intelligence 
of the Holy Ghost, and therefore he goeth bluntly to 
work, and asketh how this thing were possible to be true : 
w^lfereas otherwise if lie had known the great power of 
the Holy Ghost in this behalf that it is lie which inwardly 
worketh th regeneration and new birth of mankind, he 
would never have marvelled at Christ's words, but would 
have rather taken occasion thereby to praise and glorify 
God. For as tlicre are three several and sundry persons 
in the deity ; so have they three several and sundry offices 
proper unto each of them. The Father to create, the Son 
to redeem, the Holy Ghost to sanctify and regenerate. 
Whereof the last, the more it is hid from our understand- 
•ing, the more it ought to move all men to wonder at the 
fiecret and mighty working of God's Holy Spirit, which 
is within us. For it is the Holy Ghost, and too other 
|thing, that doth quicken the minds of mdti, stirring up 
*ind godly motions in their hearts, which are agree- 
able to the will and commandment of God, such as other- 
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wise of their ow^n crooked and perverse nature they shoi Id 
never have. That which is horn of thejieshy saith Christ, 
is fleshy and that which is bom of the Spirit is spirit 
(John iii. 6). As who should say, man of his own nature 
is fleshly and carnal, corrupt and naught, sinful and dis- 
obedient to God, without any spark of goodness in him, 
without any virtuous or godly motion, only given to evil 
thoughts and wicked deeds. As for the works of the 
Spirit, the fruits of faith, charitable and godly motions, 
if he have any at all in him, they proceed only of the 
Holy Ghost, who is the only worker of our sanctification, 
and maketh us new men in Christ J esus. Did not God's 
Holy Spirit miraculously work in the child David, 
when of a poor shepherd he became a princely prophet 
(1 Sam. xvi. 11, 12) ? Did not God's Holy Spirit mira- 
culously work in Matthew^ sitting at the receipt of custom, 
when of a proud publicairfae became an humble and lowly 
evangelist (Matt. ix. 9) ? And who can choose but mar- 
vel to consider, that Peter should become of a simple 
fisher a chief and mighty apostle ? Pau^, of a cruel and 
bloody persecutor, a faithful disciple of Christ, to teach 
the Gentiles [1 Tim. i. 12, 13] ? 

Such is the power of the Holy Ghost to regenerate men, 
and as it were to bring^hem forth anew, so that they shall 
be nothing like the men that they were before. Neither 
doth he think it sufiicient inwardly to work the spiritual 
and new birth of man, unless he do also dwell and abide 
in him. Know ye not, saith St. Paul, that ye are the 
temple of Gody and that his Spirit dweUeih in you? 
Know ye not that your bodies are the temples of the Jloly 
Ohesty which is within you (1 Cor. iii. 16; vi. 19)? 
i Again he saith, You are not in the fleshy hut in the Spirit. 

why ? The Spirit of God dtodletk in you (Rom.viH,9). 
To this agreeth the doctrine of St. John, writing on this 
wise) The anointing which ye have received (he meaneth 
the Holy Ghost) dicelleth in you (1 John ii. 27). And 
the. doctrine of Peter saith the same, who hath these 
^ Tlte Svirit of glory and of God resteth upon you 

0,p6t« 14). O what comfort is this to the heart 

me Christian, to think that the Holy Ghost dwelleth 
within him ! Jf God be with us, as the apostle saith, wha 
^n he againM us (Rom« viiu 31)? O but how shall 1 
know that the Holy Ghost is within me ? some man 
eimnce will say. Forsooth, as the tree is known by his 
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80 is iilso the Holy Ghost. The fruits of the Holy 
Ghost (according to the mind of St. Paul) are tkesey Ijove, 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodmss, faithfulness, 
meekness, temperance, &c. Contrariwise, the deeds of the 
flesh are these. Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, wanton- 
ness, idolatry, ivitchcraft, hatred, debate, emulation, wrath, 
contention, sedition, heresy, envy, murder, drunhmness, 
gluttony, and such like (Gal. v. — ^23). 

Here is now that glass, wherein thou must behold 
thyself, and discern whether thou have the Holy Ghost 
within thee, or the spirit of the ilesh. If thou see that thy 
works be virtuous and good, consonant to the prescript 
rule of God’s word, savouring and tasting not of the flesh, 
but of the Spirit ; then assure thyself that thou art endued 
with the Holy Ghost : otherwise, in thinking well of thy- 
self, thou dost nothing else but deceive thyself. The Holy 
Ghost doth always declare himself by his fruitful and 
gracious gifts, namely, by the word of wisdom ; by the 
word of knowledge, which is the understanding of the 
Scriptures; hy faith; in doing of miracles; by healing 
them that are duemed; by prophecy, which is the declara- 
tion of God’s mysteries; by discerning of spirits; diver- 
sities of tongues ; inteipretation of tongues; and so forth 
Q Cor. xii. 7 — 11). All which ^ifts, as they proceed 
from one Spirit, and are severally OTven to man according 
to the measurable distribution of me Holy Ghost; even 
so do they bring men, and not without good cause, into a 
wonderful admiration of God’s divine power. 

Who will not marvel at that which is written in the 
Acts of the Apostles, to hear their bold confession before 
the council at J crusalem ; and to consider that they went 
away with joy and gladness, rejoicing thai they wer^ 
counted worthy to suffer rebukes and checks for the name 
and faith of Christ Jesus (Acts v. 29, 41)? This was tbe 
mighty work of the Holy Ghost ; who, because he giveth 
patience and joyfulness of heart in temptation ond afflic- 
tion, hath therefore worthily obtained this nwk in Qoly 
Scripture, to be called a Comforter. Who will not idso 
marvel to read the learned and heavenly sermons of Peter 
and the other disciples, considering that they were rieeet 
brought up in school of learning, but called even from their 
Ifiets, to supply rooms of apostles? This was likewise 
[the mighty work of the Holy Ghost, who, because he doth 
instruct the hearts of the simple in the true knowledge of 
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God and his holy word, is most justly termed by tins name 
and title, to bo t/ie SpiHt of truth ( J onn xiv. 17). Eusebius, 
in his Ecclesiastical History, telleth a strange story of a cer- 
tain learned and subtile philosopher, who, being an extreme 
adversary to Christ an^ his doctrine, could by no kind of 
learning be converted to the faith, but was able to with- 
stand all the arguments that could be brought against him, 
with little or no labour. At length there started up a poor 
simple man, of small wit and less knowledge, one that was 
reputed among the learned as an idiot ; and he, on God's 
name, would needs take in hand to dispute with this proud 
philosopher. The bishops and other learned men standing 
by were marvellously abashed at the matter, thinking that 
by bis doings they should be all confounded and put to open 
shame. He notwiChstanding goeth on, and beginning in 
the name of the Lord J esus, brought the philosopher to 
such point in the end^ contrary to all men's expectation, 
that he could not choose but acknowledge the power of 
God in his words, and to give place to the truth. Was 
not this a miraculous work, that one silly soul, of no 
learning, should do that w^bicli many bishops of great 
knowledge and understanding were never able to baring 
to pass ? So true is the saying of Bede, Where the 
Holy Ghost doth instruct and teach, there is no delay at 
all in learning." 

Milch more might here be spoken of the manifold gifts 
and graces of the Holy Ghost, most excellent and wonderful 
in our eyes ; but to make a long discourse through all, the 
shortness of time will not serve. And seeing ye have heard 
the chiefest, ye may easily conceive and judge of the rest. 

In the mean season, let us (as we are most bounce give 
hearty thanks to God the Father, and his Son Jesus Christ, 
for sending down this Comforter into the world; humbly 
beseeching him so to work in our hearts by the power of 
JthisHoly Spirit, that we, being regenerate and newly born 
in '^odness, righteousness, sobriety, and truth, 
,^ 11 ^ in the end be made partakers of everlasting life in , 
(^ll^cjitvenly kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord ' 
Amen* 








